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Fine words for now, blit 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

Tony Blair told the new Parliament 
yesterday that the Queen's Speech 
showed the Government “doing the 
job” of governing for the whole na- 
tion. BuL he immediately faces a se- 
ries of tough decisions such as how 


to fund higher education, setting the 
level of the national minimum wage, 
and sorting out the millennium cel- 
ebration mess. 

The Prime Minister told a packed 
Commons, with standing room only 
for late-comeis: “We will not put 
right the damage of IS years in IS 
days or even 18 months! But in 12 


days we have already shown how we 
can make a difference.” 

With ministers already dealing 
with problems inherited from the 
Conservatives, Mr Blair said he was 
proud of the Queen's Speech, 
legislative programme. 

“It builds on the hope and opti- 
mism that our election has set cours- 


ing through the veins of our nation. 
It shows that change can come. 

“It shows this is a government 
firmly rooted in the centre-ground, 
in touch with the people, governing 
with the people, for the people. The 
people's priorities. The people's 
government.’' 

The Queen's Speech, which out- 


lined the legislative programme to 
run through to the autumn of next 
year, included 26 Bills and three 
White Papers. But a dose examina- 
tion of the day's texts showed that 
three additional Bills were possible: 
banning tobacco advertising; break- 
ing up the NHS internal market and 
putting an end to foreign donations 


for political parties, along with en- 
forced declaration of large donations. 

The key theme was spdied out by 
the Queen, when she said: “My 
government intends to govern for the 
benefit of the whole nation." 

With the Conservatives sitting on 
the opposition benches for the first 
time since 1979. Mr Blair picked up 


the banner of the Tory moderate*, 
idling "MPs: "We speak as the One 
Nation panym British politics today 
To anyone' who doubts that, they 
need only look around this House lo- 
. day.. They vail see Labour MPs from 
every part of our country. We speak 
for the whole nation. We will serve 
-the whole nation." 
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All the Queen’s men: Tony Btesr and John Major heating* toward Parliament ye s te rd ay followed by John Prescott and Michael Heseftine, to hear the Queen's Speech setting out the Governments leg isla tive programme 
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Tough choices are looming on student fees 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

The Labour government is pre- 
pared to introduce tuition fees 
for university students, the min- 
ister in charge of higher edu- 
cation has tola The Independent. 

In her first interview since tak- 
ing office as Minister for Life- 
long Learning, Baroness 
Blackstone indicated that the 
Government would not rule out 
the option, which would hammer 
the final nail in the coffin of free 
higher education in Britain. 

Lf adopted, the move would 
result in an outcry, particularly 
among middle-class parents. 
The last time the introduction 
of tuition fees was attempted, by 


Sir Keith Joseph a decade ago. 
the scale of parental opposition 
forced Margaret Thatcher to re- 
verse the policy after letters 
warning of means-tested grants 
had gone out to parents. 

While insisting ministers 
were not persuaded of the case 
for charging for teaching, 
Baroness Blackstone -- Master 
of Birkbeck College, London, 
untO taking office after the 
election - said the Govern- 
ment might find it “necessary to 
consider an element [of fees] for 
tuition”, depending on the 
funding position for higher ed- 
ucation. However, she reiter- 
ated her firm opposition to 
top-up fees -extra costs levied 
by individual universities and 


paid up-front by students. Her 
statement provides the first in- 
dication of how the new gov- 
ernment plans to approach the 
highly controversial question of 
reforming university funding, 
and represents a change to 
existing Labour policy. 

In the past, the party has op- 
posed any threat to free high- 
er education for full-time 
first-degree undergraduates, 
though it is committed to 
extending their contribution to 
living costs through loans. 

The issue remained largely 
undebated during the election 
campaign by tacit all-party 
agreement as all sides awaited 
the outcome of a fundamental 
review of higher education by 


a committee led by Sir R&n 
Dearing. Sir Ron, who met 
David Blunkelt, Secretaiy of 
State for Education and Em- 
ployment. last night to report on 
the review's progress, is certain 
to ta k e ministers' willingness to 
countenance fees into account 
in drawing up his final report, 
due in July. 

Vice-chancellors and princi- 
pals have already called for an 
element of student contribu- 
tions towards teaching costs. At 
present, courses for Britain's 1 
millio n undergraduates cost be- 
tween £750 a year for class- 
room-based courses and £2JJ00 
annually for the- clinical ele- 
ments of medical degrees. Six 
universities have this year 


placed warnings in their 
prospectuses that they may levy 
top-up fees for courses starting 
in September 1998. 

The Committee of Vice- 
Chancellors and Principals 
(CVCP) last night welcomed 
news that the Government was 
“considering radical solutions to 
the challenges facing the high- 
er education sector." The com- 
mittee's chief executive, Diana 
W&iwick, said: “There is a great 
opportunity now for the gov- 
ernment to take bold action. 
CVCP believes the realistic so- 
lution K a new and fair loans sys- 
tem covering maintenance and 
a contribution to tuition. In- 
cluding the contribution to tu- 
ition fees is essential if the 


education of our students is to 
be properly resourced into the 
21st century.” 

Many students, including 
those studying part-time or on 
postgraduate courses, missed 
out under the current system be- 
cause they received no public 
support for either maintenance 
costs or tuition fees, she added. 

However, the National Union 
of Students reiterated its op- 
position to tuition fees, stating 
its view that, until the Dearing 
committee’s report, there re- 
mained “everything to play for”. 

An early hint that Labour 
might drop its opposition to fees 
came in February this year, 
when Mr Blunkett said in an in- 
terview with the Financial Tones 


that he was “prepared to listen” 
to suggestions of loans for tu- 
ition. In its evidence to the 
Dearing inquiry, the parly made 
clear that in government it 
would want to resume the ex- 
pansion of higher education - 


currently capped at a level al- 
lowing around one in three 
young people lo attend univer- 
sity - and reform the funding sys- 
tem to make growth possible. 

Tessa Blackstone profile. 
Education-* 


“THRILLING, DAZZLING, AMAZING 

-WHATEVER SUPERLATIVE YOU CHOOSE TO 
- DESCRIBE THIS FILM WILL DO IT AN INJUSTICE’ 


GARY WHITCA. . TOTAL FUM 


On celebrating the And on setting the 
new millennium minimum wage 


'an OUTSTANDING portrayal of 

MUHAMMAD ALI AT HIS MOST DEFIANT* 


CLAUDE ABRAMS - BOXING NEWS 




Christian Wohnar 

Westminster Correspondent 

Britain's main millennium cel- 
ebration could be moved from 
London to Birmingham fol- 
. owing an urgent Government 
.tview of the troubled project. 

Sources close to the scheme 
say that the capital's Greenwich 
rite could lose the main devel- 
opment “because the whole 

« scheme is up in the air... Birm- 

■ ingham could rush in. It could 
be a fail-back position'*. 

The Greenwich project has 
been in trouble partly because 
i_»l pre-election douhls about 
Labour’s commitment to it. 
The site would be dominated by 
a dome created ty Lord Rogers. 

the prominent architect and a 

Labour Peer. . . 

Heritage Department minis- 
ters must make a quick decision 
in deciding whether to contin- 
ue with the original project or 
order a dramatic change of di- 
rection. The review is likely to 
lake four weeks and will raise 


fundamental questions about 
the financing, business plan, 
the size of the proposed dome 
and the type of structures that 
will be bin It in it. 

The position of the exhibition 
designers. Imagination, is also 
being reconsidered. The com- 
pany has been increasingly dis- 
enchanted at the lack of 
progress in the project by Mil- 
lennium Central, the or&uiiscrs, 
to which it has presented a se- 
ries of designs for the interior 
of the dome which forms the 
centrepiece of the exhibition. 

Imagination has stopped 
work on the scheme. A spokes- 
woman said: “We’re standing 
back from the project. We’re 
separated but not divorced. We 
are waiting for Millennium 
Central to make a decision." 

However, no decision on de- 
signs will be forthcoming until 
after the review. A spokesman 
for Millennium Central said 
there had been no row: “Imag- 
ination had a three month con- 
tract lo put forward designs and 


that's what they have done. We 
do not need to sign any con- 
tracts with them now and will 
not do so until it is necessary.” 

The review will also question 
whether more money should be 
earmarked for regional events 
to celebrate the millennium, 
raLher than concentrating on 
London. The overall cost of the 
exhibition is estimated at £650m 
of which £200m will be a grant 
from lottery funds and a further 
£200m has been earmarked as 
contingency, with around £57m 
going to the regions. 

The project needs £195m 
from the private sector but 
Millennium Central says no 
money has yet been firmly com- 
mitted, although BT and BA 
. have both said they will support 
the project. 

Millennium Central's busi- 
ness plan for the exhibition 
will be presented to the Mil- 
lennium Commission, chaired 
by the Secretary of State for Na- 
tional Heritage, Chris Smith, 
when it meets on Monday. 


Barrie dement 

Labour Editor 

A senior businessmen offered 
the chairmanship of the Low 
Pay Commission has told 
Labour politicians privately that 
he wants a minimum wage of lit- 
tle more than £3. 

Peter Jarvis, retiring chief ex- 
ecutive of brewing group Whit- 
bread, favours a figure which 
would include bonuses and ben- 
efits-in-kind and would amount 
to around £3.20. 

Mr Jarvis also wants to see a 
minimum wage fixed to reflect 
regional trends, something 
Labour has ruled out. ' 

The news wiD enrage many of 
the largest unions, which have 
called for a rate matching half 
male median earnings, calcu- 
lated at £4.42. 

While many welcomed the es- 
tablishment of the commission, 
announced in the Queen’s 
Speech, they were unaware of the 
figure Mr Jarvis had in mind. 

Only a recent convert to the 


idea of a statutory pay limit, Mr 
Jarvis, is also keen to promote 
the idea of regional variation - 
in direct contradiction to the 
views of Ian McCartney, the 
sponsoring minister m the De- 
partment oflrade and Industry. 

Mr Jarvis was contacted by 
the Labour Party in the last 
week of the election campaign 
and asked if he would chair the 
commission. The 55-year-old 
Bolton mill workers’ son and 
Cambridge graduate, however, 
had received no further ap- 
proach since the election, ac- 
cording to an aide. 

While intrigued by the pos- 
sibility of leading the commis- 
sion, he is keen to see the 
terms of reference before com- 
mitting himself. He wants suf- 
ficient leeway so that the 
minimum could apply flexibly. 

Announcing Wmtbread’s 
profits last November however, 
Mr Jarvis said that the princi- 
ple of a “floor" for wages was 
a good one and that it would [not 
disturb responsible companies. 
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Mr Jarvis's private " views, 1 
however, emerged in. a confi- 1 
dential memorandum sent by 
Whitbread to the Labour Par- 
ty in September 1995. The 
document opposed the estab- 
lishment of a minimum based 
on half male median earnings 
- then £4.15 - on the grounds 
that h would cost the leisure in- 
dustry £167m and lead to sub- 
stantial job losses. It would 
cost Whitbread £27m. 

The memo also pointed out 
that basic hourly rates were 
“anachronistic” because em- 
ployees were paid through a 
mixture of profit-related pay, in- 
centive bonuses, free share 
ownership, staff discounts and 
company pension schemes. 

A spokesman for Whitbread 
yesterday refuse to say what its 
lowest basic pay was because it 
was a “starter rate”. The paper 
sent to the Labour Party said 
that a minimum of £3 would 
have a “negligible impact" on 
Whitbread. Up-rated. - that 
would give a figure of £3.20- 


QUICKLY 


Abuse convictions 

Three staff ofa hone for the men- 
tal disabled win be sentenced af- 
ter being convicted yesterday of 
abusing residents Plage 4- 
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Dail dissolution to mark 
start of Irish poll campaign 

John iJi L'u n. ihc Irkh Prime Minister. will today announce the' 
di>sor.i ill'll '.'I lhe u-i; the start of the ncneral election 

Ciimpaiiio. 

Leaders lit the .iiicu c.niliiion •jnvcmmenl parties. Fine Gael, 
Labour uikI Democrat ie Lei; ilj meet today to start their 
campaign vviih a plioioej!! in announce 21 election commitments. 

The main opposition. Manna Fail. will anncinnee its manifesto 
lomurr- injuring. Its eampaj^n will centre on tax cuts of 5 per 
ceit: out live ye.trs in the higher 48 per cent rate, with some 
f'.iiiici ■■ ’ii in the h.vcr 2n per cent rate. Alan Murdoch 

Doctor loses C4 libel case 

Ch.i/U'cl - bv- h;h\ ■, iZm Ji/Hri battle w ith a Harley Street doctor 
"hi" the ■.■J’.arii e! ..'i.aincd ricked tests and m i sdiagnosed a 
ternina:!;. -isJ .-vds p-tieui. Dr Peter Nixon baited his case againcr 
:iv_ ehuivv.-! ^ pr« |«r:unmv. Paying On fi’Tpe, after five weeks 
Ji Li>- Royal Cou-:s Justice in London. 

D: Not h i:- eair'cd .* high profile for his theory that a list of 
ui>e.Ls t -s mc hi-iir.-j . Gulf War syndrome, ME and pre- 
snensirua: Sc tvs ip. .’.tv an phut able to hyperventilation. 

Hovever C h.mr-.i 4 tourai that Dr Nixon rigged his patients’ 
breathing tests ..-Irniji them in “breathe as if they were angry”. 
He told i n: Kvgiio. .-.n Aids patient who died last summer, that 
:ii> Litigu-. ;-'a- c,iu.-eJ In -.ner-nreathing. Dr Nixon, who had a 
■ uriAiver ei e: year, recommends a course of Valium 

or J.':i?cpem :nd "l-Anv.eek> ni sleeping"’ as a cure for 
in ivsxviitfltii :■.!&. “ “ — - 


Paul McCann 


Home-made bullet found in jail 

\ home-mu Je build was found in a cell block at a privately-run 
ntivn. :i revealed yesterday. It was discovered during a 
r. 'mine search o! :i prison cell block at Blakenhorst Prison in 
KedJii;!*. W.sjvesiershire. last Friday. A spokesman for the jail, 
nl'.i.h i' rt.tr i'iy Un..eJ Kingdom Detention Service, said the bullet 
•.•.at* ma.:e v.i ji .hi empty cartridge. 

He inidcti ;h.i: no cun was found and the bullet may have been 
made ;;s a ■■pneivai joke”. 

The disci :r h r!ie latest embarrassing blow for the jail where 
hundreds , o! e*. II lo%le> had to be changed earlier this year at a cost 
of I'.iis • -I i In luvnd:. i »f pounds after suspicions that a prisoner had 
obtained :: copy of a key. 

Rachel killer’s boyfriend arrested 

ryT~ ...- • • *1 lan Wells, the boyfriend of 

r*_ ' . '■ Maria Hnatiuk, the woman 

[ jailed for life last year for the 

• -*'|lpP P*Plr ? ^B|| murder of teenage student 
: Rachel Lean, was arrested 

yesterday. He was last night 
being questioned in connection 
V ; ' ' " ' vy with "events leading up to and 

■ v., surrounding” the murder in 

gj i ( . September 1995. Norfolk police 

• wjj« said Mr Wells voluntarily 
' vdrl attended North Walsham police 

J st a non this afternoon with his 
/ solicitor and he remained in 

! . - • ’v custody there. Eighteen-year- 

■ ri-JQ old Ms Lean (pictured) was 

found stubbed to death in the 
v..-" J. .... fLA:' :-as.- near her Norfolk home. In November last 
yea;. :!r. >. v» x- i» ted of her murder and jailed for life. 

20-stone woman refused operation 

Alt or. i":: tor on .i 2 1 ■— woman was cancelled -because she 
v*j - ! ’•• m*. .: r.v.n'-i.i: confirmed last night. ji- 
Nir.T. M: 5 ' 1 .vpiiu! :t: Sutton in Ashlicld. Nud^bamshire, says 
Lev. :t.i< our the weight limit for ihgopcratiag table. 

!>■_•• N.Ahowr -’.2. hom nearby’ Mansfield, has complained 
.•:• !. . ; ,i:er t'ul y .is inxulled by the remarks of 
.;:t .O-' ■ lt Mur*. i:t Clark. Dr Clark is currently on holiday and 

' •: '.o::rr..sv.. 

A cm firmed the complaint had been 

:e.e--.J •-u * ;■;» feme JcaJi with "in a confidential and 

.!;•:■•• •»::■. j'j wu*. . Ms Niclioisou has vowed not to return to the 
4 . ;; h;. .i .'rcc-r.r-y ;ip*ralion - and has consulted a solicitor 


. .V J - i 
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Coach driver hit car at 60mph’ 

A: : in.'.p^ncnccd ccich driver approached a roundabout at more 
t : : ni < 1 . inn!*, bet. -re hitting j cur and overturning, causing the 
deaths oi ’.li i«i his pusnengers. a court was told yesterday. 

Hit o Crisp. 2<». taler blunted ihAcrash on sudden total brake 
ijiluu j-L- lest- and u i ccohm ruction of the accident showed his 
r .chicle was being driven torifast, it was alleged. 

Mr Vv y: Wllliunis QC. prosecuting, said newiy-qualified Mr 
C risp. e/nplijjoJ by Lewis brothers, «rf Aterdare^Mid Glamorgan, 
vv _■*■ .1 r- he i Ji ;v c; ho liud volunteered lo'take the coach party on 
a trip from u council day centre at Aberdare^to Stratford-upon- 
.V.vjS! n Mb r»'»5. The case continues. \ 
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Rich reward: OriandbFiges whose nward yesterday was his second success in as many monfits 


claims to win top prize 


f fie young Cambridge historian Orlando Figes tri- 
umphed over allegations of plagiarism last night 
to win a second major book award in two 
'months, for his’ epic account of the Russian Revolu- 
tion. Figes was awarded the £25,000 NCR award (the 
wealthiest .British prize for a nonfiction book) for A Peo- 
ple's Tragedy, published by Jonathan Cape. It traces 
the origins of the revolution and its disastrous impact 
on Russian life up to the death of Lenin in 1924. 

Figes has already won the WH Smith award for a 
gripping narrative that Clive Anderson, chairman of the 
-NCR judging panel, described as a ‘^brilliantly written 
work". The other shortlisted titles Antonia Fraser’s His- 
tory of the Gunpowder Plot, Frank McLynn’s Biogra- 
phy of Carl Gustav Jung and the bookies' favourite, 
Europe: A History by Norman Davies. 

Earlier this year, Figes sued a rival historian, 
Richard Pipes of Harvard University, after Pipes 
claimed to have found material taken from his own 
books in A People's Tragedy. But the examples quot- 
ed by the Sunday Times in an article which published 
Pipes' accusation amounted to little more than some 
standard interpret a tions of Russian history and some 


Agony aunt 
takes her leave 
from Liberty 

The doyenne of media agony 
aunts Anna Raeburn has taken a 
pay cut to leave Mohamed 
aLFayed’s London radio station 
Liberty and rejoin her old station 
Talk Radio. 

She has moved because no one 
used to call her phone-in show at 
Liberty and she was forced to fill 
time by playing records and mak- 
ing small talk. 

Raeburn (right) joined Liberty’s 
expensive line-up of star broad- 
casters at the station last Decem- 
ber after it was relaunched out of 
the ashes of failed women’s sta- 
tion Viva! She was reported to 
have been tempted by a £180,000 
pay offer. Her salary at Talk Radio 
is likely to be closer to £100,000. 

Since its relaunch Liberty has 
failed to make any impact on the 
ratings - in the Rajar ratings pub- 
lished this month Liberty was 
reaching just 93,000 listeners a 
week or 1 per cent of the London 
radio market 

“1 was inundated with letters 
when 1 left Talk Radio so I am very 
happy to be coming back," said 
Ms Raeburn yesterday. “My show 
was a huge success because of 
the fantastic audience. 1 can’t wait 
to get back to them.” 

Liberty denied reports in Febru- 
ary that Raeburn wanted to return 



to Talk Radio because she was 
getting only two or three calls per 
show at Liberty compared with 
8,000 to 9.000 on her old show. 

But Ms Raeburn, who is also a 
star of daytime TV and appears on 
advice slots on GMTV and This 
Morning, is known to have been 
unhappy at having to “spin discs 
like an ordinary DJ" according to a 
source. 

Ms Raeburn made her name on 
Capital Radio in the Seventies and 
Eighties with her own agony 
phone-in show that was the first of 
its kind in the UK. 

She has lived as turbulent a life 
as many of her callers, and her 
trademark is straight, no nonsense 
advice no matter how weird the 
problem. . Paul McCann 


HEALTH 

High dioxin levels found 
in breast-fed babies 

Young babies who are breast-fed may have as much as 17 times the 
tolerable level of gender-altering chemicals in their body, a new 
review has found. 

A survey by the independent Committee on Toxicity of Chemicals 
in Food. Consumer Products in the Environment [COT] found that 
the average levels of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and dioxins 
for two month-old breast-fed babies is estimated to be 170 
picogramines/kg body weight when recommended tolerable intake 
is lOpg/kg bw. However, Sir Kenneth Caiman, the Chief Medical 
Officer, urged mothers not to be deterred. “Infants who are being 
breast-fed may exceed the tolerable level set by COT for the short 
periods of breast-feeding, but would have a negligible impact over a 
lifetime. The proven advantages of breast-feeding far outweigh any 
small theoretical risk On the basis of this information there is no 
reason to stop breastfeeding; indeed if you stop breast-feeding it is 
very difficult to start again.” Glenda Cooper 

RELIGION 

Prince loses church confidence 

The Prince of Wales has lost the confidence of churchgoers, 
according to a new survey. 

More than seven out of 10 (76 per cent) readers of The Church 
of England Newspaper said the Prince should not become Supreme 
Governor of the Anglican Church. The independent weekly paper, 
with a 25,000 circulation, blames the Prince's admission of adultery 
and subsequent divorce, and his comments about wishing to 
become defender of Faith” rather than “Defender of The Faith”, 
for bis apparent unpopularity. 

‘•"Prince Charles's efforts to be seen to play a greater role in the 
Church of England could be too little, too late," the newspaper 
says. "'While there are many unanswered questions behind that 
response, there seems little doubt that Prince Charles will be hard 
put to allay the scepticism and downright opposition to his 
accession as head of the Church of England." 

INDUSTRY 

Hammering for British builders 

British builders are among the least efficient in the western world, 
according to a researcher who spent two years on building sites 
logging their performance. 

The infamous tea-break is partly to blame, along with late starts, 
early finishes and incompetent management. Nearly a fifth of 
working time was wasted through workers swinging the lead, but a 
further 12 per cent of time was unproductive because of 


trivial similarities In phrasing. Yesterday, Figes’ pub- 
lishers^ Jonathan Cape announced that the legal ac- 
tion has been settled. 

The controversy shows that the Russian Revolution 
and its aftermath can still arouse passionate debate 
among scholars. Pipes belongs to the cold war of his- 
torians whose view of the Soviet past was shaped by 
the unmasking of Stalin's tyranny in the years alter 1956. 
Figes, although hostile to the Bolshevik one-party st ate, 
comes from a younger and less partisan generation. 
His book pays more attention to the hopes and suf- 
ferings of ordinary Russians than to rituaLattacks on 
the crimes of Lenin and Stalin. 

Meanwhile, the winner of the book world’s richest 
ever prize was also announced yesterday. In Dublin, 
the judges of the £100,000 INPAC prize chose A Heart 
So White by Spanish novefist Javier Marias from a short- 
list of eight The prize is open to works of fiction from 
any country and was first awarded last year. 

Bom in 1952, Javier Marias is an author and acad- 
emic whose experiences teaching Spanish at Oxford 
University inspired his previous novel All Souls. 

Boyd Tonkin 


‘Backtest boy in 
pop’ jailed for 
stun-gun threat 

Mark Morrison, 24, the soul singer 
who earlier this year styled himself 
the “baddest boy in pop", was 
jailed yesterday for three months 
for threatening a police officer with 
an electric stun gun. 

He had admitted possessing the 
weapon, which gives off a 23,000- i 
volt charge and can cause loss of 
balance and mental confusion, at 
his trial at Marylebone Magistrates 
Court last month. He dented, but 
was found guilty of threatening the 
policeman when the officer tried to 
arrest him outside a 24-hour 
convenience store in Netting Hill, 
west London, in October last year. 

Morrison, who had a No 1 hit 
with “Return of the Mack”, had 
argued that he did not know the 
stun gun was illegal. He said he 
had bought it in America to protect 
himself against hassle from 
members of foe public. 

Morrison's solicitor told the 
court: The bad boy image of pop 
might go down well in America but 
as far as Britain and Europe are 
concerned, it is not foe image he 
wants to cultivate.” 

Jailing Morrison, foe stipendiary 
magistrate told him that his claims 
of good character and commitment 
to charity work had been ruined 
by "a horrendous record of 
public order offences". 

Jason Bennetto 
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were for more efficient, wasting less than than 3 per cent of their 
working week through late arrivals and early finishing. Amazingly 
most British building projects are completed on time, to budget, but 
the Building Services Research and Information Association believes 
that inefficiency was allowed for in estimates. Barrie Clement 



EDUCATION 

Schools starved of technology cash 

Schools are not being given enough money to run proper 
technology courses, according to a report published today. 

The average amount spent on each pupil according to the latest 
figures was £5.86 compared with the £9.30 recommended by the 
Design and Technology Association. There are big differences 
between schools with funding ranging from 40p to £21.10 per pupiL 
Two-thirds of schools do not have the right equipment to teach 
GCSE courses. 

The report, published by the Engineering Council, says that the 
previous government’s policy of funding a few technology colleges 
and city technology colleges has failed to fulfil its aim of delivering 
good technology for all. Yet £10m a year would give schools enough 
money to run technology courses properly. There should also be a 
rolling programme of capital investment, the report says. 

Technology in Secondary Schools; by. Alan Snuthers and Pamela 
Robinson, published by the Engineering Council Judith Judd 


LEISURE 

Skiers back on piste in holiday boom 

The number of people taking skiing holidays, which went downhill 
in the mid-1990s, climbed by more than 9 per cent last winter. 

A total of 830,000 Britons took to foreign slopes in 1996-97, 
riving the industry its first major surge for five years, according lo 
figures from ski holiday company Crystal. Tour operators 
accounted for 475.000 of the holidays - 10 per cent more than in 
the 1995-96 season — with 205,000 making independent 
arrangements and 150,000 who went on school trips. France 124.5 
per cent of the market) was the top destination, followed by 
Austria (20.1 per cent ) and Italy (19.8 per cent ). North America 
broke through the 10 per cent share figure for the first time. 


<£> 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 41.2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 



lies of aluminium may run out in 200 years. 
Well, we can always grow some more. 


badly, we cant Reserves of bauxite, the raw material for aluminium, arc limited. 
Hut fun uruwly there’s one builditig material chat can be replenished indefinitely. 


Think Wood 
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Four weddings and a sequel 




Hugh 
Grant to 

play 
himself 
again in a 

film 

called 

Notting 

Hill 


David Lister 

Cannes 

Hugh Grant is poised to star in a fol- 
low-up to Four Weddings and a Funer- 
al, the most successful British film ever. 
The screenplay for the film has heen 
wnile/i by the Four Weddings creator. 
Richard Curtis, who is also the writer 
behind TV comedies Blackadder and 
Mr Bean , and one of the key figures be- 
hind the charity Comic Relief. 

His script, which is nearly ready for 
shooting, is called Notting Hill after the 
trendy west London area where Cur- 
tis and his girlfriend. TV presenter 
Emma Freud, live in a converted 
chapel. 

Though many people assumed that 
the Hugh Grant character in Four Wed- 
dings and a Funeral was a reflection of 
Gram himself, friends of Richard 
Curtis realised immediately that many 
/rtdf the personality trails actually be- 
■■ longed to the writer. 

It is understood that the new script 
revolves around a shy young bookseller 
who meets and falls in love, with the 
most famous actress m the world, and 



Laurie Lee, 
poet and 
wanderer, 
dies at 82 



Lee In 1956 while working on Cider with 
Rosie Photograph: l.Kar/Camera Press 


Hugh Grant with Charlotte Cote man In a scene from the smash-hit film Four Weddings and a Funeral 


enngs. 

Contracts have not yet been signed 
with Grant, but the deal is understood 
to be imminent. A Polygram executive 
said: “The new movie wOTnot have the 
same character that ended up with 
Andie McDowel^t the end of the last j 
film. But if Hiigh^Srant plays thechar- 
acter in the new film -as. we confidents. 


!y hope he will, and with the Richard 
Curtis script, it will be veiy much the 
sequel to Four Weddings and a 
Funeral” 

Grant and his girlfriend Liz Hurley 
were here in Cannes earlier this week: 
Senior sources at Polygram Films, 
which owns Working Title, the British 
production company with made Four 
Weddings and mll make the sequel - 
confirmed here yesterday that Grant 
has been asked to play the lead 


The bookseller- while again bear- 
ing similar character traits to Curtis - 
mu not be the effete bachelor with the 
tangled love life of Four Weddings and 
a Funeral. And while Polygram and 
Warking Title are desperately keen to 
sign Grant, they will not be ap- 
proaching the other stars of Four 
Weddings - .Andie McDowell, Kristin 
Scott Thomas or John Hannah. One 
Polygram source, who has read Cur- 
tis' script, described it as “hilarious." 


Four Weddings and a Funeral was 
made for $5m, and Grant received a 
relatively small fee while McDowell ne- 
gotiated a share of the profits. The film 
went on to lake S250m at the box 
office worldwide. 

It is hoped to start shooting on the 
film towards the end of the year with 
a release date next year. With Gram 
like!) to be in the lead role and Cur- 
tis writing the scripL the film will be 
seen as the Four Weddings sequel and 


will command worldwide attention. 

The approach to Grant has been 
kept secret by Polygram and Wbridng 
Title, who would make no official com- 
ment. It was not announced at a lav- 
ish publicity luncheon Polygram held 
in Cannes during the week. 

Instead they announced a slate of 
new films including Dean, a feature film 
version of TVs Mr Bean starring 
Rowan Atkinson, and a new film 
about Elizabeth I. 


Matthew Brace 

Friends of the author and poet 
Laurie Lee paid tribute to him 
yesterday after hearing of his 
death at"82. 

His close friend David Tar- 
ratu the publican of Lee's local 
pub. the Woo [pack Inn in the 
Gloucestershire ullage of Slad, 
said a “blanket of sadness" had 
descended over the village and 
it would “never he the same 
without him". 

“He was such an entertaining 
man who always had time for 
visitors who came 10 sec him 
Grom all over the world." he sakL 

Lee had been ill since Christ- 
mas, having never fully recov- 
ered from surgery he underwent 
last year. He died in his Little 
Court cottage behind the pub 
overlooking the village with his 
wife and daughter by his side. 

“It was good that they were 
with him when he took his last 
breath," said Mr Tarratt. “He 
had been very ill and had lost 
many of his faculties, although 
his mind was stfil sharp. His 
death was not a complete sur- 
prise. But it is still a very sad 
moment. He will be very much 
missed. He was such an enter- 
taining man. so full of tricks and 
quips." 

Despite his travels in Europe, 


Slad Valley was Lee's beloved 
landscape. He was hrougbL up 
there b> his mother and three 
older half-sisters and attending 
Slad Village School. He 
immortalised it in his first 
autobiography. Cider With 
Rosie, and two years ago he 
joined a successful campaign to 
save the valley, renamed Lau- 
rie Lee's Valley, from residen- 
tial development. 

Lee stood out as one of the 
great writers of this century 
whose work conjured up a 
world of earthy warmth and 
beauty. 

Cider With Rosie almost 
immediately became an estab- 
lished classic piece of literature 
and was soon part of classroom 
syllabus work. 

Lee also represented an era 
of brilliance and idealism that 
sprang from the Thirties - fight- 
ing in the Spanish Civil War, 
writing verse plays for radio and 
a contemporary of literary fig- 
ures such as Cyril Connolly, 
Stephen Spender, John 
Lehmann, George Orwell and 
Cecil Day-Lewis. 

Among those paying tribute 
to Lee yesterday was Jack 
Jones, 83, the former union 
leader who is now a campaign- 
er for pensioners' rights, and 
was another volunteer in Spain. 


The places to be seen 


'Ladbroke Grove . . ' ; ■ ’ 4 
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.1) planet OltHfe.ataiTipte tforeeitiood. Sunday morning detox sessions. Sweet 
green whe^aas'lulea:^ .35 a BiimtifB. Seal Cmnefy is a rrawar. Jams 
_ Garter. Emily, Upprt EflzalwHi Shue drop hi bom time to tone. 

zj Ttie Gate' drama: Promcto^fflm-irakBrs. also shows many short movies, 
-.filni-buffs fevourtfc-: ->:• . .V 

3) 192- A must for media typas aid Bridget Jones. 

■<) Tha Good Health ClMc'itonHipaltiic ctm remedial massages, acupuncture, 
ifcjie Christie, Biork. KytfcMonogaa, Iteneh Cherry. 

5) portobetto Market - antique shops spUt titeir wares onto Ihe pavement on a 
Saturday tor Portobeflo Market a ypiaa^.afw^s paradise. 

m Tha sugar Ctub - Not a ciub you haw 'tojqih,' iintflte halt at Notting H£.tat 
fabodT even Madonna was turned away at the door when she armed 
.-SjJfareseSon. Tom ford; Paul Smtih and Mick Jaggar go there lor fusion 
- Jutstae’ (Wend of flavours from around the world), 

.'^Kandnoton Place - media moguls shout to to beard. 

iftTnm'o Rrnrertes and Provisions -Tom's,.aa In Tom Goman, is the local 

in SuSw Mkfc IridOiffigitlfat Ozbek. Jason Donovan 
EWs.CosteBo. • - • • 

“ re58 " ! ■* 

Greens - z&ssssibssasss* ■ 
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So what’s so 
special about 
living in 
London Wll? 



g ^dEWnd^RJckmaa 


™astak Little - the 

6'bst year. in what was a greasy spoon. 


restaurant - 


; jjfeTjia Cow - Sebastian Conran's homage te an sish bar. - 
. a-'-ma Elbow Room - DBsjgnBT pooHtaM on Westbowiw Grove. 






Clare Garner 

The list of famous Netting Hill 
names goes on and on -just as 
the price of properties there 
goes up and up. 

Martin Amis put the West 
London enclave on the des-res 
map in 1989, with his his de- 
scriptions of Ladbroke Grove’s 
seedy pubs and crumbling ter- 
races in his novel, London 
Fields. 

Now, in the words of Ihnia 
Kindersley, a Guinness heiress 
whose latest novel. Goodbye, 
Johnny Thunders, is set in 
Nineties Netting Hflh “It's so 
trendy. I’m surprised they 
haven't fenced it off and start- 
ed charging an entry fee." 

Well, they almost have. Arc- 
math erapeu tic acupuncture at 
the Good Health Clinic; Pesti- 
cide- free pesto from Planet Or- 
ganic; fois gras pancake at 
Kensington Place; £150 mem- 
bership of the Cobden Club; 
and a few trinkets from Graham 
and Greene. Take your choice. 
It all racks up. 

Wll is a celebrity gheuo. 
From the Gate (Notting Hill) 
to the Grove (Ladbroke), the 
streets are stuffed with house- 
hold surnames. Damon Albam,’ 
who says Notting Hill has had 
a big effect on him after read- 
ing London Fields, lives there 
with his girlfriend, Justine 
Frischmann, singer with the 
group, Elastica. 

Taking up the slack where 
Sloane Rangers left off, the in- 
habitants have been variously la- 
belled “Portobello Princesses", 
“Notting Hillbillies” and 
“Thistafarians" _-who meet 
Rastaferians, most apparently at 
the Carnival. 

Landmarks such as the Gate 
cinema, by Netting Hill Gate 
tube, and Portobello Market, 
are long-standing. Bur fhe 
splurge in snazzy residents has 
seen a corresponding rise in 
fashionable joints to meet their 
every need. 

The Cobden Gub ? a kind of 
GroucboVgoes-West, a refit of 


the upstairs of the Cobden 
Working Men’s Club, on Ken- 
sal Road, is a late-night water- 
ing hole for local members, 
such as jade Jagger, Honor 
Fraser. Rifat Ozbek, Malcolm 
McLaren and Emily Lloyd. 

If all the fans of Planet Or- 
ganic, the area’s answer to eco- 
friendly food, swept the super- 
market aisles at the same time, 
it would be quite a party. Sean 
Connery, Jarvis Cocker, Emily 
Lloyd, Kylie Minogue. Jason 
Donovan, Ruby Eliza- 
beth Shue and Terence Stamp 
are among those who may have 
been tempted to try the sweet 
green wheatgrass juice, at £1.35 
a thimble, as a Sunday morning 
de-tox. 

Notting Hill is also a haven 
for people who work - rather 
than star - in the media. 
Jonathan Dimbleby, Michael 
Jackson, Dominic Lawson, 
Give Hollick. Jeremy Paxman 
and Alan Yentob all five there: 

Richard Curtis, who wrote 
Four Weddings and a Funeral. 
Emma Freud, Mariella Frost- 
rup and Sally Brampton share 
an office on the Portobello 
Road, and Richard Branson's 
home and offices are on Hol- 
land Park Avenue. 

It is not the first time that 
Notting Hill has provided the . 
backdrop to a film. Recently, j 
Jack and Sarah featured shots 1 
Of Ladbroke Grove, bu£ earli- 
er precedents include: Nicholas 
Roeg's film, Perfomance { 1 970) 
starring Mick Jagger and Ani- 
ta PaJlenbeig; A Hard Day's 
flight (1964) with the -Beatles; 
Absolute Beginners (1986), the 
adaptation of Colin Maclnness 
novel, starring FfctsyKensit and 
David Bowie; and Otley (1968), 
with Tom Courtenay. 

Tbe peace camp in Hanif 
Kureishi’s Sammy and Rosie 
Get Laid (1987) is situated un- 
der the West Way and the stu- 
dio in Blow-Up ( 1966), starring 
Vhnessa Redgrave and David 
Hemmings. can be found on 
Princedale Road, off Holland 
Park Avenue. 


Flavour of the month 


With their thin skins and delicate 
flavour, Jersey Royals are the finest 
new potatoes you could ever taste. 

From the first time they were grown 
on the sun- warmed island of Jersey, 
lovers of good food have relished 
them fora flavour that's unique. 

Delivered fresh daily, Jersey 
Royals are in the shops for just a few 


SIMPLY THE BEST 

Jjeisey Royals are best al their freshest No need to peel, simply 
wash, or rub off the skins if you prefer, Place in boiling salted 
water and simmer with a sprig of mint fur 12-15 minutes. Serve 
bot with a knob of butler; or cold with spring salads. Delirious! 

The Jersey Royal i* unique and exclusive lo Jersey - liulV official. J 
h*a I be only frfcali produce sjown in Britain lo be granted European j 
Union recount ion Protecting its Designation of Origin. i 


EKSEY 
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Visit vour local branch .or phone Abbey National 
Direct Tor details of the prize draw. 
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www. abbeynational. co.uk 


A chat at your local 
branch with one 
of our experienced 
mortgage advisors. 
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Guilty: Lorraine Field (top), De; 
Louise Jury jjj 

Three staff of a home for the w 
mentally disabled will be sen- 
tenced next month after they it 
were convicted of abusing res- vi 
idents in their care. Desmond d 
Tilly. 42, of Exeter, Devon, a 
yesterday joined former col- 
leagues Angela Rowe, a direc- n 
tor of the homes, and Lorraine a 
Field in being found guilty of ill- » 
treatment. . . J 

Emilies who had been at- n 
tending the case at Kingston 
Crown Court demanded a pub- 
lie inquiry into what happened 

at Stoke Place Mansion House 

• and Stoke Green House in i 
Stoke Poges, Buckinghamshire. 

In particular they want to 
know why the regime of Rowe 
and her late husband and fel- 
low director, Gordon, went 
unchecked for 11 years. And 
detectives demanded tougher 
laws to prevent abuse in private 
residential homes. 

Jon Bound, the retired su- 
perintendent who investigated 
the scandal, said details heard 
in court were “just the tip of the 
iceberg. New legislation needs 
to be introduced ... to cater for 
the growth of private-care 
homes with tighter procedures 
for their inspection and moni- 
toring, together with guidelines 
for the employment of trained 
staff in addition to stringent 
checks being made on persons 
requesting registration. Those 
involved should not be allowed 
to make vast profits at the ex- 
pense of other people’s misery.” 

The police investigation into 
the scandal was launched in 
1994 after the Independent re- 
vealed a secret Bucking- 
hamshire county council report 
which found residents were 
subjected “to a catalogue of 
abuse, deprivation, humihation 
and torment." Gordon Rowe 
committed suicide last year, 
the day before he was due to be 
charged with a string of abuse 
offences including three rapes. 

Angela Rowe, 39, of Wind- 
sor, Berkshire, was yesterday 
found guilty of a fourth charge. 
A count of indecent assault 
I will lie on file. Held, 42, has 


deprivation and torment * 

Desmond TWIy and Angela Rowe, and Stoke Place Mansion House, beal and Plucc, poUcc were cdU h 


been convicted of three ill- 
treatment counts. A fourth 
which will remain on file. 

Tully yesterday became the 

third member of staff to be con- 
victed of 01-treatment He was 

deared of two other charges and 
a fourth will remain on file. 

Police found evidence of 
mental, physical or sexual abuse 
against at least 40 of the 70 res- 
idents, some with mental ages 
as low as three. Respond, a char- 
ity which is counselling some of 


them, said they were the most 
seriously traumatised cases they 
had seen. 

Pauline Hennessey, whose 
late sister Janet Ward was a res- 
ident, said: “At the end of the 
day, we placed our children m 
their care because social services 
recommended that this was a fit 
place for them to live. What 
happened?" 

But Audrey Bainbridge, who 
chairs its social services com- 
mittee, said they were proud of 


how they had investigated the 
home and protected residents 
welfare. _ 

Kingston Crown Court heard 
of a brutal, authoritarian 
regime. But the true picture, 
with bullying, manipulative 
Gordon Rowe in the middle of 
it, was for more alarming In 
one incident, he hosed down a 
resident who had incontinence 
problems in the garden. He 
raped and sexually abused a 
number of his .female 


-favourites" and beat and 

punched other residents. 

He terrified staff and let it pc 
known that he was a Mason with 
friends in useful places. Social 
services despair that no one re- 
ported problems earlier. But 
Gary Morten, who worked 
there, said: “You had to be there 
to understand the power and 
control that went on." 

There were warning signs 
for the authorities. While Rowe 
was preparing to open btoke 
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trn&m The cruelty torment’ at care homes B 

thrived onsecrecyl 

How 7ihe Independent reported the allegations of abuse in September 1994 

How a blind eye was turned to 
kicks, punches and torments 

. „ , . arraneedwith social services for Rowe. The medical authon 


One former member of staff 
broke down and cried in the 
witness box when he recalled 
how Jacqui Goddard had been 
treated, writes Louise Jury. 

Jacqui is a tiny, parti ally- 
blind woman with Down's Syn- 


peared. Also, she w3S on nine 
different types of drugs - 
although one is now deemed 
sufficient to treat a thyroid 
problem. 

It has emerged that Jacqui s 
own local authority, which 

. ■ I .A >1. _ *4«#1 M(Vf 


arranged with social services for 
him to go into a home when he 
was 21 to prepare him for life 
when they were no longer able 
to care for him. 

Shaun, now 37, became one 


Rowe. The medical authori- 
ties say it was a seizure. 

Janet was a pretty young 
woman who deteriorated com- 
pletely at Stoke Place, becom- 
ing disruptive and violent and 


Shaun, now 37, became one ing disruptive a.m v lureU i -wu 
jacqui is a uny, " “jT-LT *nfhnritv which of the “working lads," forced to even losing ihe abihty to speak, 

blind woman with Downs Syn- Loot mend day after day in the gar- Onb’ after she eftthe home did 

drome. She was regularly dten despite his hatred of it. Gor- her family discover the ap- 

dragged outside and forced to donKe kicked and punched palling regime and -that Rowe 

e . at e Lawvers acting for Jacqui, him when he pi..... J Uornnnt lnnr- ’Ruvhnilri Sail] 


dragged outside and forced to 
eat her meals on the patio 
dressed only in scanty indoor 
clothes, even in the bitter cold. 

When her older brother. Bill, 
found out, he could barely be- 
lieve it. “You couldn’t print 
what I feel about the Rowes, 
he says. -“When I found out I 
was heartbroken and I fell bit- 
terly guilty. I should have 
known." 

But even social services 
inspectors were missing the 
signs. Looking back, there were 

r . - _ J- ,Lnl oil nnc rml 


her for three years. 

Lawyers acting for Jacqui, 
now 50, hope to take legal 
action against those Bill God- 
dard believes let the residents 
down - including the councils. 

“I hold them responsible as 
well as Gordon and Angel 
Rowe and the rest,” he says. “If 
it’s the last thing I ever do, the 
borough councils are going to 


Even now, if Shaun is any- 
where near Stoke Place, his 
body goes rigid in terror. Only 
when he realises he is not to be 
sent back can he relax and 
smile. He has been resettled at 
another home in Devon, where 
he is for happier. 

There is no chance of that 
happening for another resi- 
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teriy guuty. . — — r~ . councils are going to there is no co^ 

*™Bu^ even social services SOm *' Ytadfwho died la* 
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a few indications that afi was not brokenheart after the trauma 

ay g-S.’tt? “ of be* -F« by Gordon 


her family discover the ap- 
palling regime and -that Rowe 
had been abusing her. 

Her aunt June Ravbaud said 
in the last few years of her life, 
Janet sighed a lot and laughed 
less. Janet spoke often of the im- 
pending court case where she 
would have given evidence. 
“She was going to tell the judge 
about the ‘naughty people" and 
then the judge would put them 
into prison and then all of her 
friends would be safe." Mrs. 
Raybaud recalls. “Her story 
always ended the same way - 
the naughty people went to 
prison." 


Place, police were called in to 
his former workplace m Som- 
erset to investigate claims that 
he had sexually abused a resi- 
dent. No prosecution ensued 
and lawyers advised Bucking- 
hamshire that they had no 
grounds to refuse him a cure 
home license. A source in Som- 
erset. however, saw there was 
no prosecution only because the 
victim was mentally disabled _ 
There were clues, too. hi tnfc.'G 
. homes’ record books. whicfe.- 
deseribeU residents with mcd-... ; 
ieal problems left untreated 
for davs and even hints of 
abuse.’ Some of the female 
“favourites" sometimes com- 
plained of soreness between the 
• legs. Yet the first alarm was 
raised onlv in April 1991. when 
a local authority passed on a se- 
rious-assault allegation against 
Gordon Rowe. 

In October 1993. Thames 
Valiev police investigated oth- 
er claims but decided tberev 
was not enough evidenoe 
prosecute. The Police Com- 
plaints Authority is now inves- 
tigating the police conduct. 
"Eventually, in November 
1993. Buckinghamshire 
launched its own detailed in- 
vestigation. Almost immedi- 
ately. Gordon and Angela 
i- Rowe withdrew from manage- 
ment of the homes which were 
e then providing an annual in- 
i'- conic of more than £200.000 
> and a lifestyle which included 
id two homes’ in America. Gar- 
k. don's son, NigeL, was left in 
id charge . There was no evidence 
p- of wrongdoing against him. 

ve Many families fell the li- 
cences should have been with- 
id drawn bui the council's legal 
:e, advice ruled against' Loral au- 
ed thorities with residents at the 
n- homes were informed in; June 

he 1994 and some families re- 
:e. wived letters. But. for others the 
ge first they knew of the abuse was 
nd when the Independent broke ihe 
?m story in September that year, 
icr They were appalled. The pohe j 
Irs investigation was reopened. Af- 
jry ter an initial interview. Gordon 
y 1 Rowe had a menial breakdown 
to and was never again considered 
fit for questioning. 
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the queen's speech 


Blair aim is a mixture 
of idealism and realism 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 


Tony Blair’s government will be rad- 
ical, modern and “very definitely new 
Labour, the Prime Mmisterpromised 
yesterday as he introduced his leg- 
islative programme. 

an John Major told him: “The road 
to hell is paved with good in ten- 
dons. 

Mr Blair's government was full of 
such intentions, the Conservative Par- 
ty leader said, and the British people 
would pay the price in higher public 
spending bills and higher taxes. 

Yesterday's clash was the first Com- 
mons exchange since Tbny Blair and 
John Major swapped roles, and at 
times the only change seemed to be 
the faci that Mr Blair stood at the Gov- 
enunent rather than the Opposition 
J itch -box. 


le Prime Minister continued his 
old habit of attacking the Conserva- 
tives’ record, while the new Opposi- 
tion leader continued to warn of the 
dangers of a Labour government 
almost as if he were still m office. 

Opening the debate, Mr Blair 
claimed that his government would 
. demonstrate ** long-ter m ism : in 
action". 

“This is the ambitious, practical pro- 
gramme of a new Labour government 
that has its feet on the ground, sound 
values in its heart and the necessary 
mixture of idealism and realism which 
the modem age demands," he told the 
House of Commons. 

in 

the whole nation and we will serve the 
whole nation.” 

Mr Blair said his party’s landslide 
victory had given it a dear mandate 
“to modernise what is- outdated, to 
mate feirwhat is unjust, and to do both 
by the best means available, irre- 
spective of doctrine or dogma, with- 
out fear or favour." 

The Prime Minister said education 
remained his first priority. “Building 
.the best-educated and best-slrillea 
nation in the Western world wiD take 
time, of course, but at least now we 
are making a start 1 want this gov- 
ermnent to be long-tennism in action,” 
he said. 

In Europe, he promised to replace - 
isolationism with leadership, in poli- 
tics, to dean up public life and in the 
economy, to replace Conservative 
“boom and bust" with stability. 

Mr Blair said be intended to pro- 
vide strong leadership and to build on 
the hope and optimism which the elec- 
tion result had set “coursing through 
the veins of our nation." 

“We will not put right the damage . 
of lS years in 18 days, or 18 months, 
but we will start as we mean to gp on 
- setting the agenda, not having h set 
for us,” he said. 

Conservative scares over what could 
happen under a Labour government 
no longer carried any weight, he said. 

“People know them to be false. They 
rejected them in the last election- If 
Tory MR have learnt no lessons from 
the last election defeat, they had bet- 
ter prepare themselves for the next 
one,” he said. 

The minimum wage would help to 
underpin the system with fairness 
and the redistribution of lottery mon- 
ey would heto.toput the Government 
in touch with the people. 

The former prime minister said that 
Labour had inherited a nation in bet- 
ter shape than it had been for many 
years, with inflation at its lowest for 
50 years, tax at its lowest for 60 years 
and the lowest interest and mortgage 
rates for a generation. 

Employment was rising, unem- 
ployment was falling and standards of 
health and education were improving, 
Mr Major said 



“The new government deserves 
some goodwill and it deserves some 
hick. I am willing to give it goodwill 
and for the sake of the country X am 
prepared to wish it luck. No govern- 
ment has ever come to office with such 
an inheritance, but it was an infaeri- 
tance won against daily opposition and 
obstruction of many of the members 
now sitting opposite on the govern- 
ment benches,” he said 

Labour's plan to abolish the As- 
sisted Places scheme would simply 
open np new social divides, he 
claimed 

“The Government don’t believe 
that children from less wefl-off fami- 
lies should have the opportunity to 
attend good public schools. Only 
those children whose parents can 


afford it can go. Under new Labour, 
the size of the wallet matters most in 
education,” he said 

Although he was prepared to work 
with the Government where its poli- 
cies reflected those of the Conserva- 
tives. Mr Major said that he would 
oppose many of its Bills vigorously. 

On devolution. Labour had not only 
failed to answer the West Lothian 
question on how Scottish MPs could 
vpte rm En glish affairs at \tfe sfrnins ter, 
while English MPs could not vote on 
Scottish affairs. It had also failed to 
answer “the West Devon, West Hamp- 
shire and the West Lancashire ques- 
tion,” he said 

Mr Major added: “On devolution 
the Government have always had the 
best slogans, but I believe they have 


had the worst arguments.” The for- 
mer prime minister also criticised as 
“profoundly mistaken” the decision by 
Gordon Brown, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, to hand interest rate 
decisions to the Bank of England 

“What he has done is to hand a very 
important political power to un elect- 
ed officials, damage his choices as 
Chancellor of the Exchequer," Mr 
Major said 

“He has taken a vital choice away 
from himself, damaged bis choices in 
managing the economy, ensured ufi- 


be held back.' 

Mr Major, in generous mood 
praised the Labour left-winger Chris 
Mullin, MP for Sunderland South, who 
was selected by his party to second the 


speech. Mr Mullin, like, Mr Major, 
used to live in Brixtoa 
“He was burgled so regularly that 
be put a note on his door _ Tve been 
robbed so many times that if you find 
anything of value you’re welcome to 
it'," Mr Major said 
He added: “I know how he feels. So 
far as policy is concerned I nearly put 
a similar note on the door of the Cab- 
inet Room when I left it," he said 
The Liberal Democrat leader, Pad- 
dy Ashdown, said bis party would play 
a role of “constructive opposition" in 
the new Parliament. 

“Of course we shall criticise the 
Government where we believe they are 
wrong - and especially where their ac- 
tions fall short of the programme of 
reform the country needs,” he said 


Drop in young jobless 
leads to a new deal 


Diana Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Some targets move t °* >f £*; ev8 j£l 

i government that makes it dear it has 

nt the ground running- . 

Th e Labour manifesto pledge to 

— — -?ople unem- 

sk months 


©pie. There are no roug« 
them who have been out of work 

r as long as six months. 

Gordon Brown will w bony 

th his Budget-wboseesaa date nod 

MtSf still has not been 

If the promised welfare-to-work 

f^^howed the total number 

. i^Niwii benefit feB by 


The speech set out the well-known 
' options for taking the young ted 
l ong -term unemployed off the dole. 
For 250,000 under-25s - including the 
179,500 who have now been out of 
work fin - more than half a year - there 
wffl be foarpossibilities. 

These are: a private-sector job with 
a £60*-week subsidy to the employ- 
er for six months; , volunta ry-sec tor 
work for benefit, plus an extra al- 
lowance for np to six months; full-time 
study on an approved course; or a job 
with die new Environment TMc Ebroe. 

In addition, there will be a £75 re- 
bate for employers who take on some- 
one who has been unemployed for 
more than two years-- There were 
359,600 people, mainly men between 
25 and 49, in this posiuon last month. 

Ibeschemes wul be fended by pro- 
ceeds from the windfall levy on pri- 
vatised utilities to be introduced in the 
budget, and are expected to cost 
around £3bn. 

Their reaffirms tion in thc Queen’s 


Speech was welcomed warmly across 
a wide spectrum of opinion. Victor 

Adebowale of Centrepoint, the home- 
lessness charily whose Foyer scheme 
ministers have praised said: "Youth 
unemployment is a national scandal 
which needs not one, but several so- 
phisticated solutions.” 

Ruth Lea, head of policy at the In- 
stitute ofUirector^sa^ “Making peo- 
ple more, employable has tx> be the 
[With un- 


employment and poverty, 
she said the Government should fb- 
cas its efforts on people who had been 

out of wade for more than two years 
as so many of the others would find 
jobs anyway. 

There were no clues yesterday 
about any surprise welfare-to-work 
measures that might be induded in the 
budget There has been speculation 
that the Chancellor wants to make an 
early start on more ambitious plans, 
such as a new tax credit for the low- 
paid to improve woii incentives. . 




Fox-hunting ban 
faces a long wait 


Jason Bennetto 

Prospects of a ban on fox-hunting in 
the near future receded after Labour 
appeared to distance itself yesterday 
from taking direct action. 

It is understood it will rely on a Pri- 
vate Member's BUI, which are notori- 
ous^ difficult to get through 
Parliament, to change toe law. How- 
ever, the Home Office has no current 
plans to draft and support an anti-fox- 
hunting Bill for a Labour MP to 
adopt Jack Straw, Home Secretary, 
asked yesterday whether toe Govern- 
ment would introduce a ban, would 
only repeat Labour’s manifesto com- 
mitment to give MPs a free vote in the 
firtirtm tins on the issue. 

But a Home Office source later 
made it dear that a ban on fox-hunt- 
ing was not apriority for the Home Of- 
fice, and would be left to an MP to 
bring in. The source said: “Wj have the 
next five years to bring in legislation, 
this is not considered a priority.” 

While there is a dear majority in the 


Commons opposed to people with 
hounds chasing foxes, Private Mem- 
bers’ Bills can be easily thwarted bypar- 
fiamemaxy procedure. 

The development wiD be greeted 
with dismay by anti-hunting cam- 
paigners and many MPs, who be- 
liewd that although Labour has never 
directly pledged to outlaw fox hunts, 
toe so-called sport would be brought 
to an end with toe introduction of a 
new government 

This belief was reinforced by com- 
ments made by Tbny Blair that he 
would vote to ban fox-bunting if 
Labour won the election. 

Shortly before the election Tbny 
Banks, who has since been made 
Sports Mimster. wrote to Mr Bter ask- 
ing him to sort out “confusion” over 
toe issue foUowing toe publication of 
toe Pam’s manifesto amid fears that 
Labour had watered (town their posi- 
tion on fox-hunting. 

Mr Banks said at the time: “Ifit isn't 
clarified, there wiD be intense anger 
about this, starting with me.” 


A DAVID., t 

Aaronovitch < 
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Clanking spirits 
condemned to a 
tropical garden 


t was like colonic irrigation, or a visit from Dyno-rod. 
You had no idea how much crud had accreted in toe 
-pipes and tubes carrying political debate in this country, 
ctl - od 1 May - it was flushed out by the electorate. 
Many of those uncomfortable and smelly bits of encrusta- 
tion that had lodged in the S-bends of Parliament bad gone, 
many of them forever. Jacques “Buzz-saw” Arnold; Lady 
Olga Maitland; Harry “sbouter" Greenway and many, 
many more were carried out on the flow. 

All of a sudden there was to be no more preoccupation 
with the golf-club prejudices of sections of the Conservative 
Party, we were now permitted to consider abolishing hered- 
itary peerages, establishing Scottish parliaments, what to do 
about “ordinary" schools, and what would really be in our 
own best interests in Europe. The d rains unblocked, the 
colon cleansed, we could breathe a Utile easier - and invite 
guests round once more. 

The colour said it alL Occupying one half of one side of 
the Chamber was a uniform (though thinning ) phalanx of 
insubstantial grey men in grey suite- This remnant of the 
party of power sat looking anxious and somehow decayed, 
like the recently deceased do in films about ghosts. Some- 
how or other they had died and their spirits were con- 
demned to wander Westminster unshrwen, looking for 
somebody to haunt. But would they be any good at chain- 
rattling and hideous moaning? They weren’t sure. 

Equally unhappy, their leadership candidates sat along 
the front bench, each carefully separated from the other by 
the ethereal form of a colleague. 

The disappearing form of Clarke was saved from rubbing 
its wraithly bottom with the vague buttocks of Hague, by 
the intercession of a ghastly Mawhinney; Hague from 
Howard (his grin set m a terrible rigor) by the skeletal Sir 
George Young Howard from Lfiley by Douglas Hogg; Ul- 
ley from Dorrell by Sir Nicholas Lyell. In death, there is no 
such thing as society; only rags and coffins. 

On the other side of the House - as though the afcte 
were an ocean - it was tropical summer. Women in gaudy 
colours danced sambas in the packed gangways; then 
orange, salmon, scarlet, lime and yellow dresses like a col- 
lection of fruits and flowers, sprouting up in an almost 
indecent profusion. Women! And to add to the feeling of 
exotica, blacks! Black women! Gaysl Young people! Young, 
gay black women! (Actually, no.) And twins. The Eagle 
twins, Maria and Angela (Liverpool Gaiston and Wallasey 
respectively) sat beside each other in identical scarlet suits, 
looking like two overripe, happy strawberries. 

On the graveyard side a strange man wife glasses, a high 
voice and an eerily familiar manner got up and tried his 
hand at a bit of moaning. “Whooooooo,” he groaned quiet- 
ly, “As I am shall ye be! Yell rue the day that ye tampered 
with the British constitution, did away with assisted places, 
introduced a windfall tax, or altered any part of the inheri- 
tance that I bequeathed ye. Hooooo!” Behind ten the 
more energetic ghouls danked a little and whistled through 
their teeth. 

But from the middle of his tropical garden a boyish 
Prime Minister regarded this visitation with a mixture of 
sympathy and amusement. 

It was like one of those thrillers where the dead unde 
has called his assorted nieces and nephews to the family 
solicitor's, and entertained them from beyond the grave, 
with injunctions to behave themselves if they are to inherit. 
Except this nephew listened courteously, and then replied - 
as if to himself - “but I am alive. And you are dead.” 


The Bills 


Education (Reduction In Class Sizes) BID: Money raised from 
phasing out the AssJsted-Place Scheme to reduce classes. 
Education Bill: To raise school standards; give parents a rote 
on local education authorities; help to finance school repairs; 
change policies on selection in grammar schools; establish a 
General Teaching Council; new student loans. 

Bank of England BUI: Bank takes control of Interest rales; Bill 
also provides for greater accountability of the Bank. 
Competition Bill: Reforms and strengthens competition law; 
prohibits anti-competitive deals and abuse of market power. 
Statutory Right to Interest on Debts Bill: A new right to claim 
interest on late payment of commercial debts and a requires 
large firms fo declare how many bills they paid (ale. 

National Minimum Wage Bill: Provides a statutory national 
minimum wage. 

Finance Bill: Enacts the Budget expected next month. 

Crime and Disorder Bfll: Fast-track punishment for young 
offenders; replaces repeat cautions with a single final police 
warning; reverses the burden of proof to defendants in crimin a l 
cases involving children aged 10-13; new sentencing powers. 
Firearms (Amendment) (NoJZ) BIU: Extends the ban on private 
possession of handguns to smafi-caObre weapons, although the 
Government will offer a free vote in the Commons. 

National Health Service (Private Finance) Bill: Clarifies the 
power of NHS Trusts to enter into contracts with the private 
sector to build hospitals under the Private Ffaiance Initiative. 
National Lottery (Amendment) Bilk Allows Lottery funds to 
be used to promote education, health and other initiatives. 

Local Authority (Capital Receipts) Blti: Aimed at allowing local 
authorities to use receipts from the sale of council houses for 
building new homes and renovating old ones. 

Referendum (Scotland and Wales) KU: Authorises referenda 
on a Scottish parliament and a Welsh assembly. 

Scotland But Subject to the result of the referendum, this 
will establish the Scottish Parliament 
Wales Bilk Also subject to the referendum, this will set up a 
Welsh Senedd, inheriting the powers of the Welsh Secretary. 
European Convention on Human Rights Bill: Allows UK 
citizens to enforce their rights without having to go to the 
European Court erf Human Rights In Strasbourg, 

Data Protection Bill: Appfies stronger protection to personal, 
computerised and manually held records. 

Greater London Authority (Referendum) Bilk Referendum for 
new strategy authority for the London and elected mayor. 
Regional Development Agencies Bill: New bodies in the 
regions to encourage Inward investment are! small buanesses. 
Northern Ireland (Emergency Provisions) BUI: Wifi replace 
and re-enact provisions to preserve peace and law and order 
Northern Ireland (Parades and Marches) BUI: Transfers 
decisions on marches from the poBce to a new Parades 
Commission 

European Communities (Amendment) Bilk Will be needed 
after the rolling Intergovernmental Conference on Europe is 
completed to ratify a new EU Treaty. 

Bills promised but not identified in speech 

Soda! Security Bill: Simplifies benefits dedsJoiwnakjng 
and appeals process and Introduces new National 
Insurance measures. 

immigration Appeals (Amendment) Bilk Remedies deficiencies 
for departing those who are a threat to national security. 
Wireless Telegraphy (Radio Spectrum) Bill; Introduces 
auctions of raeflo spectrum, Hkely. to lead to higher charges 
for mobile phone users and taxi firms. 

Comprehensive Hast Ban Treaty Ratification Bid: to ratify 
the international agreement to end nuclear weapons testing. 
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The central economic objectives of my 
Government are high and stable levels of 
economic growth and employment, to be 
achieved by ensuring opportunity for all. 


the queen’s speech 

My Government has pledged to mount a 
fundamental attack upon youth and 
long-term unemployment... 


A new partnership with business will be at the 
heart of ffif Government’s plans to build a 
modem and dynamic economy to improve the 
competitivefiess of British industry. 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


An education Bill abolishing 
the assisted places scheme will 
be one of the first pieces of new 
legislation to reach the statute 
book. 

The scheme, which subsidis- 
es independent school fees for 
lesswcli-off pupils, will be end- 
ed before the summer recess 
and the money saved will be 
used to help reduce infant class 
sizes to 30 and under. 

David BIunfceiL the Secretary 
of State for Education, decid- 
ed to introduce the emergency 
Bill to stop independent schools 
offering more places for Sep- 
tember 1WS. A second Bill to 
be introduced in the autumn will 
concentrate on raising stan- 
dards and changing school 
structures. 

There will be a series of 
measures which will give the 
Government a tighter grip over 
both schools and local author- 
ities. Testing for live-year-olds, 
which the Conservatives sup- 
ported but did not make statu- 
tory, will become mandatory. 

Ministers will announce to- 
day that a new qualification for 
headteachers, which was to 
have been voluntary under the 
Conservatives, wul become 
compulsory. 

Local authorities wfll be re- 
quired to set targets of achieve- 
ment. Ministers and civil 
servants are discussing whether 
to make school targets statuto- 
0’ as pan of their drive to 
achieve national literacy and nu- 
meracy targets announced ear- 


lier this week. The Conserva- 
tives wanted schools to set their 
own targets. 

Local authorities wil] be rc- 


wlll also have to set up pub- 
lic/private partnerships to pro- 
vide nursery education in place 
of the nursery voucher scheme, 
which will be scrapped. 

Mr Blunkelt vail take new 
powers which wfll allow him to 
force local authorities to dose 
failing schools and reopen them 
under new management. 

Authorities said they wanted 
to work with ministers to im- 
prove standards but urged the 
Government to give them more 
powers to intervene earlier in 
falling schools. Last night they 
also asked Mr Blunkett to give 
them a statutory duly to raise 
standards. Graham Lane of the 
Local Government Association 
said: “You can't run 24.000 
schools from the Department 
for Education." 

Ministers want to empha- 
sise they are more interested in 
raising standards in the class- 
room than in school structures. 
But pledges to abolish grant 
maintained status and to offer 
schools the choice of becoming 
foundation, community or aid- 
ed will be honoured. 

The Bill will also make pro- 
vision for parental ballots on the 
future admissions policies of the 
remaining 161 grammar 
schools. 

A General Teaching Council 
to promote and regulate (he 
teaching profession will be set 


up. There will be an enabling 
clause to allow the Government 
to reform loans for students in 
higher education alter the 
Dealing report is published in 
July. 

Details of the changes will be 
published in a White Paper be- 
fore the end of next month. Mr 
Blunkett has promised fuU con- 
sultation with both local au- 
thorities and grant maintained 
schools. 

David Hart, general secretary 
of the National Association o"f 
Head Teachers, said that beads 
would support much of the 
programme though the absence 
of extra money was "a glaring 
omission". 

Nigel de Gruchy, general 
secretary of the National As- 
sociation of Schoolmasters 
Union of Women Ibachers. 
said that re distributi n g a s s isted 
places money would be “virtu- 
ally impossible with the present 
rigid formula under local man- 
agement of schools". He added: 
“The neatest way forward 
would be to establish, step by 
step, a contractual entitlement 
for teachers not to have to 
leach classes above 30." 

Local authorities, while em- 
phasising that they were de- 
lighted with nmch erf the speech, 
were concerned that the Gov- 
ernment should not centralise 
too much power in Whitehall. 

Mr Lane warned ministers 
not to set targets for authorities 
and schools nationally. “There 
would have to be different tar- 
gets for different authorities and 
different schools, dependent 
on their circumstances." 


Pupils from Wetherby school waiting at Buckingham Palace yesterday to see the Queenleaving for Westminster Photograph: Reoecca Naaen/PA 


EDUCATION 

End of school 
fees aid to be 
first priority 


SHORTS 

£5bn housing cash freed 

The Government’s manifesto promise to tackle 
homelessness will be addressed In a Bill allowing the 
phased release of up to £5bn in council house sales 
receipts. But there is no sign yet of Labour fulfilling its 
other promise of a new duty on local authorities to protect 
those who are homeless through no fault of their own or 
who are in priority need. 

Officials described the Local Authority (Capital 
Receipts) Bill announced yesterday as "the first step 
towards delivering the Government's commitment to 
reinvest capital receipts from the sale of council houses in 
building new homes and renovating old ones". As wef! as 
tackling homelessness, ministers see the new programme 
as a means of providing work in the construction industry. 

The Conservatives said during the election campaign 
that the interest raised by the receipts helped to keep 
down public borrowing. Fran Abrams 


Bank Governor takes charge 

The Bank of England Bill sets out the new framework for 
monetary policy, after the Chancellor's announcement last 
week that he was handing over the responsibility for setting 
interest rates. A new Monetary Policy Committee at the Bank 
of England will decide the level of rates by majority vote 
each month, in order to meet the Governments inflation 
! target Gordon Brown Is to set the target in next month's 
| Mansion House speech and subsequently in each Budget 
I The new committee will consist off the Governor and his 
I deputy, a second deputy to be announced, two of tiie 
Bank's executive directors and four new appointments. It wfll 
! answer to the Bank's Court of Directors, which will be 
| reformed to incorporate a wider range of interests. The 
House of Commons Treasury Select Committee wiH also be 
[ able to scrutinise interest rate decisions. Diane Coyle 

1 

Data protection gets tougher 

A new Data Protection Sid mil be introduced by the 
Government to give effect to the IKS EC Data Protection 
Directive. It will mean stronger rules and will apply to certain 
manually held records as well as computerised ones. It will 
also set rules for processing personal data, Including stricter 
conditions for sensitive material about health, race or 
religion. An area of likely controversy win be the impact on 
the media. Labour promises to safeguard its legitimate 
interests in access to Information. Patricia Wynn Davies 

s 

s Radio waves suffer windfall tax 

An extra "windfall tax” from minicab companies, and mobile 
phone and pager networks breaks the link between licence 
fees and and the costs of the radio spectrum used by 
i businesses. A Blit will enable the Government to auction off 
i licences of radio frequencies for set periods m particularly 
j congested areas. The legislation could add 50p a week to 
the cost of each minicab, and lOp a week to the cost of a 
| mobile phone or pager, ft is thought that this move could 
j raise as much as £1bn for the government Sam Coates 

! Agencies for English regions 

j Development agencies to promote investment and help 
i smart business are to be created as part of Labour's 
j strategy for the English regions. The agencies could be 
i Jawing within two years, starting on 1 April 1999, but there 
\ (s no commitment to spend any extra money On them as 
I they would be funded by redeploying resources from 
■ ex, sting schemes. The new organisations would also co- 
* ordinaje economic development as existing agencies m 
! and Northern Ireland have done. The Bin '« 

j expected m the autumn but there is no sign of the promised 
i re 9 t o na l government assemblies. Christian Wolmw 


NORTHERN IRELAND 

Fresh measures swept in to 
deal with Ulster conflict 


David McKtirick 

Ireland Correspondent 


The Government's plans for 
Northern Ireland as outlined in 
the Queen's speech had a de- 
cided clement of the new 
broom, promising movement 
on a range of fronts including 
the contentious issue of 
loyalist marching. 

But although the marching 
season is now- upon Northern 
Ireland, the proposed legislation 
wfll not be ready' until next year. 
This means arrangements for 
this year's 3.000-plus parades 
will continue to he the prima- 
ry responsibility of the Royal 
ULucr Constabulary. 

Mo Mowlam. Secretary of 
State for Northern Ireland! ap- 
pealed to both Unionists and 
nationalists to do all they could 


to avoid a recurrence of what 
she described as last year's “ap- 
palling events''. She added: 
“His ion 1 will not easily forgive 
anyone who seeks to bring 
about such a repetition. I am 
convinced that the best way of 
making progress is through di- 
alogue leading to accommoda- 
tion and agreement at local 
level. I urge all who are work- 
ing to achieve accommodation 
to redouble their efforts." 

Ms Mowlams appeal re- 
sected the widespread appre- 
hension that the marching 
season could once again bring 
confrontation fo the streets. 
Although strenuous efforts to 
reach agreement have been 
made, there is no guarantee that 
events such as July 's Drumcrcc 
march will not once again flare 
into trouble. 


The other mentions of 
Northern Ireland laid consid- 
erably more emphasis on the 
Anglo-Irish relationship than 
was the case during the lost two 
years of the Major administra- 
tion. Official sources said the 
government was committed to 
both the 1985 Anglo-Irish 
Agreement, and to the frame- 
work documents published 
jointly by London and Dublin 
in February 1995. 

This will displease the major 
Unionist parties, which de- 
nounced the framework docu- 
ments as being far too “green" 
and have declared they will not 
use them as a basis for negoti- 
ation. Multi-party talks arc to 
resume in Belfast on 3 June, 
when Unionists can be expect- 
ed to attempt to prevent the 
documents being placed on the 


agenda. A series of reforms are 
promised in areas such as pro- 
visions for human rights. 
Northern Ireland’s main anti- 
terrorist legislation is to be 
overhauled, while (here is a 
commitment to reforms in 
policing. 

Policing in general is to have 
a programme of reform aimed 
at increasing public confidence 
In the RUC, with a review of 
how appointments arc made to 
the Northern Ireland Police Au- 
thority. 

The promised incorporation 
of the European Convention on 
Human Rights into UK law wiD, 
il is said, have important im- 
plications for Northern Ire- 
land. the Government believing 
that specific rights protections 
are needed to deal with its 
unique problems. 


COMPETITIVE PRACTICES SOCIAL SECURITY 


Firms fined for 
abusing power 


Michael Har ri s on 


Companies found guilty of 
operating catteJs or abusing their 
market power face behjg fined up 
to 10 per cent of their turnover 
under legislation aimed at 
strengthening competition law. 

The Government's legislative 
programme also con tains a Bill 
giving firms a statutory right to 
claim interest on late payments 
- a particular problem lor snail 
firms. 

However, it appears to have 
backed away from introducing 
laws to make it difficult to launch 
hostile takeover bids. Plans for 
a root-and-branch reform of 
competition bodies such as the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission and the Office of Fair 
Trading also appear to have 
been put cm the backbumer. 

The Competition Bill will 
have the effect of incorporating 
articles 85 and 86 of the Treaty 
of Rome into UK legislation. 
This wfll give the director-gen- 
eral of Fhir Trading, John 
Bridgcmaiu similar powers to 


the European Commission's 
cartel-busring division. He will 
be able to mount down raids on 
companies suspected of oper- 
ating price-firing rings or abus- 
ing their power in particular 
markets. Third parlies will also 
have the right to daim damages. 

The legislation wfll replace the 
Restrictive Trade Practices Act 
with a new law prohibiting anti- 
competitive agreements, pro- 
viding a stronger deterrent 
against abuses of market power. 

The OFT and business or- 
ganisations hare lobbied king and 
hard fora reform of competition 
law and yesterday the Confed- 
eration of British Industry wel- 
comed the new measures." 

But the new Fair Payment of 
Commercial Debts Bill has split 
the business community. Apart 
from giving firms a statutory 
right to interest above a given 
threshold, it will also require 
large firms to publish their 
record on late payment and re- 
quire government departments 
to pay’ their hills on time. 

Business comment, page 23 


Thirty six cen- 
tury bold on two 


Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

The social security framework 
will be simplified and mod- 
ernised in order lo make it more 
cost efficient and quicker. 

Procedures will be made 
more simple, the tax/benefit 
system will be streamlined and 
new technology brought in to 
replace the existing system, 
much of which was set up more 
than SO years ago. 

The Department of Social 
Security would not say yesterday 
exactly what form the changes 
would take, but it seems likely 
that it will cany on the empha- 
sis started by Peter LiQey when 
he was Secretary of Stale for So- 
cial Security. A review of the DSS 
last October looked for cost-cut- 
ting by the Benefits Agency. 

Employers will face fines if 
their employees' National In- 
surance contributions are not 
paid - following the regime in- 
troduced by the Inland Revenue 
and Customs and Excise to 
combat tax evasion. 


Employers will also be al- 
lowed to settle National Insur- 
ance liability on minor and 
irregular payments to employ- 
ees jd a single lumpsum as they 
can for tax. 

But consumer groups said 
that the changes could make it 
more difficult to appeal against 
decisions. Janet AUbeson. social 
policy officer for the National 
Association of Citizens' Ad- 
vice Bureaux, said: “There is a 
shift in the balance which makes 
the system a lot easier for civil 
servants to administer but takes 
away important safeguards.” 

One suggestion in the con- 
sultation document last year had 
been to hurry up appeals by re- 
moving the automatic right to 
a hearing in person, and if il was 
heard in person to have only a 
chairman rather than two lay 
members as well 

Ms Allbcson urged Labour 
not to hurry through ideas 
which were thought up when the 
Conservatives were in power but 
“stop and think ... and put their 
own stamp on it”. 


HEALTH SERVICE 

Go-ahead for 
first NHS 


PFI hospital 


Joramy Laurance 

Health Editor 


The first hospitals in the his- 
toiy of the National Health 
Service to be built with private 
money will receive the go- 
ahead. 

Plans for the two hospitals, 
the Norfolk and Norwich in 
East Angli a and the Dari ford 
and Gravcsham in Kem. to- 
gether worth £30()m. were 
agreed months ago but have 
been held up because of fears 
that NHS trusts did not have 
the legal power to enter duals 
with the private sector. 

A Bill to be published to- 
morrow will remove this final 
barrier and is expected to re- 
lease the logjam of projects 
awaiting approval under the 
Private Finance Initiative 
(PFI). A total of 73 schemes, 
worth a total of £794m. are at 
various stages of negotiation. 

Although the schemes will 
provide much-needed capital 
funds for the NHS. after cuts 
of 17 per cent in the allocation 
from the Trcasuiy over the 
past two yeans, it will give 
banks and "private consortia a 
bigger say in the running of the 
service. 

“The number of beds will be 
determined tty market forces 
rather than medical need." 
David Hunter, director of the 
Nuffield Institute for Health 
Policy, in Leeds, said. 

Plans for a Bill to end the 
NHS internal market and 
abolish fundholding have been 
shelved on the advice of civil 
servants who" have suggested 
that Labour's objective of re- 
ducing bureaucracy and ead- 
1 “cwo-tierom* can he 

grieved without legislation. 

A white paper to be pub- 
lished in autumn wfll set our 
proposed changes* £hich will 
only be followed by a Bill if it 
is judged necessary. 

A Health Department 
spokesman said: “The view is 
that yon can go a long way. if 
not all the way. with a white 
paper and administrative 
changes. Don't have legislation 


that you donT need.” 

However, Frank Dobson, 
the Health Secretary, said 
some changes would be in- 
troduced “almost immedi- 
ately." 

Addressing senior staff :it 
the NHS headquarters in 
Leeds last week, he said the 
Government would examine 
the balance of resources de- 
voted to hospital and GP care 
“to ensure these fully reflect 
lineal population needs." 

There are fears that this 
could mean a halt to the trans- 
fer of resources from hospital 
to community cure, alter Mr 
Dobson announced a mora- 
torium on further hospital 
closures in London pending a 
new review, to be completed 
by the end of the year. 

* NHS managers say concen- 
tration of hospital services on 
fewer sites is essential to im- 
prove efficiency and release 
the funds necessary for new 
developments. 

Mr Dobson sard measures 
would also be taken to ensure 
GP fundholders “do not cnjiw 
onfair financial achuoliigcs" 
and to cut down on the -cur- 
rent paperchasc" of forms 
and invoices in the system. 

The Audit Commission 
found in a recent report that 
GP fundholders had amassed 

millions of pounds of unspent 
savings which health authori- 
ties were unable to to touch. 

One administrative dungs 
already being introduced ?n- 
NHS trusts is the switch from 
one- to fhrec-vcar rolling con- 
tracts. 

Tough targets for a reduc- 
tion in spending on manage- 
ment will also, be set. 

Labour has considered es- 
tablishing common hospital 
wailing-lists to prevent pa- 
tients of GP fundholder* gain- 
ing earlier treatment. 

The measure would end 
{wu-tierism with the minimum 
of disruption and cost nothing 
but a health department 
spokesman said there were no 
immediate plans to introduce 
ft . 
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Hoa^h V o rni T ,ent wil1 improve the National 
neaitn Service, as a service providing 

..rf. 0n the basis of need to the 
whole population. 
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My Government is committed to open 
and transparent Government. 


Decentralisation is essential to my Gov- 
ernment’s vision of a modem nation ... 
In the European Union, my Government 
will take a leading role. 




DEVOLUTION 


The Scots and 

Welsh win 
their big break 




H SERVICE 

lead for 


T TTn 


— Onlookers In Central lobby straining to get a view of the Queen yesterday at the State Opening of Parliament 
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Stephen Goodwin 

The people of Scotland and 
Stales will return to the polling 
booths in the autumn to vote on 
whether they want their nations 
to regain a measure of home 
rule. ‘Yes' votes would lead to 
the first parliament in Edin- 
burgh for almost 300 years, 
while Wales would gel a more 
nebulous Senedd, its first na- 
tional assembly since Owain 
GJyndwr’s rising ended in 1406. 

Donald Dewar, Secretary of 
State for Scotland, said yester- 
day that legislation for the two 
re fere odums was being given 
top priority by the new Labour 
government. The Referendum; 
(Scotland and Wales) Bill will 
be published today and its Sec- 
ond Reading is planned for 
early next week. 

Assuming the Bill is passed, 
voters in Scotland will be asked 
to say yes or no to two propo- 
sitions: Do they want a Scottish 
Parliament, and do they want it 
to have power to vary income 
tax by up to 3p in the pound. 
Voters in Whies will simply be 
asked if they want a Welsh 
Senedd. No tax powers are 
proposed for Wales. 

Devolution is likely to be one 
of the most contentious issues 
of this parliamentary session, 
but loiy threats of dogged op- 
position to home rule have 
paled in the face of Labour's 
thumping majority. 

Mr Dewar said he was aware 
that the Toiy-dominated House 
of Lords had been “rattling its 
sabres" over devolution for 
Scotland and Wales but he 


LONDON 


LAW AND ORDER 


tospital 


Capital set to 
elect mayor 
and council 


Total ban on handguns by 
summer will outlaw 40,000 


Randeep Ramesh 

London is to get a new authority 
and an elected mayor to govern 
the capital, which has been de- 
prived of a voice since Margaret 
Thatcher abolished the Greater 
London Council in 1986. 

Elections for a mayor and 
members of the new authority 
would be held in May 2000. The 
Government will bring forward 
a short Bm by the autumn for 
a London-wide referendum to 
be held ue»t year. 

The referendum’s result is 
unlike ly to upset Labour’s plans 
- opinion polls have consistently 
shown support for the propos- 
al r unnin g at more than 70 per 
cent among the city's fourtnD- 
lion voters. 

John Prescott, Deputy Prime 
Minister, and Nick Raynsford, 
the Minister for London, plan 

a Green Paper- to be published 
in July - which will set out de- 
tailed proposals for the role and 
powers of the mayor and the 
Greater London Authority. 

Labour’s manifesto for Lon- 
don made it plain that the new-; 
hr elected authority for London 
would be handed sweeping 
powers over police, transport 
and the environment 

. Led by a directly elected. 
. mayor, the new authority would 
be granted overall strategy m a 

whole range of areas, mcludmg 

the right to appoint the board 
which runs London Transport- 

ResponsibiJityforthepolic- 


oya Doaro 

’ . authority, with a majority of its 
members drawn faajUJ; 
• though the “national policing 
functions of the Metros tan 
.- Police would be safeguarded. 

Although the current admin- 
istration would not appreciate 
- the comparison, the respona- 


^^Tlandusageand 

difference between the 
old system and the Labour pro- 


posals wil] be in the power 
wielded. “The mayor wiD have 
the moral power of having been 
elected. He will be able to stick 
up for the capital. The GLC was 
fatally disabled by not having 
enough power,” said Tbny Tra- 
vers, director of the Greater 
London Group at the London ■ 
School of Economics. 

Nick Raynsford said: “The 
new body wm have an important 
rote for economic development 
— developing partner- ships and 
attracting new investment, with 
the mayor leading trade dele- 
gations. That is very different 
from the GLC’s function.” 

Labour ministers were also 
keen to point out that the elect- 
ed authorities wiD not get “bog- 
ged down'’ in the day-to-day de- 
livery of services and said there 
would be “no conflict of re- 
sponsibility between boroughs 
and the mayor’s function". 

The new set-up is likely to see 
. a mayor elected every four years, 
with annual elections for a third 
of the new executive. With a 
salary of at least £100,000, the 
personal mandate of several 
million voters and a worldwide 

profile, the post of elected may- 
or for London is sure to attract 
- huge interest from politicians 
and businessmen. 

Tbny Banks, the new Minis- 
ter for Spent, has made it clear 
he would stand for the-position, 
as would Steven Norris, the 
former Conservative transport 
minister - even Richard Bran- 
son, the flamboyant chai rm an of 
Vir gin, has not ruled himself out 

The new authority is likely to 

span afr 32 boroughs, as wefi as 

the City of London, which con- 
stitute the capital. Academics 
also believe itwouid have some 
tax-raising powers — for exam- 
ple, introducing road tolls. 

• Borough councils would still 
have responsibility for “social 
provisions'\ including education 
and soda! services. Labour 
minis ters wifi make the point 
that many services - such as 
transport and urban regenera- 1 
tion - have lacked a “strategic" 
vision which will be provided by 
a city-wide authority. 


Jason Bevmetto 

Crime Correspondent 

All handguns, including the less 
powerful 22 revolvers, are ex- 
pected to be banned tty the sum- 
mer, it was disclosed yesterday. 

A Firearms BflJ is one of a 
raft of measures proposed by 
the Government which aims to 
crack down on youth crime 
and antisocial behaviour while 
enhancing citizens' rights. 

Jack Straw, the Home Sec- 
retary, yesterday signalled the 
Government’s determination 
to overcome any threat by the 
House of Lords to block a new 
law to “prohibit the private 
possession of handguns”. 

He said that he intended the 
new Bill to be “short and tight" 
and to be in place “this side of 
summer'’. The new legislation 


will outlaw an estimated 40,000 
22 handguns at a cost of at least 
£12m in compensation. MPs will 
be given a free vote on the mea- 
sure - which is bound to be pas- 
sed by Labour's huge majority. 

Tbe ban is expected to come 
into force at the same time as 
the Firearms Act, which outlaws 
large-calibre handguns. Col- 
lection of the revolvers could 
then start in the autumn. 

Mr Straw said his department 
would give “active considera- 
tion” to restriction on the pos- 
session of shotguns and aiiguns. 

The main law and order 
measure proposed yesterday 
was the Crime and Disorder 
Bill, which will almost certain- 
ly be preceded by a White Pa- 
per, but is intended to be law by 

the end of the year. 

One of the most controversial 


aspects is the creation of a 
nigh time curfew for children 
aged 10 and under. On youth 
justice, the Bill will bring fast- 
track punishment for persistent 
young offenders to halve the 
time from arrest to sentencing. 

Other measures include re- 
placing repeat cautions with a 
single, final warning; scrapping 
the assumption that children 
aged 10 to under 14 are inca- 
pable of telling wrong from 
right; giving courts new powers, 
including imposing “reparation 
orders" to force children as 
young as 10 to make amends by 
working for their victims or the 
community; and introduces new 
orders to make parents face up 
to responsibility for their chil- 
dren's misbehaviour. 

On the disorder front, there 
win be a new “community safe- 


ty order" to curb antisocial be- 
haviour by nuisance neighbours 
and new offences of racial ha- 
rassment and racially-motivat- 
ed violence. Action against 
alcohol-related crime, including 
greater use of bans on street 
drinking, will be introduced. 

On the question of cavil rights 
there are plans for a Bill incor- 
porating the European Con- 
vention on Human Rights into 
domestic legislation; a Data 
Protection Bill; and an Immi- 
gration Bfll which wiD provide 
for a right of appeal for those 
threatened with deportation on 
national security grounds. 

Measures to reform the 
Crown Prosecution Service, 
such as appointing a chief crown 
prosecutor in each police force, 
are to go ahead, but do not need 
legislation. 


PUBLIC HEALTH 

Flood standards 
agency shelved 


CIGARETTE INDUSTRY 

Speedy end to 
tobacco adverts 


Glenda Cooper 

Consumer Affairs 
Correspondent 

The Government yesterday 
pledged to be “open and trans- 
parent” over food safety but did 
not indude plans for immediate 
legislation for a new food stan- 
dards agency in the Queen's 
Sjwech. 

Instead, it will “consult wide- 
ly” on recommendations for tbe 
agency to ensure public health 
in all matters of food policy. 

Last week. Professor Philip 
James of tfie iRowett Research 
Institute in Aberdeen present- 
ed tiw Prime Minister wilha re- 
port commissioned when Tony 
Blair was leader of the Oppo- 
sition. It has gone out for con- 
sultation with comments re- 
quested by 20 June. 

The proposed food agency 
would be responsible for de- 
veloping policy, drafting legis- 
lation and educating tbe public. 
It would report to Parliament 
: through the Department of 
Health, taking away tbe re- 


sponsibility from the Ministry of 

Agriculture Fisheries and Food. 
There would be an overarching 
commission of about 10 mem- 
bers drawn from various back- 
grounds and an executive arm. 

A Cabinet committee chair- 
ed by the Chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster David 
Gaik has been established to 
drive the project forward. But 
until the agency is established, 
changes waD be introduced in 
MAFF to improve openness on 


more information will be made 
available to consumers. 

Legislation will be intro- 
duced as soon as possible, but 
the Government said it was im- 
possible to say whether that 
would be during this session of 
Parliament. 

The Consumers' Association 
said consumers must be given 
a voice at all levels of the pro- 
posed Food Standards Agency. 


made a amercni way; it snouia 
be seen to be made a different 
way," said a spokeswoman. 


way; it should 


Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent . 

The Government's plan to ban 
cigarette advertising as soon as 
possible has taken the tobaoco 
industry by surprise. Tobacco 
companies, who spend more 
than £60m a year on advertis- 
ing and sponsorship, had been 
lobitying the Government to 
phase- in a ban over the life of 
the Parliament. 

They had also been hoping 
that the present voluntary agree- 
ment on advertising between 
themselves and the Govern- 
ment would be used as the ba- 
ss for tbe ban because statutory 
legislation will be harder for any 
future government to reverse. 

The Queen's Speech said a 
draft bill will be introduced to 
create “an effective ban on to- 
bacco advertising during this 
session”. There wiD also be a 
White Paper in the summer 
which will look at other means 
of reducing smoking. 

Tessa Jowell, Minister for 
PuWic Health, said she was com- 


mitted to a ban: “This is an es- 
sential first step. But controlling 
tobacco consumption requires a 
much wider range of measures 
if we are to have a real impact" 

Ms Jowell wiD hold a semi- 
nar in the summer to examine 
all methods of cutting the one 
third of the UK population 
who smoke. 

The legislation for an adver- 
txsriag ban wiD ateo consider ban- 


mes is worth around £8m a year. 

Give Turner, spokesman for 
the Tobacco Manufacturers’ 
Association, said that tobacco 
companies use sponsorship to 
“enhance the corporate repu- 
tation of tobacco companies and 
generate goodwill", not to at- 
tract new smokers. 

Anti-smoking campaigners 
welcomed the announcement 
“The Government is committed 
to introducing a Bfll this par- 
liamentary session to ban to- 
bacco advertising. We’re very 
happy about that, 5 said a British 
Medical Council spokesman. 


hoped peers would not block 
the BiD. “They will be very un- 
wise to hold that up unneces- 
sarily,” he warned. 

Though Mr Dewar would 
not set a precise date for the ref- 
erendums, be hoped they would 
take place as soon as practica- 
ble, probably in early autumn. 
They could hardly be much 
later if, as is intended, a Scot- 
tish pariiament is to be in be- 
ing in 1999. U nlike Labour's last 
ill-fated devolution referen- 
dums of 1979, a simple major- 
ity of votes wiD carry the day, 
rather than a majority of those 
entitled to vote. “Fancy fran- 
chises are not on the agenda,” 
Mr Dewar said. 

Within the next few weeks a 
White Papier is to be published 
outlining the Government’s 
plans for the Edinburgh Par- 
liament so that Scots will know 
what they are voting on. The 
129-member body will be elect- 
ed by the additional member 
system and sh in the oval cham- 
ber of the Royal High School on 
Cal ton Hfll for fixed four-year 
terms. 

Alex Salmond, leader of the 
Scottish National Party, has 
consistently ducked questions 
on how the SNP wfll vote in the 
referendum, arguing that no de- 
cision could be made in advance 
of the White Paper. 

The SNP wfll try to amend 
the Referendum Bfll to include 
a question on independence - 
a move the Government is sure 
to resist “Excluding the inde- 
pendence option is a denial of 
democracy," Mr Salmond said. 

The Liberal Democrats, 


meanwhile, wfll try and get the 
tax question dropped altogeth- 
er. The party regards it as 
“anathema" as the taxation was 
an integral part* of the Consti- 
tutional Convention drawn up 
by Labour, the Liberal De- 
mocrats, trade unions and 
churches as a blue-print for a 
Scottish Parliament 

Jim Wallace, leader of the 
Scottish Libera] Democrats, 
said the referendum was un- 
necessary because the vast ma- 
jority of Scottish MPs were 
elected two weeks ago on a pro- 
devolution platform. “If ever the 
settled wfll of the Scottish peo- 
ple was made plain, it was 
then," he said. 

The referendum presents a 
dilemma for Conservatives in 
Scotland whose former MPs 
stood on the staunchly anti- 
home rule policy dictated from 
Central Office and were wiped 
out. Pro-devolution Tories be- 
lieve a parliament in Edin- 
burgh offers an avenue for 
rebuilding the party and will be 
arguing for a fresh start at the 
Scottish Conservative confer- 
ence in June. 

Campaigners for a yes-yes 
vote in Scotland wfll hold a pre- 
liminary meeting in the Edin- 
burgh parliament budding on 
Saturday. The non-party Part- 
nership for a Parliament group, 
shunned by Conservatives and 
Nationalists, has raised 
£130,000 from unions and the 
business community in the hope 
that a single umbreUa body can 
avoid the squabbling that broke 
out between disparate yes cam- 
paigns in 1979. 


SHORTS 

Lottery cash spread further 

The National Lottery will be handed over to a non profit- 
making organisation under legislation announced in the 
Queen's Speech. The Bill will also allow lottery funds to be 
used for health and education projects and will set up a 
National Endowment for Science and the Arts, Nesta, It 
will devise a new strategy to distribute proceeds. 

The Bill will seek a “competitive, efficient not-for-profit 
operator" to boost the amount of money going towards 
good causes. The current operator, Camekrt, which was 
awarded a seven-year contract, earned pre-tax profit of 
£77. 5m in its first full year of business last year. 

The Government said ft planned to publish a White 
Paper on its proposals for consultation. Fran Abrams 

Human rights guaranteed 

Citizens will be able to secure the guarantees in the 
European Convention on Human Rights before United 
Kingdom courts under the promised Bill to Incorporate the 
convention Into British law. A Home Office team has 
already been put In place to begin drafting the Bill, which 
will also create a fast-track route to the higher courts for 
speedy decisions on difficult or controversial issues. 

The measure will mean that for the first time since the 
convention was signed by Council of Europe nations in 
November 1950, British subjects will be able to enforce 
their rights in UK courts in the majority of cases instead of 
going to the European Court of Human Rights. 

Crucial questions, however, remain. The key issue is 
whether British judges would be empowered to strike 
down a provision in existing law for being in violation of 
convention rights, as in Canada, or whether the 
rectification of the breach would have to await an Act of 
Parliament. Patricia Wynn Davies 

Britain to rejoin Unesco 

The Overseas Development Administration will publish a 
White Paper covering all Britain's efforts to help poor 
countries in the autumn. It will explain how the 
Government will implement policies to reduce poverty and 
promote development “which brings real benefits to the 
poorest people in the poorest countries". 

The Queen's speech also confirmed that Britain will 
rejoin the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation after quitting 12 years ago when the 
UK had serious concerns about Unesco's effectiveness. 
Charities are now anxious to see if cuts in aid made in the 
last two years will be reversed. Britain spends about 0.3 
per cent of Its GDP in aid to the developing world - less 
than half the UN target Nick Schoon 

Immigration appeal body 

The Government will move to bring immigration law into 
line with European rulings if time permits. A Bill would 
provide a right of appeal tor Individuals Cable to 
deportation on grounds of national security, setting up a 
new body with decision-making powers to consider such 
appeals. Now, a non-British citizen has no appeal where 
the Home Secretary regards deportation In the public 
interest based on national security. 

Passage of European law eased 

A European Communities (Amendment) BID will enable 
new legislation from the Inter-governmental Conference to 
be passed through the British Parliament. EU members 
have to pass laws from the IGC through their legislatures. 
Some Tories have called for a referendum on foe 
amendments, but with Tony Blair’s huge majority there Is 
unlikely to be foe-trouble John Major had In 1992 getting 
the Maastricht treaty through Parliament Sam Coates 
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OLIVETTI 

133MHz Pentium 
Processor. 

8Mb RAM, 1Gb hard 
disk. Eight speed 
CD-ROM. 113 SVGA 
Dual Scan colour 
display. 2x Type 11 
PCMCIA slots. 
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What price nature? At £20 trillion a 
year it is truly our most precious asset 


Jakobs Schoon 

Environment Corresponden t 

Whai price a wild flower, or lark 
Son % or °* wooded hills and 


Jon but biologisis and econonrias 
^^^onspired to come op whh 




al job lot and it’s worth £20 triffian 
a year to humanity. Thai’s almost 
twice the woritfs entire gross national 
product of £1 1 trillion a year. 

■ then, is very big b^iness 

rodeed. We take most of what h does 

toos,ininaldt^fi£epc«ableandde- 

bgbmil, for granted. But we could not 
begin to meet the bill if we were 
made io pay for iL 

The estimate, by a group of US. 
and Argentinian scientists is 
published in today’s issue of the sci- 
ence journal Nature. Much of their 
wort was done during an intensive 
one-week workshop at a new Na^ 
tional Centre for Ecological Analy- 
sis mid Synthesis at the Univcrsrvof 
California, Santa Barbara. 

The 13 scientists divided the 
earth’s multitude of habitats into 16 
broad categories or “biomes”. These 
included the deep oceans, fish-rich 
oaasta] waters, coral reefs, forests and 
grassland. 

For each biomc, they estimated 
wiat an average hectare was worth 
in terms of providing 17 different 
“ecosystem services'". These includ- 
ed recreation and culture, food an<t 
raw material production, absorb ing 
and recycling man-made wastes, 
preventing soil erosion and regulat- 
ing the climate. Cities, ice and rock, 
desert and sub-arctic tundra were ex- 
truded on the grounds that they pro- 
vided negligible or zero ecosystem 
services. 

Each average hectare of open 
ocean was estimated to be worth 
£162 per year, while each hectare of 
tropical forest came in at £17216. 
Most valuable of all were swamps 
and flood plains worth £11,939 per 
year -most of that through suppiy- 
mg watCT and cxmtralfing floods. Hu- 
manity's croplands, however, 
provided only £56 per hectare per 
year, nearly aD of that in food pro- 
duction. Add all of tins largess 
the eotke globe and you get the mon- 
strons£20 trillion which, say the sci- 
entists, ®idy gives a “erode, initial 



news 

Key civil 
servant 
criticises 
Howard 


Kim Sengnpta and 

law Barrefl 

The bitter fend between Michael 
Howard and Arm Widdecambc took 
anoth er twist yesterday over the 
former Home Secretary’s seeming 
public reticence on television to 
stand by a statement he made to 
Parliament. 

OnBBCTsAfewmgftt Mr Howard 
was pressed repeatedly by Jeremy Pax- 
man on whether he had threatened 
to instruct Mr Lewis to suspend John 


Nature's bounty; Humanity could not begin to meet the bill for the beauty and delight of the Lake District in Cumbria 


magnitude” and is almost certainly 
an underestimate . 

Buiwhaldoesit mean? ‘'Oneway 
to took at tins ■■■ is that if one were 
to ny to replace the services of 
ecosystems at the c mient margin. 


one would need to increase global 
grass national product by £20 trfl- 
Bon,”tiKy write. 

But “this impossible task would 
lead to no increase in welfiue because 
we would onfy be replacing casting 


services, and it ignores the fact that 
many ecotystem services are literal- 
V irreplaceable”. 

The details of their methods and 
sums are far too big for a Nature ar- 
ticle but a six-page spreadsheet and 

ADVERTISEMENT 


18 pages of footnotes are available 
on the journal's web site, 
http://www.nature.coin. 

Nature, however, can be ex- 
tremely costly to humanity too. An- 
other artide in the same issue says 


Photograph; Warwick Sweeney 

the earthquake in Kobe, Japan in 
Januaty 1995 was the most costly nat- 
ural disaster in history, doing £79bn 
worth of damage. It lasted only 20 
seconds and killed more than 6,000 
people. 


prison. Despite beinga&Bd thesame 
question 14 times, the former Home 
Secretary refused to answer. 

Ms Widdecombe said yesterday: 
“On Newsmghz Mr Howard refused 
repeatedly io deny he had threatened 
to instruct Mr Lewis in respect of the 
fate of the governor of PaikhnzsL On 
October 19 1995, Michael Howard 
made that specific denial to the 
House of Commons. Why was he so 
shy of doing that on Newsnigjit’i 

“AnyMPserioudyconadenqgvot- 
ing for Michael Howard as leader 
should watch the tape of Nctvsn&a 
and set that side by side with the 
Hansard for October 19, 1995, and 
should compare the two before 
casting his or her vote”. 

Last night Mr Howard's position 
was further weakened by comments 
made by Brian Landers, who was fi- 
nance director of the Prison Service 
at the time of Mr Lewis’s sacking: 
“Knowing the three people con- 
cerned, I know whose words I trust. 
Ms Widdecombe took the time to un- 
derstand the real problems in a way 

Michael Howard efid not- his style was 
adversarial.” he said. 

In a statement, Mr Howard yes- 
terday denied mfeb-ading MPs“I 
would fike to repeat once more that 
there is no troth in any allegation that 
I misled the House of Commons. - 
Had I done so, it would have been 
the duty of the Home office officials 
to point that out so 1 could correct 
anyinaccuracies. They dSd not fin the 
simple reason that everything 1 said 
was true”. 

Last night Ms 'Widdecombe re- 
ceived further backing from her 


Peter Lloyd, who criticised the actions 
of the former Home Secretary in 
sacking Derek Lewis. 


to 
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pmsanml i hudhfwnta 


0345 


Welcome to Virgin Direct's 
tax free zone 


What's a PEP? 


^ >Brsona * Plans) were 

J introduced by the Chancellor in 



Vagin Direct* index tradons fand fckws are W« as rfoggeAy as a bloodhound 


H way ww-'-b-- - ' • ' - • 

Deciding between the hundreds of dfflerem ways to save is never easy: 

5^2^ ^ launched Vir^ Directm 1995 to offer 

0 f making their savings work harda. Our no-nonsense approach has already 
attracted over 150,000 customers- People likethe way we've ait out salespeople and 
^eir commission sotiwt more of their money is woddng for them. 


*«»*«* 1987 to encourage people to 

save. The Virgin Growth PEP is a simple and 
tax efficient way of investing in the stock 
market. If you leave savings in a bank or 
building society you may only be rewarded 
with pitifully low interest rates - and 
usually you have to pay taxi So it's not 
surprising that in less than two years we've 
attracted over £%bi(lion of money from 
investors looking to grow their savings tax 
free with a company they can trust 

On the right trade 

*'*%*<• We looked at nearly a thousand 
jsfim 5 pEPs before designing our own, 

Vm so we knew exactly what needed 
to be done to beat them. Our investment 
strategy doesn't depend on expensive and 
unreliable fund managers. Virgin Direct 
simply invests your money in more than 900 
of the largest companies on the London 
Stock Exchange, which make up the FTSE 
Actuaries All-Share Index. 

Pooling your investment across such a 
wide range of companies reduces the ride of 
poor performance from any one company. 
Whafs more, with this approach, the Virgin 
Growth PEP has always been in the top 10% 
of funds of its kind * 


The facts 

• If you're thinking of getting a PEP, you 
should be prepared to keep your money 
invested for at least five years. But you 
have full access to it whenever you want. 

• You can either invest a lump sum of 
between £1,000 and £6,000 each tax 
year or save regularly from as little as 
£50 per month. 

• Please remember that while a PEP 
offers potentially higher returns, 
your capital is not at risk In a building 
society but It is in a PEP. 

To find out move about the Virgin Growth 

PEP, call us for an information pack. 


(( At Virgin Direct we offer 
straightforward, good value 
for money products and 
no gobbledygook. Pius the 
outstanding level of service 
you associate with Virgin! II 







ailing. The 


erent story 




Peio. Martin McGuinness, the 
Sinn Fein senior strategist, came 
to London to visit. the . suS P*?' 
ed IRA bomber m pnson this 
week to raise the profile of her 
case in the international media. 

He claimed she was being 
“persecuted" and subjected to 


“inhuman and degrading^yon- 
ditions in Holloway pnson 
north London, where she is 

awaiting extradition to Ger- 

Al But , (£cunwnis obtained by 


pi i n mug y ntiR own PATjO 


The Independent! show rjhat dur- 
inE her confinement, ms 
M cAliskcy will be aUmredtobe 
accompanied by two birthing 
partners" of her choice, ex- 
pected to be the father of her 
Sfid, Sean McCotter, and her 
mother, the . high P» n jj 
republican, Bcmadcue Me 

'^taby is dueonWcdnes- 

day and will be delivered at a 
hospital in London. Ms Mc- 
AlSkey, whose general hrahh 
is not good, has been seen 
weekly by an obstetrician, a gy- 
naecologist and a midwife, gets 
daily visits from a doctor and is 
Sowed to attend ante-naul 

classes. She on *». « * c 


“Sffibo&en 

to see her arc George Howarth, 
thf Labour MP who is now a 

HoimToffice minister with a rc- 
-nautv fnr nnsons. 



oiitei* 

Sr 


Home Office irnnom - 
V t vr.u"V%.i^,r MP Jeremy 


classes. She can aiso u*= 

I lowed to keep her 
I hi the prison s niother-and 


HAS N 
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£119 


£2*39 


1 " y AV w BRADSTOHE Wetherdale 

Weathered Cotswold Paving 

300mm x 300mm x 40mm 

Single Was SVH Save40p 
Pallet of 75 Was£*95 Now £165 Save £30 


bradstohe 

Round Top Edging 
600mm x 150 mm x 50mm 

Available in Grey or Buff 

Single Was £V3T Save 20p 
Pallet of 36 Was £3$ Now £32-40 Save £3 60 


BRADSTOHE Europa Block Paving 
200 mm x 1 00mm x 60mm 
Choice of colours Single WasJrtp Save*P 
Pallets 404 WasSTT Now £60-40 Save £14*0 


hi the prison’s mnuier-anu- 
baby unMt least untiit *™ne 
j months old. Papers drawn upj* 

1 Alan Walker, the pnson senna, 
i head of operations, show that 
Ms McAlSey has been made 


head of opcrauuH*. — 7 - 

Ms McAlSey has been made 

a special case. 

The level of treatment ts un- 
precedented for a high-«xun- 
ty category A prisoner, beniur 
prison service officials they 

«r»i“ oivc their critics 


'‘dare not 

ammimition 

unfair treatment. 


give their critics 
for accusations of 


ifair treatment. 

Ms McAliskcy has been vis- 
ited by an almost constant 


^ Other high-profile visitors 
Cotbyn, Max Madden, the for- 

mer Labour MP,and Sean Mal- 
oney, the Irish senator. 

-Ac McAliskcy pise ihrcat- 
ens to become an mternauon- 

,» cause celebre and a 

propaganda disaster for Bntam 
S£ new Labour gpvenmwnt 

aims to champion human rights 
rsiuscS 

In the United States, star- 
studded events have tai held 
to raise money for her One 
gathering at the fashionable 
Labile upoque restaurant in 
New York a fortnight ago raised 
£12.000 for the pregnant pns- 

0 °Thc Hollywood stare pre- 
sent included Joanne Wood- 
ward. the wife of Paul Newmaa 

Ulster-bom Liam Neeson and 
his English wife Natasha 
Richardson, and Terry George, 
the former Irish National Lib- 
eration Army icrroria andfilm- 
maker respo^ible for In the 
Name of the Father and Some 
Master's Son. 
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Boothroyd bars 
Sinn Fein MPs 


£2-99 


•w 


terracotta 

Bell Pot 41 cm 
WasJE8«99 Save £1 


£1-19 


CoGn Brown and 

David McK’rttnck 


Ccrrv Adams ami Martin 
McGttinncH.UK newhr-elecied 
Sinn Fein MPs. were thrcatea- 
ing legal action alter being 
tarnatrom using the Com- 
mons by the Speaker. Bet* 
Boothroyd. for re fu > m h 
swear an oath of allegiance to 
the Queen. 

The derision was given over- 
whelming support by MPs on 
both sides, and was greeted tj 
cheers when it was announced. 
But there arc feare that. ex- 
cluding the two republicans 
■will be used as a propaganda 
1 weapon to boost their support. 

They are due to mm up at the 
Commons, probably on 
to demand entrance and to ar- 
gue that the decision dLsenmi- 
nates against their electors. 
Republican sources have al- 
ready made plain 
to open a London ofhec. either 
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Wetherdale Weathered 
Cotswold Watting Block 
580mm x 100mm x 140mm 
Single Was EM? Save 50p 
Pallet of 90 Was£297 Now £249 Save £50 
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£12-99 


CHIEFTAIH 

Galvanised 
’Wheelbarrow with 
Pneumatic Tyre 
Was £37-99 
Save £10 


bradstohe 

Peak Riven Paving 
450mm x 450mm x 32mm 
Available in Grey. Red or Buff 
Single Was EL-69 Save 50p 
Pallet of 40 Was £60 £45*60 
Now £43-60 Save £6-40 




TUFFSP0T 

Mixing Tray 
Was£U-99 
Save £2 


£27-99 


inside or outside the Commons. 

TbnyUliir.lhu Prime Mmis- 

•cr bier said he wanted to make 
progress on the Ulster acm- 
rum- folks, but he replied Aat 
Sinn Fein would not be admit- 
ted unless the IRA declared ’an 
unequivocal ceaschre demon- 
strated in word and deed. 

Mr Blair b. due to set out a 
definitive statement of his pol- 
icy during a visit to Northern 
Ireland this week. He said there 
would be no quesuon of any 
change to the status of North- 
ern Ireland without the over- 
whelming consent of the people 
of the Province. 

Martin McGuinncss said. 
There may be legal avenues we 
would need to explore. We re- 
serve iudgmcni on all or that un- 
til wc luxe the foil statement. Mr 

Adams added: "It isn i the end 

of the world. Part of the sUiness 
of this » that Smn Fern is in no 
wav dependent on the facilities, 
bui we do hare a right in them. 




BRADSTOHE Pitched Watting 
215mm x 90mm x 63mm 
Available in Grey or Buff 
Single WasJ59p Save 17p 
Pallet of 202 Was £9? Now £ 78-78 Saw £20j2 
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£2-99 


£14*99 


OWNERS 



42p 


STEWART 

Plastic Trough 50cm with Water Reservoir 
Choice of colours 


PLYSU 

Premier Water Butt 

120 litres 

Was£W*W Save £5 






Low Cost Insurance for Citroens 

Can our National Quoteline on 

0345 123111 

AB Calls Charged at Local Bare 

lUTsHill House Hammond 

Qv., 2S0 Branches N.tionwid. 
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SUPAMIX 

Cotswold Buff 
Decorative Stones 
25kg 

Was £3-99- 
SaveEl 


£16-99 


SmUwW****- 


WHEELBARROW j 

Softwood Planter . 
91cm 

Was £19-99" 

Save £3 
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i Mortar Mix 25kg 

1 j was syrr 
Save 80p 
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news 


Kray brother on trial for £39m drug deal 


Ojariie Kray, older brother of 

SPRse-fis 

a=ss5s 

^^n lde 7^ rId cusl0mere " U 

J 5 alleged he tried to sell the 
l 0 woe in fact undercover 
POlv« officers who trapped 
Wdi hm taped calls, it was su'd. 
Mr Kray presented himself as 


an “affable character” who 
“amused people with tales of 
the old days and the twins”, 
John Kelsey-Fiy, for the pros- 
ecution. said at Woolwich 
Crown Court, in south London. 
“The Crown, however, allege 
that behind the affable image 
there was another side to the de- 
fendant's life. This other side of 
Charles Kray was a man pre- 
pared to be involved in the 
drugs trade," he said. 


The court heard that Mr 
Kray agreed with two others, 
Ronald Field and Robert 
Gould, to supply customers 
with 5kg of cocaine - which has 
a street name of “ Charlie" - 
every week for up to two years. 

Mr Kray and his associate 
were to receive £31,500 per 
kilogram. Hie ultimate sheet val- 
ue, once it was split into indi- 
vidual deals, would be something 
in excess of £150,000 per kilo. 


However, the court was told. 
Mr Kray was keen to distance 
himself from physically handling 
the narcotic because of his 
fame. Mr Kelsey- Fry said: "He 
made it very dear that he would 
never do that, being as well 
known as he was, a Kray broth- 
er. As he put it, he already had 
loo many eyes on him”. 

He continued: "The fact that 
he is the brother of the twins 
Reggie and Ronnie may explain 


some of the events of the case. 
However, you wiQ appreciate no 
man is his brothers’ keeper, and 
whatever his brothers may have 
done some 30 years ago cannot 
in any way adversely affect this 
defendant.” 

Mr Kray and Mr Field were 
dealing with a man they knew 
as Jack and his associates, Mr 
Kebey-Fry said, but "unfortu- 
nately for Kray, Field and 
Gould”, Jack and his associates 


with whom they struck the deaL 
“were not an they seemed to be”. 

“In fact. Jack was an under- 
cover police officer. Jn the mod- 
ern era its a legitimate weapon 
for police in their battle agamst 
serious crime to infiltrate the un- 
derworld ... it is no defence for 
those caught to say 'well if I had 
known they were police officers 
I wouldn’t have supplied them 
with drugs*. " 

Hie jurors were told they 


would hear tape-recorded con- 
versations made by undercov- 
er officers. Mr Kelsey-fty said 
they would hear Mr Kray admit 
he was involved In drug dealing. 

Ronald Held and Robert 
Gould were not on trial because 
they had already pleaded guilty 
to supplying cocaine. Mr Kray, 
of Sanderstead, south London, 
denies one charge of of offering 
to supply cocaine, and a second 
of supply^ 2kg of the drug. 


Judgp Michael CairoQ told the 
jiny: “During the course of this 
trial you will be under the sur- 
veillance of police officers when 
you are not in court The sur- 
veillance of jurors by police of- 
ficers nowadays is not unusual. 
It is certainly no cause for alarm 
and the fact you have surveil- 
lance in this case is do reflection 
whatsoever on the defendant”. 

The court was adjourned 
until today. 


Henry Moore 
classic sold for 
£1.36m helps 
pay daughter’s 
legal bills 


Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspond ait 

A reclining figure by Hemy 
Moore fetched £136m in New 
York on Tuesday evening at the 
start of a sale of 44 works of art 
left by the sculpture to his 
daughter, Mary Danowski. 

The sale by Sotheby’s, which 
continued yesterday, had been 
expected to net Mis Danowsid 
£6m, but valuable works by 
Cezanne and Degas failed to 
reach their reserve prices. 

A long-running legal battle 
with the Henry Moore Foun- 
dation, which owns most of 
her father’s prodigious output, 
has left Mrs Danowski with a 
stack of lawyers’ bilk. Last year 
she lost a claim to 215 bronze 
sculptures worth £100m in the 
foundation’s collection. 

Mary Spencer Moore 
Danowsid, 50, an only child and 
married to an American art 
dealer, was given many works 
by her father, the pieces auc- 
tioned in New York were from 


her personal collection and 
family trusts. 

The classic piece Reclining 
Figure - Bone Skirt, acquired by 
a private collector for £136m, 
is a monumental carving in 
travertine marble dating from 
1978. At the time Moore was 
spending the summers at a vil- 
la he had built near the Carrara 
quarries in Italy. 

Moore's hero, Michelangelo, 
bad worked with Carrara mar- 
ble centuries before. The 69in- 
long figure is one of an 
acclaimed series exemplifying 
an observation Moore made in 
1931: “The human figure is 
what interests me deeply, but I 
have found principles of form 
and rhythm from the study of 
natural objects such as pebbles, 
rocks, bones, trees, plants ... 
bones have marvellous struc- 
tural strength and hard tense- 
ness of form, subtle transition 
of one shape into the next™” 
TWo other works from the 
artists collection sold on Tues- 
day were Jean-Frangois Millet's 



Classic piece: Henry Moore's Reclining Figure - Bone Skirt fetched £l_36m when sold at Sotheby’s in New York on Tuesday. The sculpture was bought by a private collector 


La Bamtteuse in black chalk on 
paper, bought by a dealer for 
£189,100, and George Seurat’s 
LesDeaia Charrettes, bought by 
a private collector for £192^10. 

Moore belonged to a group 
of major artists who were also 


distinguished collectors in then- 
own right Two works, however, 
fell short of Mrs Danowskfs as- 
pirations. The Trois Baigneuses 
from Paul Cezanne’s bathos sc- 
ries carried a tag of £lm to 
£13m, but was not sold. Nor was 


a pastel by Edgar Degas of a 
woman combing her hair which 
bad been estimated at between 
£310,000 and £434,000. 

Mis Danowski helped to set 
up the foundation in 1977 to 
ease Moore's £lm-a year tax 


bills. When he died, aged 88, in 
1986, the foundation owned 
669 of his sculptures and thou- 
sands of drawings. But Mrs 
Danowski, in her unsuccessful 
law suit, claimed that bronzes 
made between 1977 and her 


father’s death were pan of the 
family estate. 

literature accompanying the 
sale dwelt on a happier time 
with the young Maiy learning by 
the artist's side at their Hog- 
lands home in Hertfordshire. 


“He was the most tremendous 
teacher,” she recalled. “He 
would use a Vuillard or a piece 
of African sculpture to make a 
visual point Every second of 
his life he was refining three- 
dimensional form.” 
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COMPUTING ■ - FAXING 



PRINTING COPYING 

The LBP660 is the laser printer you've 
always dreamed of. The 6 pages 
per minute, 600 dpi resolution and 
Automatic Image Refinement (which 
smoothes edges and sharpens defini- 
tion) are extremeiy attractive And the 


devoted 


to 



Microsoft? Windows* Printing system 
makes it very easy to get on with. But. 
itt the compact desktop design that 
everyone loves, ft means home users 
save both money and LBP-660 
space whilst still achieving the same 
print quality as an office machine. 

And business users get the same 
impressive output as they would with 
a communal printer but more con- 
veniently and personally At last the 



Canon 


laser printer you've been longing for is 
within your reach, for more Information 
call freephone 0500 550 111 
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Alliance to 
expand 
eastward in 
partnership 
pact with its 
old foe 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 


Nato and Russia readied agree- 
ment yesterday on a pact which 
aims to establish a dose part- 
nership between the former 
Cold War enemies while per- 
mitting the Western alliance to 
expand into eastern Europe. 

Russia's Foreign Minis ter. 
Yevgeny Primakov, and Nato's 
Secretary-General, Javier 
Solana. clinched the deal in 
Moscow after months of nego- 
tiations often characterised by 
Russian criticism of Nato's en- 
largement plans. 

The pact, whose precise 
terms were not made public, is 
expected to be formally signed 
at a ceremony in Paris on 27 
May. “It is a big victory for rea- 
son, it is a big victory for the 
world community, and it is a big 
victory for Russia and all gov- 
ernments in tbe world that are 
interested in peace and co-op- 



Bear hu£ Javier Solana, 

Nato Secretary-General, 

(left. In near picture) and 

Russian Foreign Minister, 
Yevgeny Primakov, give 
each other a pat on the 
back, far left, before 
emerging to meet the 
media in Moscow 

Photograph: AP 


e ration,” Mr Primakov said. 

It remained unclear whether 
Russia had achieved one of its 
main objectives - a firm guar- 
antee from Nato that it will not 
place nudear weapons, foreign 
troops and significant amounts 

of military infrastructure in new 
member states. Nato has been 
reluctant to put such commit- 


ments in writing, but on the nu- 
dear question it points out that 
it has no intention of making 
new deployments of the kind 
feared by Russia. 

Mr Solana, who described the 
negotiations as ^veiy tough", 
said the agreement would 
strengthen European stability 
and open a new age in Wxtem- 


Russian relations. The French 
government, which has been 
keen to promote a Nato- Russ- 
ian relationship, described the 
pact as “an essential event in the 
definition of the new architec- 
ture of European security’. 

The agreement does not 
mean that Russia has dropped 
its objections to Nato’s expan- 


sion, or its belief that the West- 
ern alliance should tran sfo r m it- 
self by developing its political 
identity and placing more em- 
phasis on peacekeeping. **80 far, 
there has been no serious 
; in this direction," said 
aa’s Defence Minister, Igor 
Rodionov, underlining the wide- 
spread view in Moscow that 


Nato still represents a potential 
threat to Russian security. 

However, President Boris 
Yeltsin made clear at his sum- 
mit with President BQl Clinton 
in Helsinki in March that Rus- 
sia, lacking the means to'prevent 
Nato’s expansion, would, for 
now, settle for a pact (bat de- 
fined a special relationship with 


the alliance. The pact is ex- 
pected to guarantee Russia a 
significant voice in Nato's de- 
liberations. without allowing it 
to block particular decisions. 

Once approved by Nato's 16 
governments, and by Mr 
Yeltsin, the pact will clear the 
way for several ex-Communist 
countries in central and eastern 


Europe to be invited 10 join the 
alliance at its Madrid summit in 
Jutv. The leading candidates arc 
the Czech Republic, Hungary 
and Poland, but some states also 
favour the early inclusion of 
Romania and Slovenia. 

Nato insists that its doors' will 
remain open to new members af- 
ter the i nitia l wave of enlarge- 
ment, (hie to be completed by 
1999. However, some defence 
experts think that Russia will 
draw a line m the sand if Nato 
tries to absorb other countries, 
notably the Baltic states. 

In remarks likely to increase 
the Kremlin's hostility to Baltic 
entry into Nato. Estonia's Pres- 
ident, Lennart Mcri. said in 
Budapest yesterday that his 
country wanted to join others in 
presenting “an uncompromising 
challenge 10 the empire of evil, 
or, more accurately, to the 
shadow of its former self. The 
term “evil empire", made fa- 
mous by President Ronald Rea- 
gan in the early 1980s. has been 
little used recently. 
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don’t call us out during your membership year you’ll save £25 when you 
renew your cover at the same level. 

You can benefit from Standard Cover’s comprehensive protection in the 
UK as the driver or passenger in any car. 
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We have invested nearly £40 million in new technology since January 
1996. This will help reduce our already impressive average call out time of 
40 minutes even further. 
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4. This technology also helps us repair 82% of breakdowns on the spot. 

5. If, however, we can't fix your car at the roadside, we'ii take you, your car 
and up to four passengers to any mainland UK destination. 




With Standard Cover you can even call a patrol out to your home in the 
event of a breakdown. 
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Optional extras covering other members of your household, and travel in 
Europe are available. 


8. You can pay for Standard Cover by credit, debit or charge card, or by 
Direct Debit instalments. 


Standard Cover with our exclusive £25 no call out discount is available by 
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or by completing and returning the coupon. 



0800 029 029 
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Western oil firms 
face Central Asia’s 
political minefield 


JJ Fergusson 

Ashkabad 


Some analysts say Central Asia 
is the next Middle East Turk- 
menistan has 21,000 billion cu- 
bic metres of gas, the third 
largest reserve in the world. 
Neighbouring Uzbekistan has 
comparable amounts of gas. 
while the oil reserves of Kaza- 
kh ast an and Azerbaijan are 
legends in the industry. 

However, these countries 
have a problem: bow to get their 
products to market. It is partly 
a question of technology and 
money: but just as important are 
the politics, pitting Russia 
against Iran, and drawing 
in the Western powers and 
their oil and gas compa- 
nies. 

This was the central 
dilemma preoccupying the 
heads of seven Central 
Asian stales, plus Turkey, 

Iran and Pakistan, who 
gathered under the aegis of 
ECO (Economic Co-oper- 
ation Organisation) in 
Ashkabad to discuss how 
best to capitalise on the re- 
gion’s enormous reserves of 
oil and gas. 

The existing pipelines 
of all the former Soviet 
states naturally go north to- 
wards Russia, which is un- 


Rafearqani trumped everyone by 
reviving a plan for a line run- 
ning due south through Turk- 
menistan and eastern Iran to the 
deep sea terminal at Bandar 
Abbas on the Persian Gulf. 
This is the best and shortest 
route of them all: it is a rule of 
thumb in the pipeline business 
that the fewer borders you have 
to cross to get to market, tbe 
better. Western oil companies 
would have looked into the 
Iran option long ago were it not 
for the small matter of US 
sanctions against companies 
doing business with Iran. 

“There’s no question about 



ideologically the closest to the 
fundamentalist Taliban, who 
control two-thirds of Afghani- 
stan, through which any line 
must pass, amounts to blatant 
political interference. Unocal in- 
sists that when they teamed up 
with Delta they had never even 
heard of the Tkliban. 

“Unocal is tbe leader of the 
consortium and we operate 
a policy of strict political neu- 
trality* says Marty Miller the 
company's vice president for 
new ventures in Central Asia. 
“We expect our partners to do 
the same.” 

But politics and business can- 
not always be separated. 
While the ousted Afghan 


president, Burhanuddin 
Ral 


able, or unwilling, to pay 

t their products. 


the full price fori 
Since 1993, moreover, Russia 
has severely limited the amount 
of oil and ga s passing through 
its territory in order to protect 
its own exports. None of the al- 
ternative routes is easy, since the 
region is mostly land- locked. 

One possibility is to go due 
east to Japan, but tbe cost of lay- 
ing a pipe across the whole of 
China makes h unlikely. West 
across the Caspian Sea is a bet- 
ter bet, though tanker trans- 
portation costs are prohibitive 
at $60 (£38) a ton: which is the 
reason for a proposed oQ pipe- 
line under the Caspian Sea 
from the giant Kazakh oil field 
of Tenghh to Baku, through 
Georgia or Armenia to Turkey. 

On Tuesday, however, before 
curtailing his visit to tend to the 
earthquake at home, Iran's 
President Ali Akbar Hashemi 


it,” says James Dorian, an en- 
ergy specialist with the Asian 
Development Bank. “If sanc- 
tions were lifted you'd instant- 
ly see a mass migration south- 
wards of investors. Indirectly, 
Russia has benefited a great deal 
from US policy in the region." 

There is another chance for 
the big Western companies, 
however. High on the agenda at 
ECO was a fourth export* pos- 
sibility, the pipeline route south 
through Afghanistan to the lu- 
crative markets of Pakistan and 
beyond The Tfexas-based com- 
pany Unocal, in a consortium 
with the Saudi company Delta, 
ore proposing a S2bn gas line as 
soon as hostilities in Afghani- 
stan cease. They are also plan- 
ning a $25bn oil line. 

The plan is problematic, to 
say the least Codes say that Un- 
ocal's alliance with the Saudis, 


ibbani. was invited by 
Turkmenistan to the ECO 
meeting, the Taliban were 
not. This week, the fun 
damentaiists complained 
bitterly - in a statement 
they said they were the 
“real representatives" of 
Afghanistan. They specif- 
ically accused Iran of pro- 
longing the Afghan war by 
supporting the Taliban’s 
northern enemies, simply 
so that the pipeline might 
be built through their 
country instead 

Unocal's other difficul- 
ty is that although the TaJ- 
tbans want a pipeline, they 
don't seem to want Unocal's 
pipeline. This week, via Radio 
Sbari'ah in Kabul, the funda- 
mentalists backed the bid of a 
rival gas line project, run by “the 
famous Argentine company" 
Bridas- The Argentinians are 
prepared to start work on the 
line even before hostilities in 
Afghanistan has ceased and 
the Taliban have gone for the 
bait. Unocal say such a risk is 


simply not acceptable to its 
eholders. 


shareholders. Bridas, mean- 
while, are suing Unocal for 
“tortuous interference" in their 
business. 

Watching this soap opera 
with particular attention are the 
Russians, half of whose export 
revenues have always come 
from oil and gas and who have 
the most to lose from the suc- 
cessful establishment of alter- 
native routes. 


Unhealthy 
Russians 
live short 
and risky 
lives 


PHI Reeves 

Moscow 


Thru the dock back a century, 
and imagine you are in Russia. 
Yon are a 16-year-oid male, 
struggling to live in an impov- 
erished mid backward world. 
The chances are only one in 
three that yon are literate. Fate 
has some ghastly surprises in 
store which will claim the lives 
of countless millions of your 
countrymen, and perhaps your 
own: the First World Wan rev- 
olution, civil war, famine, 
Stalin's purges, and a second 
global conflict in which millions 
more Russians will die 

And yet: despite all this 
slaughter; demographers believe 
your chances of survival to the 
age of 60 are slightly higher than 
those of your counterparts at the 
end of the 20 th century; 

A report compiled by a pres- 
idential commission in Moscow 
shows that between 1889 and to- 
day, 16-year-oid males had a 56 
per cent chance of reaching tbe 
age of 60. According to the re- 
searchers, modern mortality 
rates have shaved 2 per cent off 
those odds. Tbe findings are 
symptoms ofa crisis which has 
engulfed Russia since the col- 
lapse in tbe Soviet Union. Its 
population dropped by 350,000 
in 1996 and its death rate is 
higher than any in Europe or 
the United States, and above 
most in Africa and Asia. 

The Population Reference 
Service, a US research firm, es- 
timates Russia's 147 million 
population will drop to 123 
million in the next 33 years. The 
canses are multiple: the collapse 
of the state health system: an 
epidemic of heart disease ac- 
celerated by smoking, a terrible 
diet and rampant alcoholism; an 
unhealthy environment, and 
dismal safety standards. 

To these trends, the report, 
compiled by the Commission (m 
Women, Family and Demogra- 
phy; adds some depressing de- 
tails: the odds of dying of 
accidental poisoning in Russia 
are 20 times higher than they 
are in the US; and men are 20 
times more likely to die through 
murder than in Western Europe. 
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Hoverspeed's half term breaks are in a class of their own. 

Catch the stylish and fast SeaCat from Folkestone to Boulogne and be effortlessly powered 
across the Channel in only 55 minutes. Plenty of space to relax means you arrive in 
great condition as well as great time. 

On the Dover- Calais route there's our renowned Hovercraft. A unique experience, this fabulous craft 


■ flies across on a cushion of air in a mere 35 minutes. Q Day Return, car+5, from £49.3 
Whatever the route you're guaranteed more time to enjoy France. Not to mention great duty and 
tax free bargains. With an unrivalled choice of 5 Day Returns, Day Trips, Ovemighters and 
Standard Returns it has to be full marks to Hovers peed this half term, 
lb learn more, call Hovers peed or your local travel egent today. 
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0990 240 241 
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Daewocmania has reaches Britain, We re ceiob'-acing our 30th anniversary of being in business by having a sale. And this weekend to launch it, well be 
selling 30 family sized Daewoo Nex:as at L I . \ 26 - the price of an equivalent car back in 1967. There'll be 30 available at 30 specific stores nationwide. 

To find out where your nearest store is phone 0300 666 222. ! hen simply pay us a visit this weekend where you can enter our free draw and find out about 
our other sale ofrers. i he winner ; drawn op Monday 19th May) can buy the car at the 1967 price. Now isn’t that something worth shouting about? 

1997 CARS AT 1967 PRICES? THAT’LL BE THE 
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Cook pledge to 


ease passage of 


single currency 


John UdifleW 

Paris 


The Foreign Secretary, Robin 
Cook, said yesterday that the 


Cook, said yesterday that the 
Government, which holds the 
HU presidency in the first half 
of next year, would do "every- 
thing in its power" to make sure 
the single currency gets off to a 
sound start "whether we are part 
of it or not”. 

Mr Cook also said in an in- 
terview with Lc Monde that 
Britain should join Economic 
Monetary Union if it proves to 
be a success. His comments 
echoed remarks that he made 
earlier this year but they rep- 
resented a warmer attitude to 
EMU than the Labour position 
in the election campaign. 

He went on, broadly, to back 
the French position in the de- 
bate on post-EMU manage- 
ment of the European eco- 
nomy. If there is a single cur- 
rency, with a centra] bank de- 


nance ministers should be re- 
inforced, to allow a matching 
economic strategy devoted to 
“employment anajpowth". This 
is the argument deployed by 
Paris "and supported ty other EU 
countries, but resisted by Bonn. 

The Foreign Secretary said 
EMU raised difficult financial 
and economic questions for 
Britain. It was not “appropriate” 
at this stage to speculate on 
when the Government might put 
the question of membership to 


His comments, and other 
European actions and words by 
the new Government, drew an- 
approving editorial from Le 
Monde : “Great Britain is no 
longer lacking for touch. It 
wants to play m the middle of 
the European field.” The most 
important due to the changed ' 
attitude across the Channel was 
Mr Cook’s statement that he 
would do all zn his power, as EU 



council president next year, to 
ensure the success of EMU. 


the British people. The possi- 
bility of a referendum before the 


riding monetary policy, Mr 
Cook said, the powers of EU fi- 


bility of a referendum before the 
1999 launch date had not been 
excluded but, with IS months to 
go, it would have a serious im- 
pact on the Government’s 
crowded timetable of priorities. 

Mr Cook also refused to 
comment on 2002 - the year 
when euro notes and coins be- 
gin to circulate - as a possible 
British target date. But be 
added: “If ike single currency is 
launched, and if it is a success, 
I have already said, that, in the 
long term, Britain should join.” 


ensure the success of EMU. 

■ The odds for Europe's single 
currency starting on time in 
1999 have improved over the 
past month and optimism 
among commentators has rarely 
been higher for a core launch 
group of six countries, a Reuters 
survey showed yesterday. 

An exclusive poU of the views 
of 49 economists and political 
analysts across Europe gave 
an average likelihood of 82 per 
cent that EMU would start on 
time in January 1999, com- 
pared with an average rating of 
80 percent in April. 
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light In the world: A Buddhist monk adding his contribution to the sea of lanterns put up to celebrate Buddha's birthday yesterday at the 
Chogye Temple Jn Seoul, South Korea. Buddhism Is one of the traditional religions of the country Photograph: Ahn Young-joorVAP 
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New York gays on alert as 
detectives hunt serial killer 


David Usbome 


America's latest serial killer 
might be a good-looking. 27- 
year-old gay man from San 
Diego named Andrew Cu- 
nanan, who has been linked by 
police to a cross-country mur- 
der spree that has left four men 
dead in three states. 

Among the victims tied by the 
FBI to Mr Chnanan is 72-year- 
old Lee Miglin, a wealthy and 
high-flying property developer 
from Chicago. His both' was 
found wrapped in plastic and 
paper in his home's garage on 
4 May. 

The gay community in New 
York, meanwhile, was on high 
alert yesterday following police 
statements that Mr Cunanan 


might be in Manhattan, which 
has a large homosexual popu- 
lation. The last killing Mr Cu- 
nanan is believed to have 
committed was of a 45-year-okf 
cemetery caretaker in New Jesr- 


Tbe murder trail began, how- 
ever, in Minneapolis which had 
been home to two men believed 
to have been former lovers of 
Mr Cunanan in San Diego. 
The body of David Madson, a 
33-year-rid architect, was found 
by fisbermen beside a lake 
north of the city on 3 May. A 
few days before, police bad 
found the body of the other 
friend, Jeffrey Trail, 28, in the 
attic of Mr Madson’s house. 

Chicago's filite society is still 
reeling from the death of Mr 


Miglin. Police made the conr 
nection with Mr Cunanan after 
finding a red jeep dose to the 
murder scene that was traced 
back to Mr Madson. Subse- 
quently, Mr Miglin's Learns lim- 
ousine was found at the New 
Jersey murder scene. 

There have been some re- 
ports that Mr Cunanan was a 
dose friend of Mr Miglin’s 25- 
year-old son, who is a struggling 
actor in California. There k also 
speculation that Mr Cunanan 
recently tested positive for the 
HIV virus and his murder ram- 
page maybe an attempt at tak- 


son as a “high-class homosex- 
ual prostitute”. 

In New York, gay communi- 
ty groups were yesterday fes- 
tooning Greenwich Village and 
Cbebea with fliers carrying a 


picture of Mr Cunanan and of- 
fering a $1 0.000 reward for any 
sighting of him. 

The manhnnt meanwhile 
continues. The FBI issued on 
“Armed and Dangerous” alert 
for Mr Cunanan, giving a full 
description of the suspect to- 
gether with photographs of 
him. Criminologists warned, 
however, that fugitives can eas- 
ily disappear in the United 
States. And although the hunt 
was bring concentrated in the 
«Bti^US,tbmwasi»laiaw- 
ing where Mr Cunanan may be. 


mg revenge on former lovers. 
In comments to one Min- 


in comments to one Min- 
neapolis newspaper, Mr Cu- 
nanan’s mother, who lives in 
Illinois, candidly described her 


Peking bomb ‘was a suicide’ 


Teresa Poole 

Peking 


Peking police yesterday said 
that the man who died when a 
homemade bomb exploded in 
a city park was a migrant work- 
er committing suicide. Officials 
refused to reveal the contents 
of the letter, or any details of 
the victim beyond the fact that 
he came from Hunan province, 
central China. 

The explosion, on TUesday 
afternoon, was in Zhongshan 
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park, next to the compound 
where China's leaders live and 
work and across the road from 
Tiananmen Square. Yesterday 
news managers had things un- 
der control: cleaners ana tick- 
et-sellers who bad been in the 
park swore they bad heard and 
noticed nothing at the time of 
the blast China normally puts 
a news clamp on sensitive 
events but traffic disruption 
during Tuesday’s rush-hour 
meant people must have known 
something had happened. Yes- 


terday's Peking Doty said a Hu- 
nan man had committed sujride, 

China's leaders are particu- 
larly concerned that no such in- 
cidents take place in the run-up 
to the return of Hong Kong on 
1 July. Security has already 
been tightened since 7 March, 
when a bus bomb exploded in 
a shopping street. 

No one has been arrested 
over that crime or other explo- 
sions in Peking around the 
time, though suspicions centred 
on Muslim separatists from 


Xinjiang province, western Chi- 
na. or stale-enterprise workers 
who have lost their jobs. 

Mystery still surrounds a bus 
blast on Monday in Shunde, 
Guangdong province, in which 
a young couple set off a bomb, 
killing themselves and three 
others. Expkwioas on buses 
and trains regularly lake place 
in China because people are il- 
legally transporting explosives, 
which arc easily obtainable in 
a country with a vast network of 
public and private mines. 
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The idea of a “99.9% PVC free credit card” may be an 
innocent initiative to raise funds for environmental charity 
work, it could even give PVC producers some competition 
and, of course, we have no complaints about fair 
competition. But competition certainly is not fair if it relies 
on allegations which are inaccurate. 

All around the world people are becoming naturally cautious 
about green marketing since endless, complicated scientific 
statements can be published by all sorts of interested 
groups - and this can be confusing. 

So let’s put the record straight with some facts about PVC. 

• PVC Is an extremely well established and researched 
material. 


• PVC is safe to manufacture. The European producers 
comply with strict national and international health and 
safety requirements - and operate advanced environmental 
control systems. 

• PVC is safe for users, ft is an inert material and no-one 
should have anything to fear from the use of PVC in any 
product. 
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This advertisement was prepared on behalf of the manufacturers, 
their employees and millions of satisfied users of PVC 
throughout Europe 

Supported by 



TYie British Plastics Federation. 6 Bath Place. RMngton Street. London, EC2A 3JE. 
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Fum pmn Council of Vinyl Manufacturers 
A Di visi on of the Association of Plastics Manufacturers in Europe 
Avenue E. Van Nleuwenhuysa A Bax 4 B-i 160 Brussels. 
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Packaging and Industrial Films Association 
2 Mayfair Court. North Sate, New Basfbrd. Nottingham NG7 7GR. 


• The use of phthalates in PVC is safe. Research is 
confirming that phthalates do not interfere with our 
hormone system and, in any event, phthalates are not used 
to make credit cards. 

• A growing range of PVC products are now being recycled 
to produce useful second life applications. This includes the 
recycling of credit cards and the use of recycled PVC 
material in several environmental protection applications. 

• PVC cannot be blamed for dioxin levels. PVC production 
throughout Europe has increased threefold over the last 
twenty years but, during the same period, the total level of 
dioxins in the environment has actually reduced by half. 

• PVC is highly efficient in its use of natural resources and 
energy. 

In hundreds of applications like blood bags, surgical tubing, 
the life-saving second skin for emergency bums treatment 
and the humble cling film which protects us from harmful 
bacteria, PVC is actually helping to save lives. 

So it’s not at all surprising that PVC, alongside the other 
plastics materials, is playing a m^jor and expanding part in 
the health and well-being of society. 







Last minute international ef- 
forts to find a diplomatic solu- 
tion to Zaire's civil war 
appeared to falter yesterday 
when rebel leader Laurent Ka- 
bila failed to show for talks 
aboard the South African sup- 
ply ship the Outeniqua. 

Five hours after the talks, 
aimed at bringing President 
Mobutu Sese Seio’s 32-year dic- 
tatorship to a peaceful end 
should nave begun. President 
Mobutu and the talks' sponsor. 
President Nelson Mandela, 
were still waiting in the Con- 
golese port of Pointe-Noire for 
Mr Kabila to turn up. 

The rebel leader was in the 
Angolan enclave of Cabinda, 
though Joe Modise, the South 
African Defence Minister, had 
been sent by helicopter to Soyo, 
further south, to collect him, as 
previously arranged 

The South Africans, who had 







Waiting game: Congolese President Pascal Lesuba and President Nelson Mandela of South Africa (n Fointe Noire, Congo yesterday before the aborted talks Photograph: AP 


been reluctant to board the ship due to go ahead this morning, 
without an agreement on a But the two sides are so far 
transfer of power, made it dear apart that it is undear whether 
that this was the final diplomatic the meeting can go ahead, 
effort. South Africa's good will was 

Officially, the talks are still sorely tested during the first 


talks when it took two days to 
get the men on board the Out- 
eniqua at the same time. 

In the 10 days since South 

betweerntJuf dictator and*foe 


rebel foe country’s deputy pres- 60 per cent of the seats in a par- 
idem, Thabo Mbeki, has shut- liament, and would leave the 
tied across the continent trying Mobutists and foe opposition to 
to sell a power-sharing deal to share the rest., 

President Mobutu and Mr Ka- President Mobutu, would 
bfla which would give the rebels cede power to a transitional au- 


thority, which could then hand 
over power to Mr KabOa, sav- 
ing foe President's face. But un- 
til now the rebels have insisted 
they are interested in nothing 
less than a direct and immedi- 
ate transfer of power from 
President Mobuto to Mr 
Kabila. 

Mr Kabila's rebel forces are 
within 100km of Kinshasa and 
are pledged to take it by the 
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weekend, if talks faiL The re- 
bellion, backed by Rwanda and 
Uganda, began in October and 
the rebels now hold most of the 
country. 

Yesterday Kinshasa's 5 mil- 
lion residents stayed home in re- 
sponse to an apposition call for 
a ville morte (dead city) day, In 
| protest at proposals that would 
I allow President Mobuto to 
| transfer power to Archbishop 
| Laurent Monsengwo, a contro- 
versial Roman Catholic cleric. 

The streets of the city were 
deserted except for groups of 
Kmshasans fctening to radio for 
news of the talks they- had 
hoped would prevent a battle 
for the capital. A handful of 
gravediggers at the local Kin- 
suka cemetery were among the 
minority that chose to work. 

In a city long collapsed, they 
are paid less than a dollar a 
month to bury the dead but mm 
up everyday none the less. “We 
are working out of respect for 
the dead," said Joseph Mayala, 


Geneva (Reuters). — 
Switzerland said it was 
considering a Zairean 
rebel request to freeze 
President Mobutu Sese 
Seko's assets fn the 
country. A Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman 
said the demand came 
from the interim public 
prosecutor in the rebel- 
held city of Lumum- 
bashi. This request is 
now being examined,” 
she said. Switzerland 
had previously said it 
wound consider such a 
request only if it came 
from the government 
Swiss media estimate 
Mobutu's fortune to be 
about $4bn (£2,5bn) 
spread among secret 
bank accounts in 1 
Switzerland, where he 
also owns a luxury Villa. 


35, a father of two, who relies 
on direct payments from be- 
reaved relatives of a few dbllais 
or some beer to dig a hole. 

Tfcns of thousands have been 
buried at Kinsuka since it 
opened in 1978. like Kinshasa, 
it is felling apart. It has revert- 
ed to jungle because few rela- 
tives can afford to pay for their 
graves to be tended. Crum- 
bling concrete crosses, marked 
RIP in cheap, runny black paint, 
are lost in shoulder high grass 
infested with snakes. 

The workers stuff leaves up 
their noses to kill the stench as 
they work because the govern- 
ment no longer provides masks 
or equipment 

Michel Manyanya, too old to 
know his age, said he keeps up 
his job in the hope of a return 
to better government and de- 
cent pay. 

Asked about President 
Mobutu’s responsibility for the 
dilapidated cemetery and city be 
becomes agitated. Like many el- 
derly Zaireans he is still terri- 
fied to criticise President 
Mobutu out loud. “Just look 
around you," be says “see for 
yourself" 

His younger work mates were 
less reticent. They said they hat- 
ed their president and hoped he 
was about to stand down. They 
would accept anyone, with no 
guarantees for the future or 
democracy, in his place. 
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Denver jury shown film 
of suspected bomb lorry 

Prosecutors showed jurors surveillance -camera pictures of 
a truck moving toward the Oklahoma City federal 


the buil 


268 people. The truck, which a 


PERIPHERALS 


CREATIVE 

LA8SSB32 


32 note polyphonic Wave - Table synthesis 
IDE CO ROM Connector 

FREE MS Eacarta 97 P7| 

WAS £110 MM" 


IBM SIMPLY MMii. 

SPEAKING 

Awanl winning software from IBM iwns yow 
spoken word tnlo notes, paper and 

| e:mart through 

Wt , 45 ’ voice 

HI * I recognition. 

'-<■ ■> l Designed 

l lor Windows ■05 




£89 


THEME HOSPITAL. ■ 

it's all about Ills, pita and VftlUXa^l 

paying the bitel The most ,wa 

contagious game C4DJ9 

since Theme Park. M 3F 


IBM WORLD BOOK- . HUM 
MUU11IEDIA ENCTOLOPEDIA 

Thousands of pictures. jSat flEBl 

hundreds of videos and * 

other multimedia elements. 

PfQvktes Internet access jAlDRtO 

plus colourful 30 animations . 

■ei 

< mt M 4 Star A Winner’ D4IL99 

Home PC Maganas 


OR SOLOMON’S 
HOME GUARD 

AuiomaUc virus protection 
for the home PC 

Microsoft ami 

VALUE PACK : 

MS Windows ’95, MS Plus! 
and MS Internet Starter tot 
at one great Price. 


£2»” 

EB 2 I 


IOMEGA ZIPDR 1 VE 

Unflmted online storage 

and easy installation A 4 

WAS £139.29 Sr I 

GOLDSTAR - HI 
18 SPEED CD-ROM 

Superb buW quality and 
lightning access times 
WAS £119 _ 

.i^ r 5eKj^obor: '..®| 

USR Sportster 

Rash 56K external Modem 

Fax. Data, voice software. 

X2 Upgradable J 

WAS £229 J 

I OMEGA 2 Gb EXTERN AL 
DITTO OftfYE - . );■? C| 

Easy one step backup 

and 5 minute installation I 

WAS £139 J 

COLOUR SCANNEkWT 


£71 

£iiy 

£99 



identification number on a mangled axle. AP - Denver 

French graft inquiry may widen 

The bead of a French service which covers some of the 
same functions as MIS may face legal action for 
obstructing investigation of alleged slush-funding of 
President Chirac’s party. Judge Eric Halphen, 
investigating the RPR's finances, has asked for his power 
of inquiry to be extended to the activities of Yves 
Bertrand, head of Rcnseignements Genera ux. Messages 
sent to Mr Halphen from an apparently well-placed deep- 
foroat implied the RG withheld evidence that foe RPR 
has slush-funds in Switzerland. John Lichfield - Paris 

Bangladesh peace deal near 

Bangladesh said it had agreed with tribal leaders to end a 
decades-old insurgency in the south-eastern Chittagong 
Hill Tracts and soon would sign a peace deal. “We have 
reached consensus on all issues. We are going to sign a 

S iace deal vety soon," chief government negotiator Abul 
asanat Abdullah said, Reuters - Dhaka 
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Yemen authorities hove arrested an Islamic opposition 
activist for allegedly calling for a holy war against foe 
government. Ali Zein cl-Abideen al-JiEri was detained 
after ignoring repeated government warnings to stop his 
anti-government incitement, officials said. AP - Aden 

Minorities hail Ukraine treaty 

Romania's ethnic minorities, including its 300,000-strong 
Ukrainian community, welcomed the imminent signature 
of a post- Communist treaty with Ukraine, seen as vital 
for the country's Nato membership bid. But nationalists 
denounced the pact and said it dashed any hope of 
recovering historic Romanian territories seized by foe 
Soviet Union during the Second World War. 

Reuters - Bucharest 

Serial killer terrorises Cologne 

Three blue bin-bags containing severed human lunbs^ ••. . 
have been found in a Cologne suburb in the space.pf'two 
days. Police said there was no evidence of any 
suspected serial killer in Belgium who recently tecr^^ed. - 
Mods, where bin-bags containing body parts have ffis&v^v 
been found. Reuters --CdJpgri?' 

Turkish attack worries London 

Britain said it was worried by reports that thousandfef . 
Turkish troops were attacking separatist Kurdish baies in 
northern Iraq, and urged Ankara not to take excessiv& 
steps to ensure its security. The Anatolian news agency 
reported clashes in northern Iraq between foe 'Biriofo 
troops and the Turkish separatist Kurdistan Worked ■ 
Party. . Routeri^-tbrtdofi 
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— oavana witn temperatures of nearly 30C Photograph: AP/Frank Augs 

ational library speaks 
olumes about Germany 


Low-key opening for Frankfurt's book palace 



ury shown film 


I is Germany's answer to the 
I bliotheque Nationale or the 
1 itish Library. Yesterday the 
( erraan Library — the equiv- 
^:nt of the grandest ISnmies in 

t and France — moved 
new home. 

there Is a difference, 
tbe bujlding of 1 new 
french and British national li- 
braries has.been surrounded 
vith fanfare, the German eqiuv^ 
dent was opened yesterday 
vith scarcely a public murmur. 

The heap of cubes henceforth 
o be known as the Deutsche 
ibliothek is a fitting monument 
to timid national ambitions. 
Modern but less futuristic than 
| its rival in Paris, and nowhere 
near as expensive as the behe- 


moth on Euston Road, it nev- 
ertheless captures the national 
mood as well its more illustri- 
ous counterparts. 

It cost less than the equiva- 
lent off 100m, and you would 
have to travel hundreds of 
miles from the capital to 
browse through any of its 15 
milfibn volumes. 

This mecca erf German letters 
is in Frankfurt, capital of books 
and money and little else. 

Berlin boasts an annexe, 
bousing the music collection, 
and the east German city of 
Leipzig doubles up as the sec- 
ond German Library, with the 
same books as Frankfuru plus 
a few specialised collections of 
its own. 


This state of affairs would no 
doubt be regarded in Britain 
and France as a shambles, and 
the Leipzig site is certainly an 
accident of history. 

The new building was con- 
ceived in 1981 and the archi- 
tectural plans were approved in 
the fateful year of re-unification, 
nine years later. 

Leipzig’s dowry could not just 
be carted off to the West, and 
thus was bom this typical Ger- 
man compromise. 

The decision to keep the 
collections away from the cen- 
tre of political power was de- 
liberate. 

“Our French friends have 
erected th eh - national library in 
their capital, Paris, centrarang 


all its tasks,” said Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl at yesterday's 
opening ceremony. 

“The new building of the 
German Library stands in 
Frankfurt, not in the federal 
capital. This spatial and organ- 
isational structure is a dear 
recognition of Germany's fed- 
eral character -a special feature 
that will not be lost in a united ; 
Europe.” 

That was his cue to ramble on 
about Europe, about devolu- 
tion, culture and subsidiarity. 
Never again did the word “na- 
tion" pass his lips. It is just as 
well, for that would have only 
provoked yawns in his audience. 
Klinsmann and Co apart, there 
is little enthusiasm in Germany 


for national institutions, most erf 
which have been stripped of all 
their relevance. 

Germans can be fiercely pa- 
triotic about their home village 
or town and they identify 
strongly with their home regions 
but above that the Bund - the 
federal state - is a concept al- 
most as intangible as the Eu- 
ropean Union, and “nation” a 
word to be used only sparingly 
in polite company. 

Most real power resides in 
the 16 Land capitals, each lav- 
ishing patronage on opera 
house, libraries and subsidis 
theatres. It is doubtful whether 
most readers in Hamburg or 
Berlin will ever experience the 
mge to travel to Frankfurt to 
look at a book. Fortunaiefy. 
much of the library’s vast data- 
base can be accessed on-line. 
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It is just as well I have a rea- 
sonable command of the Eng- 
lish language, or else I don’t 
think I would be able to un- 
derstand the cutting edge of Ital- 
ian culture these days. Or, to be 
more precise, despite having 
vhat I consider to be a reason- 
.■j. ible command of the English 
«jr anguagp. lam not sure it is pos- 
sible to penetrate the linguistic 
nystifications of present-day 
talian culture. 

No question, English is the imp 
an imag e of the moment. It b 
topping up in the media, m ad- 
lertisements, in film titles, even 
n the rough and tumble of po- 

itical debate. One popular news- 

■■■■'SS-SSS5MJS 

- unfortunately something of an 

dealistic concept in the preset 

dimatc, but one that to the 
vbole country mesm ei ^;. 
“When the gomgJSgf 

"HSSSftSg 

• S* J?nS!h right. “Hello, hon- 


is what all the teenage 
are whispering to 
each other, inspired by a televi- 
sion advert for an aftershave 
called Green Generation, in 
which a macho hunk listens to 
endless answer-machine mes- 
sages from his girlfriends but 
never calls them back. 

“Slip step” is what the Ital- 
ian distributor of a nappv-mak- 
ing company thinks the ] 
say as they secure their I 
bottoms with fully absorbent 
plastic. “Any way he dose, you 
like”. That was one newspaper 
reporter’s version of Mikh ail 
Gorbachev’s Sinatra doctrine — 



Tough talker: Foreign Minister Lamberto Dfni 


British tabloid journalism - pick- 
ing on a handful of key words 


- have been taken enthusiasti- 
cally to heart, with endless vari- 
ations on “baby", “story", “ladjr”, 
“vip" (for VIP), and so on. 

The meanings of these terms 


£ All the sweethearts whisper 
‘Hallo, honeychop’ to each other 9 
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let ting the countries of the fbr- 
UjCT&stern bloc do it their way. 

Qeaity, quite a few of these 
deformations are due to the 

quirks of a counny with no sol- 
id tradition of foreign language- 
leaming. One of last year’s film 

comedy offerings was called Lo 
NoSpmEngEsch. But many are 
the result of a very Italian m- 

venl i VK1 ess,acbeei^‘^r»re^- 

less” attitude to life, and a 
complete lack of fear ofexpen- 
menting even with another lan- 


“mafia killer" (spelled without 
an s even in the plural), “serial 
(dHei* and even “baby killer” 
(meaning an implausibly young 
person accused of murder). 
There are animal, vegetable 
and mineral “killer” too - u mas~ 
carpone kiDer” was a rogue tub 

of cream cheese that landed two 
kids from Naples in hospital 
with botulism poisoning. 

What has grown up is not 
Italian, nor even English, but 
something that linguists and 
lexicographers refer to as “near- 
Englisb"- a new category of lan- 
guage that follows its own rules 
when non-native speakers at- 
tempt to communicate with each 
other. It is an epidemic sweep- 
ing not only across Italy, but 
through eastern Europe and 
Asia, too. The sticklers can wave 
their dog-eared Fowler's Mad- 


can- 


mage. inecunuw* “ 
with its paranoia oftajen 
tamination, is strikingly refresh- 
ine The results range from the 
comic to the bewfldenng. 

■Bke newspaper headlines, 
where it seems the lessons of 


are ever so slightly oiit of kiher 
with, what you would expect 
“Baby" does not refer to an in- 
fant so much as someone un- 
usually young, such as “batty 
pensibhato” for a 45-year-old 
who has stopped working. 

“Lady" is used for any politi- em English Usage around all they 
dan’s wife-not just First Lady . like, but it seems unstoppable. 

And who would want to stqp 
it anyway? It’s all too much fim. 
lb borrow a funky neologism 
coined tty a headline writer re- 
cently (pjaying on the Itafian use 
of the letter “s" to negate the 
word that follows), interfering 
in other people’s linguistic 
games must surely be deemed 
“politically scorrect”. 


but .also Lady Prodi, 
Berlusconi, even Lady Blair. 

The word “story" is lobbed 
at random into any headline 
which announces a good tale to 
come. Thus “Baby lariy story” 
might refer to the saga of a sea- 
soned politician .who seduced 
and married a teenager. 

The king . of headline buzz- 
words, though, is “kHter". Not 
only are there the inevitable 


Andrew Gumbel 


Berisha 
tries to 
pull a 
fast one 
over poll 

Andrew Gumbel 


President Sali Berisha of Alba- 
nia pushed his country’s gov- 
ernment to the brink of collapse 
and angered tire international 
community yesterday by threat- 


call fresh elections usingan elec- 
toral law contested by every po- 
litical party except for his own. 

Ignoring the principles of 
consensus government agreed 
in March to prevent the coun- 
try collapsing, he went to hs old 
constituency to inaugurate the 
campaign. The night before, 
MPs from his Democratic Par- 
ty had pnsbed through their own 
draft of an electoral law still the- 
oretically under discussion with 
the opposition. 

They acted while the Prune 
Minister, Bashkim Fmo , of the 
main opposition Socialist Par- 
ty, was in Washington for talks. 
The law they approved accom- 
modated enough of the oppo- 
sition party’s demands for 
greater proportional represen- 
tation to avoid looking Hke a to- 
tal whitewash, but fell far short 
of a satisfactory compromise. 
The opposition threatened to 
boycott the poll and leave Mr 
Fmo’s government of national 
reconcufetion. 

Mr Berisha appeared to be 
testing the international com- 
munity’s resolve, to see how 
much he could get away with. 
Signals yesterday were that 
Italy, leader of the multinational 
peace-keeping force in Albania, 
and the US were not prepared 
to indulge him. By late after- 
noon, Mr Berisha appeared to 
have taken stock of me criticism 
and his order to dissolve par- 
liament showed no signs of 
haring been carried through, 
but the situation remained on 
a lmife-edge- 
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The spirit of vagabondage and 
the romance of the open road 
were at their height in 1914, the 
year when Laurie Lee was bom. 

In vain were the attempts by 
squire, parson and politician to 
stem what was called “the 
flight from the land", a rural ex- 
odus primarily created by the 
great agricultural depression 
which set in at the turn of the 
century and which would dom- 
inate village life until the Sec- 
ond World War. The young 
walked off the farms to the 
cities and out of their ancient 
traditions, leaving behind a 
kind of beautiful inertia, a 
penniless scene of “tCe-spflling 
farms”, as Lee put it. 

Both he and bis father fled 
their home countryside, though 
differently, leaving their wives 
behind them, Lee senior be- 
cause he was driven by the ex- 
citements and possibilities of 
the new freedom, his son in or- 
der to gain a perspective on 
who be was and where he had 
come from: “Young men don’t 
leave a lush creamy village life 
solely for economic reasons.” 
Few caught up in the rural stag- 
nation which existed between 
the wars would have recognised 
it as lush and creamy, and to 
give Lee his due he never for- 
got the hardships and limita- 
tions which he coated so 
famously with opulence. 

His work is retrospective, 
that of the countryman in exile 
and in it he is always youthful. 
He believed that “the only truth 
is what you remember”, al- 
though he sometimes worried 
about what he called “the cen- 
sorship of self” and ‘'some fail- 
ure between honesty and 
nerve”. Access to a lyrical lan- 
guage gave him just the right 
balance he needed to record 
what had happened to him. 

One of his attractions as a 
writer is that he admits to mak- 
ing journeys without a cause. 
Hxs interest in the Republican 
cause in Spain was minim al and 
yet his wonderful account of the 
defeat of the Republican Army 
in 1937 makes/! Moment of War 
( 1991) an unforgettable addition 
to the remarkable literature 
which came out of this conflict. 
He walked into the war as he 
had walked out his native viii- 
iage of Siad in Gloucestershire, 
with his fiddle and his open, 
watching face, never asking 
himself why. A road led there. 

After an office job in Stroud 
when he left school at fourteen 
Lee walked to London to live “in 
the flats, rooms and garrets of 
this city, the drawers in the hu- 
man filing-cabinets that stand in 
blank rows down the streets of 


Kensington and Notting HUT. 
The analogy fitted him well be- 
cause from then on he existed 
happily in a papery’ mess with 
frequent outings to the pub. 

After Cider With Rosie 
(1959) Lee held court in bars 
and was very much the author 
on show, both in London and 
Siad; and gave little notion of 
what it meant for him to write 
and re-write his books, the 
crafting in soft pencil, and es- 
pecially the difficulty of haul- 
ing bade into his consciousness 
events that had occurred some- 
times decades ago. 

In order to do this he had to 
become the young wanderer 
again. There are few middle- 
aged or elderly views on a Lau- 
rie Lee page. “One bright June 
morning, when I was nineteen, 

I packed all I had on my back” 

- and the reader is away. 

Lee's first poems appeared in 
the magazine Horizon. Lee had 
been working with the GPO and 
Crown Film Units in the early 
Forties, and tben as Publications 
Editor for the Ministry of In- 
formation. Although sometimes 
in contact with the literary 
world, it was not until a friend 
showed some of Lee’s work to 
Cyril Connolly, then editor of 
Horizon, that he decided to be 
a writer. Collections of his po- 
etry, The Sun My Monument 
(1944), The Bloom of Candles 
(1947) and My Many-Coated 
Man (1955) were praised for the 
originality of their technique but 
criticised for their lack of depth. 

And then came Cider With 
Rosie , an evocation of Lee’s vil- 
lage childhood which, on the 
face of it, might weU suggest the 
sensuous idyll, as no one who 
had seen the realities of the pe- 
riod would have dared to pre- 
sent them, but which by always 
viewing them through a coun- 
try boy's happiness somehow 
managed to explain how every- 
one in the valley got through. 

Lee’s parents, although fes- 
tooned with a rich loving- 
head-shaking array of words, are 
archetypal products of the 1870 
Education Act, "service” and 
the collapse of land-work. Un- 
like Lee himself, both were 
mad on books. Each was a 
dedicated escapee from the 
humdrum, father spinning away 
to suburbs new (cranking his car 
in one killed him) and mother 
into total romance which in- 
volved loading her shelves with 
every pretty thing, wdrShip off 
the gentry and^djy dedicaj - -X 
ed reading. jrectures&ief 
an artist and Jt *buffoo^. a^^ 
his father a^deptife&tE'H^ 
portraits of both are relentless 
yet amused, just as is his de- 


scription of rural education. 
All the characters in Cider with 
Rosie , and especially young 
Lee, are involved in a peiper- 
ual rite of passage and are ab- 
sorbed® touch and scents and 
glimpses - rather than sights. 

Leonard Woolf, apparently, 
was less than enthusiastic when 
the manuscript arrived at the 
Hogarth Press, but it sold six 
million copies and under its 
flowery bower of words count- 
less readers have discovered a 
rough enough social history to 
reveal for them how things 
were for their own country re- 
lations not so very long ago. 

The success of Cider With 
Rosie was to commit Lee to au- 
tobiography and he made it the 
first volume of a trilogy. As I 
Walked Out One Midsummer 
Morning followed in 1969 and.4 
Moment of War in 1991. Hy as 
he might he could never quite 
convince people why there were 
such huge gaps between each 
book, none of which was 
lengthy, and the last positively 
honed to the bone, so to speak. 
WhOstXs 1 Walked Out One Mid- 
summer Morning trails many of 
the by now celebrated enchant- 
ments of Oder With Rosie and 
allows Lee, as the vagabond boy 
with the violin, to enter a Spain 
as yet untouched by tourism and 
to do what can never be done 
again, wander around in near- 
medieval scenes and encounter 
generous girls whose innocence 
was oq a par with his own, and 
with no connection with still- 
unbora hippiness , Moment of 
War abandons all those ele- 
ments in his previous work 
which made it beguiling. It is a 
small masterpiece of recalled 
helplessness and terror, the re- 
sult of “a number of idiocies I 
committed at the time”. 

These were to walk across the 
Pyrenees in the December snow 
during the bloody winter of 
1937 and knock on the door of 
a Republican farmer and say, 
"Tve come to join you". After 
a few old Spanish courtesies he 
was immediately locked up as 
a spy. Between tben and his res- 
cue by Bill Rust, editor of tbe 
Daily Worker, Lee would, bad he 
felt at all strongly its ideals, have 
been part of the martyrdom of . 
the International Brigade, but 
he did not. He seeins to have 
walked into a civil war simply as 
somewhere to go as a walker, 
though .partly because he,’ 

Baptist-type hole and, a few 
days later, , the companion”, in ' 


horror was pulled out and dis- 
patched like a rabbit 

A Moment of War is written 
with brilliant economy and be- 
longs to the remarkable liter- 
ature which the Spanish Cml 
War inspired. It is cinematic 
in its remorseless detail and 
atmosphere and it may have 
been some kind of throw- 
back to the Lee of the film 
units. It succeeds in doing that 
rare dung, documenting the 
helplessness and fright of the in- 
dividual under ruthless sol- 
diering conditions. 

As I Walked Out One Mid- 
summer Morning led him to the 
verge of tins explosiveness. He 
sensed the cruelty and mur- 
derousness of Spain as he got 
himself away. When he re- 
turned for what to the Repub- 
licans was no convincing 
purpose, it was like stepping on 
a landmine where there was no 
need to cross and very nearly 
losing his life. The narrative is 
simple and tense, with some of 
the qualities of a novella. And 
as so often in accounts of young 
men dose to death, a faint 
eroticism floats about it. 

Laurie Lee was no literary 
reduse. After hours in his work- 
room, a papery equivalent of his 
mother s chaos, be liked to be 
seen in one of his beloved Lon- 
don pubs and. later, when at last 
bad sight brought him back to 
Siad, to be a landmark in the bar 
there. As a writer be was the dis- 
engaged onlooker who under- 


stood how his presence altered 
a place or a situation. He need- 
ed to be faraway in time or in 
miles from what and who were 
closest to him, his wife, his 
roots, his travels. 

Ronald Blythe 

Laurie Lee, poet and writer: bom 
Siad, Gloucestershire 26 June 
1914 : member. GPO Film Unit 
1939-40; member, Crown Film 
Unit 1942-43; Publications Edi- 
tor, Ministry of Information 1944- 
46; member; Green Park Film 
Unit 1946-47; Caption Wriier-in- 
Chief, Festival of Britain 1950-51; 
MBE 1952; author of The Sun 
My Monument 1944. Land at 
War 1945, A Film in Cyprus 
1947, The Bloom of Candles 
1947, The Voyage of Magellan 
194S, My Many-Coated Man 
1955, A Rose for Winter 1955, 
Cider With Rosie 1959, Pock- 
er . Foets 1960. The Firstborn 
7964, As 1 Walked Out One 
-Tvfidkummer Morning 1969; I 


Jroems 1^3^ "Bro Women 1983, 
A Moment Qf War*/ 991; mar- 
ried 1950 Catherine Polge ( one 
daughter); died Siad, Glouces- 
tershire 13 May 1997. 
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Flowery bower of words; Lee’s work Is that of the countryman In exile, and in It be Is always youthful 
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There are two schools of 
thought, each with a good case 
to deploy, about the ^parlia- 
mentary lobby system. The first 
is that it is a conspiracy and 
racket, a system whereby politi- 
cians. particularly senior min- 
isters, can con editors and 
manipulate newspaper offices, 
by making use of favoured jour- 
nalists, by feeding them stories, 
nuggets, and titbits of informa- 
tion. Some lobby correspon- 
dents have infuriated their 
colleagues in the rest of Fleet 
Street by pretending to editors 
that since they were “in the 
know" and their colleagues not 
in the Commons “out of Che 
know” their advice should take 
precedence over that of other 
journalists. Certain it is that the 
“magic circle" of lobby corre- 
spondents was much resented 
among those concerned with 
freedom of information. 

The second school of thought 
has it that the lobby system is 
what Harold Wilson repeated- 
ly told them and us was the “sil- 
ver thread" of Parliamentary 
democracy, one of the glories of 
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DEATHS 

SCHWARZ: Clare, tv loved daughter of 
Stephen and Tina, died on 10 Mav 
l?v; - ! I .The Tuncral will be on 

- 1 May, enquiries to 0171-354 3396. 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

WARNER; Sian, a service of thanks, 
pvmg fe the life of Sian Warner will 
tv held m tbe Chapel of Somerville 
College, Oxford at 2ptn on Saturday 
I lane 1997. 

For Gazette, telephone 0171-293 20 U. 


KOVAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Tfce fy 4 "**** vpaa i lx* no* prmufle bc- 
lofy. Bntrui Prinuif Cranpan*. Aipicv. Nonmt- 
fciin. and «mi Jtmal Air fvra tt rtr. Loudi 
™»o»i Mmw Rival Air fonc Con w- 

mtc. JLcKtftfcahxrt The Hake a T Gfetoesfer 
‘jpen* tbc i^fuiSahcdSt Man* Church Hw 
AIwiqdwv jnt 1 tbe Tiwny tine Alaaiumei. 
Looiw WU.The Docten oTCVticnirc Pauun, 
& S aa 'Z uf Qp'ra w lad Of (be Noj- 
UBf Hill Hrtrnnplnm. m ihc Sine Apartment-, 
ftbeu. twafon WS Tbe DatecfKax. 
RMnm. the Briieb Mem* tar ChAL aneiub tbe 
R*’y*5 AuioorMe Chk 
L Pnanvi Akaodra. ftuoo. vaiis 
Lee House, Luadao SW19. 

Changing of the Guard 

Ole l{ 0 utcfioU Cumin Mourned Rccibkqi 

nroea-, ibe i>x = n*s Life ijuard w Hone llurrds. 

Uam. la Baijjfaun Sans Cuanb mnum. ihs- 
a“*u» II. iW 

hMil provided K liv tti-isb Guards 


the British system of government 
(until at least the “D” Notice af- 
fair in 1966, when the lobby 
turned on him for attacking 
Colonel Sammy Lohan of the 
Ministry of Defence). The lob- 
by was held up as an essential 
conduit between government. 
Parliament and the press based 
on trust. Tbe justification for this 
supposedly "cosy relationship” 
is that the lobby correspondent 
would get more out of a minis- 
ter and MF5, openly in this 
way, than out of an adversarial 
relationship. And one of the 
examples most frequently cited 
for such success, was Geoffrey 
Parkhouse, political editor of 
the Herald (till 1992 the Glas- 
gow Herald ) from 1975 until 
1997, chairman of the Lobby' 
1988-89 - quite an honour for 
a journalist representing a non- 
metropolitan newspaper. 

Parkhouse was born in Glas- 
gow of English parents; his fa- 
ther worked in a bank. He was 
educated at Hurstpierpoint Col- 
lege, Sussex and then at St Ed- 
mund Hall, Oxford, where he 
distinguished himself as a cen- 


Birthdays 

Sir James Baddfley, biochemist, 79; 
Sir William Batty, former chairman. 
Ford Motor Co. 84: Mr David 
Boston, former director, Horaimaa 
Museum, 66: Dame Eugenia 
Charles, former prime minis ter of 
Dominica, 78; Miss Constance CUm- 
niiiigs. actress, 87; Mr Ted Dexter, 
former England cricket captain, 62 ; 
Mr Brian Eno, rock musician and 
oomfK*ser, 49; Tbe Hon David Gorc- 
1 Booth, former ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia. 54; Mr John Lanchberv, 

conductor and ballet composer. 74; 
mim Barbara Lott, actress, 77; Lord 
McDonald, former Senator of the 
College of Justice in Scotland. 81; Sir 
F^endt Mason, former diplomat, 
84, Mr Mike Oldfield, singer and cui- 

f^I^r Pro ^ SOr Phffi P ^olds, 
former Vice-Chancellor, Lancaster 
University, 77; Mr Ambony Shaffer, 
playwright. 71; Mr Peter Shaffer, plav- 
p cler Smith, High 

n^Tf, 0 ™^ 10 LcsoUl0 * Mr 
Ralph Steadman, cartoonist, 61; 

Professor Sir Eric Stroud, paedial 
moan. 73; Sir David Tnppier, fanner 
government minister, 51. 

Anniversaries 

Births; Lyman Frank Baum, author 
Of The Wizard of Clz, 1856; Pierre 
C«ne, physicist. 1859; Frank Horn- 
by, inventor of Meccano, 1863; James 
Mason, actor, 1909. Deaths; Ephraim 
Chambeis, encyclopaedia, 1740; Ed- 
mund Kean, aciar, 1833: Emily Eliz- 
abeth Dickinson, poet. 1886; Joseph 
Whitaker, publisher and founder of 



PaiWtouse: quizzical looks 

tre three-quarter in rugby. It 
was his Frtgjish background— al- 
beit bom in Scotland - almost 
alone amongst those working 
for a Scottish newspaper that 
gave him a unique over-arching 
view of the devolution contro- 
versies of the late 1970s. 

Parkhouse’s first job on leav- 
ing university was with a Lon- 
don news agency. The need for 
speed and accuracy and the 
wide variations in the work he 
did gave him a first-class train- 


Whiiaker's Almanack, 1895; Rita 
Hayworth, actress, 1987. Oa this day: 
the AshmoJean Museum, Oxford, 
(named after Elias Ashxnole) was 
founded. 1679; Mme Edith Cresson 
became the first woman prime min- 
ister of France. 1991. Today is tbe 
Feast Day of Saints Bertha and Ru- 
pert, Si Dymphna. St Gerebenms, St 
HaBvard, St Hilary of Galeata, St Isa- 
ias of Rostov, St Isidore of Chios, St 
Isidore the Farmer, St Peter of 
Lampsacos and St Ibrquatus and his 
Companions. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Kathleen Adler. 
“LoQk and Learn (iii): Pissarro, J%»r- 
troii of Cezanne", 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Olivia 
Cailea, "Mareo Polo: a journey to the 
far East", 2_30ptn- 
Nadonal Portrait Gallery: Liz Ride- 
aL “Elizabeth 1: queen of portraits", 
1.10pm. 

Exeter University: Professor Hants 
Mommomsen, “Hi tier’s Role in the 
Third Reich", 2pm; Dr Alastair Lo- 
gan, “Christian Identity in Ibrms of 
Initiation and lifestyle” (Boandy 
Memorial Lecture), 5.15pm. 
London School of Economics. Lon- 
don WC2: Professor John Stone. 
“New Paradigms for Old? Ethnic and 
Racial Studies on the Eve of the Mil- 
lennium" (Ethnic and Rarial Stud- 
ies Lecture), 5 -50pm. 

Royal Society, London SWl: Pro- 
fessor Steven Ley, “Sweet Dreams: 
oew strategies for oligosaccharide as- 
sembJy" (Bakcrian Lecture), 5_30pm. 


ing. He then moved to the Dai- 
ly Herald, which was a Labour 
newspaper, and be introduced 
himself to me, then a young 
Labour MP, as a former em- 
ployee of the Daily Herald - 
•which was about his best con- 
nection with the Labour Party 
to whom he was always nice but 
rarely sympathetic. 

Feeling far more at home 
with a right-wing newspaper he 
moved to the Daily Mail and 
then to the Sunday Express for 
whom be wrote, some well-- 
remembered profiles of lead- 
ing politicians such as Rab 
Butler, Peter Thomeycroft and 
fan MacLeod. It was on the 
strength of this work that Iain 
Lindsay Smith, tben tbe editor 
of tbe Glasgow Herald , gave 
him the appointment which was 
to be the culmination of his 
life's work. 

Parkhouse had a routine. 
After breakfast he would go rid- 
ing in Richmond Park. He 
would then gravitate towards 
tbe Garrick Club or a restaurant 
at lunch-time. In harness with 
his persona) and professional 


great friend Ian Aitken, the 
equally hard-working political 
editor of the Guardian, he 
would entertain a politician to 
lunch. I can confirm from a 
dozen such invitations over the 
years that those lurches were 
aravivia] in the extreme, filled 
with gaiety, and as. I left I re- 
alised that I had told these two 
charmers more candid things 
than I had meant to. An equal 
pleasure was lunching with 
Parkhouse and Julia Langdon, 
his colleague . in the Lobby, 
who is the mother of fus adored 
small son and daughter. 

Returning to his place in the 
gaileiy at Question Time, Park- 
house could be spied casting his 
quizzical looks on the parlia- 
mentary bear pit He would then 
adjourn to ministerial briefin- 
gs, lalk to his chums (among 
whom could be numbered the 
leading members of the Tory 
government in the last IS years) 
and any MPs with interesting 
things to tell him. At 7.30pm he 
would file his copy. Arnold 
Kemp, his editor for 14 years, 
pays eloquent tribute to the val- 


ue that the Herald placed on 
Parkhouse’s copy which made 
the paper a serious political or- 
gan of account far beyond 
Greater Glasgow. 

Parkhouse’s heyday was per- 
haps in 1978/79 when he cov- 
ered the events that surrounded 
the Scotland and W&ies .Acts 
and the referendum in which 
they failed. On 24 July 197fr.be 
wrote: “The only thing that is 
slopping the Government from 
admitting now that it is not go- 
ing to announce a referendum 
date is that a decision hasn’t yet 
been taken about how best to 
break it to the Scottish people.” 
He was full of insights. 

Vintage Parkhouse appeared 
on I March 1979, ibe day of the 
referendum, under the headline 
“Yes, No . . . Bui What If It Is 
Maybe?” Parkhouse put it thus: 

II only Scotland will say clearly 
“Yes" or “No" today ... but the signs 
are that the most likely answer will 
be “Maybe". 

Maybe we do want an Assembly, 
maybe we don't Maybe, just at this 
time, we don’t modi care ooe way or 
the other. 

So today’s referendum decision - 


foreshadowed bv opinion polk indi- 
catingthailessdjanfourin 10 Scots 
approve the Scotland Act -becomes 
the headache of next Thursday’s 
Cabinet, with very much more than 
just an Assembly at stake. 

Plus ?a change. Parkhouse 
continued: 

More again, it becomes a dilemma 
for the lories and a heartache for tbe 
Nationalists. Only the Liberals coukl 
be smug in their daim that their fed- 
eral argument has not been put to 
tbe people. 

There is another Maybe. Maybe 
the politicians have confused the is- 
sue so much that we don’t, even now 
as we go to tbe polling booths; fully 
understand quuc what we’re sup- 
posed to \x voting about - or for 
whom, l Who is this person Block 
Grant. I beard asked at one toxiios.) 
This ^seBs trouble for the paries who 
have reached a watcished in Scottish 
politics. A Maybe answer today 
could be particularly damaging to the 
Labour Party, which as 31-luck would 
have it is committed in its annual con- 
ference in Perth next week 

Unless there is a dear “'Vis" what 
can tbe Scottish Secretary oi State, 
Mr Brace Mfflan. tell his party atlbcir 
conference'.' How can tbe conference 
agenda be padded out if the As- 
sembly. about which there is a mass 
of resolutions, is still up in the air? 

Parkhouse concluded: 


if the Scots are judged to bo still un- 
sure about what they want, Wxt- 
minster will be tempted to sit on the 
Scotland Act while a bored England 
shrugs her shoulders. Wbat aery wfll 
go up from the Nationalists then of 
a Scotland cheated by Government 
incompetence and rival party an- 
tipathy. Nothing could give the SNP 
such a“ rc-charae. Nothing could be 
more likely to destroy one of the chief 
objects of both Labour and Tory 
politicians - to neutralise the Na- 
tionalists. La this piquant sense, a 
timid answer from Scotland today 
could have the most profound im- 
plications for Britain as a wbole. 

It is a matter of infinite regret 
that Geoffrey Parkhouse wfll not 
be in his customary place in the 
parliaznemaiy gaDeiy next week, 
pencil poised, to offer his 
thoughts on the Referendum : 
Bill, and later on tbe 1997-98 
Scotland and Wales legislation. 

Tam Datyell 1 

Geoffrey Parkhouse. journalist: \ 
bom Glasgow 19 January 1935: \ 
Political Editor, the Herald 1975 - ; 
97; married 1963 Pauline Cold - 1 
well {two sons; marriage 
dissolved) 1996 Julia Langdon ■ 
(one son, one daughter); died, 
London 12 Mav 1997. > 


Home Secretary's decision unfair and must be quashed 


Regina v Secretary of State for the 
Rome Department ex parte Khan; 
Queen’s Bench Division Crown 
Office list (Mr Justice 
McCullough) 9 Mfay 1997 

Where a British Dependent 
Territories citizen had mistak- 
enly been informed that be 
was deemed to be a British cit- 
izen and that it was open to him 
to apply for a British passport, 
the Home Secretary’s subse- 
quent decision that he was an 
illegal entrant, without giving 
him the opportunity to make 
representations, could not be 
upheld. 

Mr Justice McCullough al- 
lowed the applicant's applica- 
tion for judicial review of the 
decision of the Home Secretary 
that he was an illegal entrant. 

The applicant was bora a cit- 
izen of ibe United Kingdom 
and Colonies in Pakistan. 
When the British Nationality 
Act 1991 came into force he be- 
came a British Dependent Ter- 
ritories citizen with no right of 
abode in the United Kingdom. 

He arrived in the United 
Kingdom is February 1992 and 
presented his United King- 


dom passport, which correctly 
described his status and stated 
that be was subject to immi- 
gration control. The applicant 
believed, however, that he was 
entitled to enter and depart 
from the United Kingdom as he 
pleased. 

Pending inquity into his 
daim to such a right he was 

g amed temporary admission. 

n 28 May 1992 he received a 
letter from the Chief Immi- 
gration Officer, saying that as 
he was deemed to be a British 
citizen it was open to him to ap- 
ply for a British passport which 
defined him thus. 

In July 1992 the applicant ap- 

S lied for registration as a 
ritish citizen. In February 
1994 he received a further let- 
ter telling him that the infor- 
mation in the previous leuer 
had been incorrect. He did 
not meet the requirements of 
section 4(2) of the 1981 Act as 
he bad not been in the United 
Kingdom for most of the qual- 
ifying period of five years pri- 


LAW REPORT 
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15 May 1997 

or to the receipt of his appli- 
cation. which had therefore 
been refused. It was, however, 
open to him to reapply for reg- 
istration when he could meet 
the statutory requirements. 

The applicant then applied 
for a two year Commonwealth 
holiday visa. In response he re- 
ceived a letter telling him that 
he was an illegal entrant and 
that he should make arrange- 
ments to return to Pakistan. 
Robert de Aiello (Elisabeth Davidge, 
Birmingham) for the applicant; 
Eleanor Grey f Treasury Solicitor) for 
the Home Secretary. 

Mr Justice McCullough said 
that it bad been submitted for. 
the applicant that the letter of 
28 May 1992, though incapable 
of giving rise to a legitimate ex- 
pectation that he would be 
panted British citizenship, gave 
rise to a legitimate expectation 
that he would be able to remain 
the United Kingdom and 
would not be treated as an il- 
legal entrant without being 


given the opportunity to make 
representations. 

Further, given the letter of 28 
May. the decision to treat him 
as an illegal entrast was either 
unfair, in that it was taken 
without his having first been giv- 
en the opprtunity to make rep- 
resentations, or Wednesbury 
unreasonable in that it was so 
unconscionably harsh that no 
reasonable Home Secretary 
could have made it. 

It had been submitted for the 
Home Secretary that the doc- 
trine of legitimate expectation 
required that a person who had 
acted on the faith of a repre- 
sentation must demonstrate 
that he had suffered detriment 
in consequence. 

However, a legitimate ex- 
pectation had been founded in 
the absence of detriment: sec 
R v Secretary of Slate for the 
Home Department, ex p Rud- 
dock [1987] 1 WLR 1482, and 
R r Secretary of State for the 
Home Department, cx p Khan 
[1984] l WLR 1337. 


The doctrine of legitimate 
expectation was founded in 
fairness, and there were ob- 
servations in the authorities 
which stressed that fairness re- 
quired »h«t an authority, before 
departing from a previously 
announced statement of poli- 
cy, should afford a hearing to 
those affected. If fairness de- 
manded that when public pro- 
nouncements were made, why 

should it demand less when the 
statement was made to the 
only individual affected by it? 
Whether one regarded what 
had happened as a breach of 
fairness, or as the denial of a le- 
gitimate expectation, or as a de- 
cision taken beyond the bounds 
of reasonableness, it was a 
decision which should be 
quashed 

When the matter was re- 
considered it was to be hoped 
that the Home Secrexaiy might 
find it possible to allow the ap- 
plicant to remain for such 
longer period as might be nec- 
essary to bring him within the 
requirements of section 4 of the 
British Nationality Act 1981. 

Kate OUanlon, Barrister 
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Royalty meets radicalism in Wonderland 
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p- SZ “Where am 
Politicians are called 

3 ?^- m( * tkeir views arc called 
“government policy” Evemhfo J * 
the reverse of the\vay it h^bLn 
since more than half the pSbSSl 
“ ^member. What kind of S 
Carroll world is this? Michael 
eltme is spotted wandering the pave- 
ment, where formerly a car 
whisk him off without any of us notic- 
mganythmg but the outriders. 

The most disconcerting thins about 
yesterday’s pomp and pretension was 
nearing our domestically bespectacled 


election campaign that there was lit- 
tle difference between the Old Ibries 
and New Labour. Thankfully, it was 
never a trap this paper fell into: to us, 
it always seemed clear that Mr Blair 
meant what be said when he promised 
(warned?) that he would be more rad- 
ical than people realised. And he has 
already started to fulfil that promise. 

On some fronts. Labour plans to 
undo what it sees as Tbry error 
health sendee competition; inade- 
quately stem opposition to the private 
possession of handguns; poor control 
of food quality. Mr Blair’s govern- 
ment continues where continuation 



though, the minimum wage is about ing back strategic government for 
creating the opportunity for people to London, where nearly one in 10 
break free ofreliance on welfare. It British people lives, is no small mat- 
te good, too, to see that Mr Blair has ter, either only pray that Labour 
placed this measure in front of any keeps the new authority streamlined, 
attempt to legislate on trade-union and avoids creating a monster to rival 


seems right, leaving intact many laws 
mrmarrh T 1 — * — - that it opposed while in opposition 

“mv W1 K 8 but now accepts in government But 

“attack” ’ S i he sajd » ^ yesterday’s 22-Bill programme was 

e^ril^ P i 0 ^ en ^ bllt - mostl y not of the undoing kind. Over- 
vice andf^S^Sw 1 ^ 6 i? 6 * 1 * "’keJnungly* the legislative contents of 

seTibSnf 5S^f ^l^nerally the Queen’s Speech aim to set a new 
4, P^ous course for government. 

* <&*** ,l V ot her What tentative interpretations 

that should we place on the “project” (as 
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But it would be a cheap jibe: laws are 
usually about preventing things, 
rather than enabling them, and 
Labour is no different to any other 
government in this. After all, those 
things are well worth banning. 


government, it’s ours - but 

On the orresido, weare all still star- borrib ty “N *0 thu® Indeed, since we’re in the banning 

tied by how much has chanced: vet at SI ! sta {f ^ mode, why not ban phrases like “the 







selves and asking how much has 
really changed. In his response to the 
Queen’s Speech , Mr Blair pointed up 
the way in which cartoonists, com- 
mentators and saloon-bar pontifica- 
tors had falsely repeated during the 


New Puritanism. After all, there is 
quite a bit of banning in this Queen's 
Speech. Handguns for a start (hip 
hip) — but also tobacco advertising 
(hurray), unruly behaviour by chil- 
dren and neighbourhood reprobates. 


project” from our political language? 
Could we also delete the phrase “on- 
message” before it infects every part 
of our national life? And (by the by) 
what happened to the ambition to baa 
the killing of foxes for sport? 

It is good, however, to see that the 
eagerness to ban things has not yet 


ranged into the realm of banning 
newspapers' freedom to inquire into 
the messy behaviour of public people 
by introducing a restrictive privacy 
law: Mr Blair should think very care- 
fully before aiming that measure at 
the statute book. 

B anni ng, however, is not what gov- 
ernment is mainly about and it is 
surely not what New Labour should 
be about. It should be about creating 
opportunity. The minimum wage 
might be seen as another “banning” 
measure - banning employers from 
paying their workers the lowest rate 
they can get away with. In fact. 


representation: here he has got the 
priorities right 

Overall, the Speech is a good bal- 
ance between grand social measures 
(about which we still know too little 
to judge, notably in the Big Issue of 
education), and smaller but signifi- 
cant changes of direction. Bat there 
is one area where it seems fair to pose 
sharp questions, and raise our own 
standard: constitutional change. Cre- 
ating a New Britain is first of all about 
social reform, yes; but it is also impor- 
tant that this government takes its his- 
toric opportunity to effect deeper 
political reforms. 

Yesterday witnessed a healthy start. 
Incorporating the European Con- 
vention on Human Rights will effect 
a profound change in our political and 
judicial culture, enabling ordinary 
people to see their rights fought over 
in their own national courts, and 
judged by their own judges. Nobody 
should underestimate the significance 
of this change. Equally, devolving 
power to Scotland and Wales (as 
those nations will surely vote in ref- 
er endums to do) will bring about a 
long-term shift in our culture. Bring- 


the wasteful old GLC. 

But what happened to reform of 
the House of Lords? Will that 
promise be honoured, or is it just a 
vague threat, to be held in reserve and 
used only if peers attempt to frustrate 
the Commons? Why not a White 
Paper on that, as on freedom of 
information? 

Reforming the Lords is not to be 
ducked. Moreover, it will be an 
immensely popular measure, every- 
where except in the House of Lords. 
Abolishing the voting rights of hered- 
itary peers is a long overdue reform 
that the nation overwhelmingly wants. 

This government’s true ra dicalism will 
first be tested by its social programme 
- but it will eventually be proved by 
its determination to effect root and 
branch constitutional change. And 
that must, ultimately, include voting 
reform too. We are willing to wait a 
parliamentary session or two; but we 
hope that those new young back- 
benchers, who by a large majority 
believe in electoral reform, will not 
grow old and cynical before they get 
the chance to transform our political 
system. 
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Chancellor’s 
act of 
"good faith’ 

Sin Diane Abbott MP (Letters, 14 
May) argues that there is no causal 
relationship between “central h ank 
^independence and low inflation” 
“She would of course be correct if 
the Conservatives were s till in 
office. Sadly, the history of 
financial institutions and the 
money markets under Labour 
governments is one of mutual 
distrust and suspicion - therefore 
this Labour government needs to 
prove its integrity and competency. 

Labour was not elected on a 
programme of wfaolescale reform 
of the “commanding heights” of 
the economy. It was elected to 
deliver pragmatic economic and 
sdcial policies afcEnowIedgingthe 
economic constraints imposed on 
an individual nationstate. With this 
in mind, the Chancellor's move to 
allow “tymboHc" freedom for the 
central bank to set interest rates is 
an act of good faith. 

Councillor JEREMY KTI.T.INGRAY 
London Borough of Hackney (Lab) 

. _• London E8 

Sin Diane Abbott and Robin 
Ramsay (Letters, 14 May) are 
■ : themselves guilty of missing the 

■ r ■" v point of giving the “Old Lady” her 
wr independence. 

: r Mr Ramsay talks emotively of 
- the sacrifice of British 

manufa cturing in the interests of 

an inflation target. Manufacturers 
are eager for a low and sustainable . 

. 7 • level of inflation together with 

stable interest rates rather than 
large, mistimed swings in rates. 

: . Independence is a means to this 

end, something that b recognised 
by a very export-dependent 
German manufacturing sector. 

to allowing independence, the 
Chancellor has recognised the 
Leninist principle that to destroy a 
liberal society you must allow the 
debasement of the currency and to 
protect it the value of the money 
must be stabilised. 

price and interest rate stability 
will remove uncertainty; increase 
investment, growth and jobs. 
ROBERT COFIE 
London W13 
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Vote counting is 
a theatrical event 

Sir: H B Gould (Letters, 10 May), 
having observed a few clumsy 
fingers at a count of votes on 1 
May, advocates electronic voting. 

The UK's antiquated system s 
both enormously robust and t akes 
place in full view of observers from 
all the parties. Occasionally a few 
papers may get into the wrongpfle, 
but if this would have a significant 
effect on the result, the procedures 
for a recount ensure that extra 
checks are carried out. 

Each declaration is a valuable 

theatrical event The complete 


ro^»«®y.p 1 r des,he 

nation with a memorable 

experience which has ah the 

SKement ofarace.TTunko f ^ at 
hwould-belDreifin^i^ 
were provided with an«HU* 

keypad on which to vote. To 
moment the polls dosed* • 

HBSKSSSS- 


all the computers were backed up 
try stand-by machines. All this 
would need an investment of tens 
of minions of pounds - hardly 
worth it when general elections 
take place so infrequently. 

the table^anc? counted in full view. 
BOB YOUNG 
Brighton, East Sussex 

Sin H B Gould (letter, 10 May) is 
right: electronic voting is perfectly 
feasible and efficient. Its first use, 
though, should be in the long- 
overdue reform of the archaic 
voting system of the House of 
Commons. 

Voting in the House of Commons is a 
tong and elaborate business. Hie mem- 
bos actually divide by trooping into lob- 
bies ...where th^ are cxnnued like sheep 
by the decks. This wastes a lot of time 
and ought to be altered, for sometimes 
an hour or more a day is w asted ty this 
rather childish method of counting. 

Thus the Children fc Encyclopedia 
in 1921. Seventy-seven years later, 
with today’s pressures, the practice 
is even more absurd. It is probably 
too much to hope for a sensible 
debating chamb er, but the blowing 
away of a few cobwebs would help, 
perhaps that wretched opera hat 
could go as well ... 

G LANGLEY 
Bristol 


Minister found 

Sin If Stanley Alderson (letter, 13 
May) looks in the government list 
under Department of Hade and 
Industry he will find that John 

Battle is named as the minister for 

industry, energy, science and 
technology. 

MARGARET EDMONDS 
Bath 


Cyclists blamed 
for the inept few 

Sir: I write to agree with John 
Lewis (Letters, 14 May). I have 
cycled to work in London for 16 
years, including through two 
pregnancies and carrying a young 
child on the back of the bike - 
without serious accident. 1 am 
continually outraged by the 
behaviour of some other cyclists, 
whose behaviour is unlawful. 

It not only means that we are all 
assumed to act in this way, but at 
times their actions have 
jeopardised my safety. It is enough 
that we have to contend with 
vehicle-led transport policy and 
tokenistic "cycleways”, but that we 
should all take the blame for the 
actions of a minority of inept and 
often “fair-weather" cyclists is 

unfair . 

J LLOYD 
London SE7 

Sir. Only one feature of the replies 
byyoor motorist correspondents 
(Letters, 13 May) to Hugh 
Hollinghurst’s letter about 
tawbreakwg cyclists was surprising: 
it is the first time 1 have seen it 
suggested that cydists pose a 
danger to motorists. Must it be 
pointed out that cydists do not 
wear metal jackets and do not 
travel at 40mph? 

During my daily cycle ride 
between the station and my 
London office, I see vehicles 
crossmgre^ lights in large 
numbers. I see vehicles speeding 
over pedestrian crossings. I see 


pedestrians and cyclists regularly 
imperilled by woeful disregard by 
motorists for safety and courtesy. I 
suggest that any sceptics watch a 
major London road junction for a 
few minutes. 

I do not approve oflawbreakmg 
by motorists or cyclists. 
Lawbreaking by cyclists sets back 
rather than advances the cyclists' 
cause. But it takes no more than a 
few moments' observation to see 
which is more common and which 
is the greater hazard. 

EDWIN KILBY 
Reed, Hertfordshire 

Sin I heartily agree with John 
Lewis (letter, 14 May) regarding 
cycling on footpaths being the 
result of laziness. 

My local lib Dem council has 
just spent a fortune carving up the 
Teddmgton roads to provide cycle 
paths. Whilst this has caused me, as 
a driver, great inconvenience due 
to the bizancly laid out new road 

plan, it has certainty helped me, as 

a cyclist, feel slightly more secure. 
However, 1 am frustrated and 
angty, when, as a pedestrian, I have 
to dive for cover as cyclists persist 
in racing along the pavements. 

On two separate occasions in the 

..f «« 1. « 


_ cyclists who blatantly ignore the 
carefully painted cycle pads and 
still insist on using the pavements. 

“Pavement rage" wifi 
undoubtedly be the new scourge of 
society and yes, it will be initiated 
by me. 

JOHEPPELL 

Teddmgton, 

Middlesex 


Anorexics are 
ragingly hungry 

Sin A thought for those who are 
looking at the link between 
serotonin and satiation in anorexic 
people (report, 12 May). Over 20 
years ago I lied and lied that I was 
full and could eat no more. I was so 
screamingly hungry I could only 
sleep four hours a night I read 
books and made things to keep my 
min d and hands off food - it was a 
very busy and productive time - but 
I was ragingty hungry. 

My younger sister also had a go 
at self-inflicted starvation and 
denied that she needed food. One 
day, before she took to falling over, 
she passed a pet shop. The smell of 
dogoiscuits Ml of the nutrients her 
body craved was irresistible to her 
starving body. I don't know if some 
anorexics genuinely feel satiated. I 
do know that some are liars. 

MANI HARRIS 
New Mills, Derbyshire 


Solar power for 
Britain’s homes 

Sin Congratulations to the Centre 
of Alternative Tbcfanology for 
installing Britain's largest solar 
roof (report, 12 May). 

Unfortunately these solar events 
are a rarity In Britain. While other 
industrialised nations, notably 
Japan and America, are undertak- 
ing or planning massive national 
programmes which mil see hun- 
dreds and thousands of homes 


. Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. Fox: 0171-293 2056; 
e-maik letters@independenLco.uk. E-mail correspondents are ashed to gtye a postal address. Letters may be 
edited for length and clarity. We regret we an unable to acknowledge unpublished letters. 


this new dean tech- 
nology, m Britain we have just two 
solar-powered homes. 

Historic lack of support from 
previous governments is the cause. 
Britain has a strong solar industry, 
currently producing 10 per cent of 
the £500m global market With new 
government support from the new 
Labour government our solar 
industry could be stronger. 

Greenpeace is challenging the 
Government to commit to a 
mfnimum solar programme for 
Britain of 50,000 solar homes by 
2010. This can be financed by 
diverting existing subsidies to the 
fossil fuel industry to finance the 
solar programme. This action 
would catalyse a £100m investment 
from the British solar industry, 
create new solar factories for 
Britain and produce 40,000 new 
jobs. In oppositionthe Labour 
Party promised action on solar 
power, now they have the power to 
kick-start a world-class solar 
industry to help tackle the problem 
of dimate change. 

MARCUS RAND 
Greenpeace 
London N1 


Animals exduded 

Sir. In reviewing the good causes 
deserving of lottery money, I 
wonder n Gordon Brown will 
consider charities devoted to animal 
welfare, at the moment exduded. 

I have found that many people 
are unaware of this fact and when 
brought to their attention consider 
it unfair. Many of these charities 
have suffered badly from 
reductions in donations since the 
lottery was begun. 
IANESPOTTISWOODE 
Bala, Wales 


Turing and the 
artificial mind 

Sin Michael Lockwood (“Man v 
Machine”, 13 May), like so many 
others, has overrated the Hiring 
test. The Hiring test is not some 
goal or benchmark artificial 
intelligence (All researchers are 
(or should be) shooting for. It is a 
thought experiment designed to get 
us each to ask ourselves, “How do I 
know that anything other than 
myself experiences 
consciousness?” If we give each 
other the benefit of the doubt, then 
why not extend that to something 
that passes the Turing test? 

Beyond that role the test is not 
important If and when we first 
implement an algorithm on silicon 
that experiences consciousness, it is 
very unlikely that it would pass the 
Hiring test (After all we wouldn’t 
expect some species out of Star Trek 
to pass the test either.) 

The more important lesson from 
Alan Turing is the separation of 
algorithm from hardware. While 
the brain is very different from 
integrated circuits, nobody (pace 
Roger Penrose) has been able to 
argue that it is different enough 
given the substrate neutrality of 
algorithms. The arguments for 
strong AI are compelling. Saying 
that there is a lot about 
consciousness and the brain that we 
don’t understand yet is no counter 
argument— it is mere wilful thinking. 
JEFF GOLDBERG 
Cranfield Computer Centre 
Cornfield University 


Remember the 
fall of Portillo 

Sin My heart goes oat to Mies 
Kington trim missed the fail of 
PortiDo on election night (“So where 
were you when Portillo fell?”, 12 
May). Dare I confess that - thanks to 
the forethought of my husband -I 
have the happy event on video and 
have watched it almost nightly since 
2 May? Who would have thought 
that schadenfreude could &ve one 
quite such a buzz? And would Miles 
Kington like the loan of it? 
BARBARA TRAPIDO 
Oxford 

Sin I shared Miles Kington's 
delight at the rolling of High Tory 
heads. Unlike him I did see the 
going down of Michael Portillo. I 
also caught the defeated 
candidate's speech and was 


grace and sheer good manners. 

It cannot have been easy for him. 
JH ANTHONY 
West Down, North Devon 


roadside poster ini 
District, saying “Last Tbry Seat 
Before John O’Groats". 
Unfortunately be doesn't go quite 
far enough. 

JIM WALLACE MP 
(Orkney and Shetland, Lib Dem) 
House of Commons 
London SW1 


Tory mutineers 

Sin Anthony Bevins (“Is there a 
Huy future?", 14 May) suggests 
that John M^or jumped ship, rat- 
like, before sinking. On the 
contrary, he visibly stayed until the 
ship was gone. Is the captain, even 
of a piratical, mutineenng crew of 
cut-throats, required logo the full 
sis: fathoms to the bottom while the 
rest of his jolty band thrash around 
on the surface, bludgeoning each 
other with wreckage? 

SARA CLARKE 
High Peak, Derbyshire 


20 - — 

essay 


THURSDAY 16 MAY-1997 -.THE INDEPENDENT 


It is only a 
scribblers’ 
parliament 

A large number of our MPs may be writers of 
books, from thrillers to diaries, but, 
says Boyd Tonkin, there is not an original 
author, thinker or visionary among them 



W hen he wasn't scouring 
London streets for 
prostitutes to rescue, 
William Ewart Glad- 
stone took a break 
from his prime ministerial dudes by 
reading three books a day and penning 
learned comes on Homer. 

A century later, PMs and ministers 
usually do little more than sign the odd 
ghosted piece in the tabloids The writ- 
ten word at book length appeals less to 
politicians now because it matters less 
to voters. In fact, some sort of nadir was 
touched when Lady Thatcher cheerfully 
let on that her idea of literaiy fun 
involved re-reading the cardboard-and- 
clockwork thrillers of Freddy Forsyth. 
When she came to compile her own 
memoirs, a team of backroom wags - 
such as Oxford's convivial Professor 
Norman Stone - had to add those 
alien touches known as “jokes”. 

So it comes as something of a shock 
to discover that several dozen MPs of 
the 1 997 vintage still care enough about 
long-distance print to write and edit 
books. One of the new intake, indeed, 
has proved so prolific over the past 15 
years that he new has a -Selected Writ- 
ings” to bis credit - a volume that 
embraces short stories, memories of 
childhood and political theory. That the 
name on the spine (from Brandon 
Books) belongs to Gerry Adams only 
goes to show that heavy-duty authorship 
does not always confer infallibility. 
Even the ability to earn a good living 
between hard covers will not guarantee 
talent or trustworthiness. Rupert Alla- 
son, the defeated Tbrbay Tory who 
writes spy potboilers as “Nigel West’’, 
often upset the secret services as he 
wrung every drop of fatuous gossip from 
his deep throats in MIS and MI6. 


The 1 May results closed the book on 
other Commons authors. Edwina Cur- 
rie can now spend more time with her 
£300,000 advance as she moves from 
writing lubricous Westminster intrigues 
to soppy Scouse sagas. When the peo- 
ple of Chester dismissed Gyles Bran- 
dreth, they no doubt bad other things 
on their mind apart from his recent 
ddbut novel Who is Nick Saint? — a 
schmaltzy Yuletide fable that makes// 's 
a Wonderful Life look like Oedipus Rex. 
Up in the Other Place, of course. Lord 
Archer need never fear the electors' 
judgement as he enjoys the reputed 
£15m that Rupert Murdoch's Harper- 
Collins paid him for die next few 
doorstops of lacklustre prose and jotn- 
the-dots plotting. 

Among Commons newcomers and 
returnees with authorial form, earnest 
policy wonks prevail. In his new minis- 
terial role, Frank Field can draw on 20 
years of published reflections on the 
function and malfunction of the welfare 
state, from To Him Who Hath in 1976 
through for Britain in 1993. 

Field snaffles die plaudits from all sides, 
but his backbench colleague Malcolm 
Wjcks, once head of the Family Policy 
Studies Centre, showed an equally inci- 
sive grasp o£ the welfare labyrinth in his 
1987 Penguin special^ Future for AM. 

Applied social studies may languish 
in the universities, but they flourish 
mightily on New Labour's crammed 
beaches. Probably the most original 
take on the way we live now can be 
found in Patricia Hewitt's About Time , 
in which the new member for Leices- 
ter West tries to bridge the yawning gap 
between the actual rhythms of our lives 
and the anti-women - indeed, anti- 
human - time-schemes of the archaic 
institutions where we learn, work or 
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even legislate. With the theory behind 
her, now she can try the practical 

In keeping with the modernising 
waves of the past decade, this is all 
deeply sensible and sober stuff. It's a 
long time since Labour aspirants rushed 
into print with militant manifestos such 

Scotland frornl^T^A^which Oy de- 
side wrecker edited that? Laddie name 
of Gordon Brown. 

Then come the swollen ranks of 
Commons memoirists. (Though we 
should point out that Austin Mitchell's 
1971 volume The Yorkshire Joke was not, 
in fact, an autobiography.) The heavi- 
est ministerial apologias tend to weigh 
down bookshop shelves only after their 
authors have left the House (Norman 
Fowlers riveting recollections, by the 
way, sold around 3,000 hardback copies 
- even less than the average Tory vote . 
on 1 May). So it's something of a rar- 
ity to find the boldest and funniest of 
ail parliamentary tale-bearers - Alan 
dark - back under the whip after his 
1993 Diaries burnt every bridge and 
boat behind him. 

Clark’s leftist soul-brother, Ken Liv--. 
ingstone. offered a jovial canter through 
his life and thoughts in If voted changed 
ajtything, they’d abolish iL And the tea- 
driven archive machine in Tony Bean’s 
Holland Park basement churns out a 
volume of endearingly Pooterish diaries 
evety few years, with the help of his tire- 
less editor Ruth Winstone. (Benn 
obliged his busier admirers with a one- 
volume abridgement in 1995.) A more 
waspish view of government at work 
comes from Gerald Kaufman's How to 
Be a Minister - droll advice that still 
reads well despite some antique beer- 
and-sandwiches yarns about industry 
policy in the 1970s. (Kaufman wears his 
other bat - a star-spangled Hollywood 
buff’s model - in his charming study for 
the BF1 Film Classics series of the Gar- 
lacd/MinneUi musical, Meet Me in St 
Louis.) For first-hand tales of worse 
risks than a bad-tempered Sir 
Humphrey, one of the class of ’97 
trounces every rival: Tatton's stain-free 
Martin Bell, with his front-line chron- 
icle In Haim's Way. 

With Roy Jenkins well and truly 
ermined in the Lords, the Commons 
now lacks a serial political biographer. 
Several MPs, though, have managed 
one-off lives. Tam Dalyell profiled Dick 
Crossman to good effect some years 
ago. In his days as a full-time (rather 
than a weekend) journalist, Rother- 
ham’s MP Denis MacShane traced the 


Ayes down: ten 
surprisingly good reads, 
by current MPs: 

Martin Ball In Harmfc Way (1995) 
Gerry Adams Fals Memories - 

Chris Mullln A Vhry British Coup > 
(1982) 

Gerald Kaufman How to be a 
Minister (1980; revised 1997) 

Alan Clark The Donkeys (1961) 
Alan Clark Dairies (1993) 

Patricia Hewitt About Time ((993) 
Tony Benn the Berm Diarfes 
1940-1990 (1995) 

Peter Halrt The Peking 
Connection (1995) 

Gordon Brown and Tony Wright 
(ads) Ifelues, Visions and Voces 
(1995) 


“political odyssey” of Franjpis Mitter- 
rand in 1981 with an optimism not quite 
borne out by subsequent events. More 
recently, Huddersfield's Bany Sheer- 
man co-authored an impressive biog- 
raphy of Harold Laski, the intellectual 
engineer who helped to design the 
1945 Labour landslide. 

H istory itself has also fallen from 
the favour of literate MPs since 
the days when Lord Acton 
(before he decided that all power cor- 
rupts) sat behind Gladstone as an Irish 
Whig. But it still has a few e lected prac- 
titioners. Before he declined into satel- 
lite chat-shows, a young political scien- 
tist called Austin Mitchell analysed The 
Whigs in Opposition 1S15-IS30. And, 
when John Redwood inhabited the dis- 
tant planet of All Souls, he investigated 
belief and unbelief in Restoration cul- 
ture under the title Reason, Ridicule and 
Rdigion.’Tbft versatile Denis MacShane 
converted his doctoral thesis into a 
challenging study of International 
Labour and the Origins of the Cold War. 
However, the garland of Best Historian 
MP must fall on the unfairly advantaged 
shoulders of the Best Diarist. Alan 
Clark's four elegant volumes on cam- 
paigns of the First and Second World 
Wins (77ie Donkeys, Barbarossa, Aces 
High and The Fall of Crete) prove that 
his economical way with the actualitc 
does not apply to the past. 


j||fto-Noes: ten tomes that 
authors might 
^prefer to forget: 

Peter, LHJey Do You Sincerely 
£ Want to. Wri? (1972) 

5> Gordon Brown (ed) The Red 
SfcnMt on Scotland (1975) 

'timet HaJn Political Strikes (1986) 
i Austin Mitchell New Zealand 
, -^PoBScs in Action (1962) 

Austin Mitchell Teach Thfesen 
E Tyke (1968) 

^’Patricia Hewitt Your Rights at 
/"Work (1978) * 

[jTbny Benn The Regeneration of 
i BrKam (1964) 

' John Redwood VhJue-fbr-Money 
./Audits (1981) 

■.Brian Sedgemore Prtflass Pursuit 
.•(! 994 ) 

/ .Chris Mullin How to Select or 
Vfieselect your MP (1981) 


• Since JS>79, scribbling Mohave tried 
In large numbers to re-define their 
party’s '“project” as the Tories triumphed 
and Labour re-grouped. On the left, 
Austin Mitchell promptly asked Can 
Labour Win Again? in 1979. Later, 
Giles Radice sought Labour's Path to 
Power - and events have shown that, by 
and large, he found it Peter Hain made 
the revisionist case sound radical inAyes 
to the Left as Tony Wright brought his 
academic background to bear on 
Socialisms, Theories and Practices. Most 
effectively, Peter Mandelson (with 
Roger Uddle) famously wrote his own 
job description in The Blair Revolution, 
to emerge barely a year later as the Min- 
ister without Limits. 

In the blue corner, David “Two- 
Brains’’ Willetts made the case for 
Modem Conservatism while - when all 
already seemed lost - Alan Duncan 
could stiD excoriate the state in a High 
Thatched te vein with Saturn ’s Children . 
The lady's high noon saw John Red- 
wood bang the privatisation drum in 
Popular Capitalism. Given voters’ reac- 
tions to that nostrum as applied to laps, 
trains and tubes, the next edition's title 
should surely be prefixed with an ‘‘Un”. 

Most intriguing among Ihe writing 
members are the handful of parlia- 
mentary novelists. Fiction failed lo save 
Currie and Brandreth, but the electors 
of Shoreditch evidently do not hold 
Brian Scdgemorc’s trio of political 


romps against him (Mr Secretary of 
State , Power Failure, Pitiless Pursuit). 
Sunderland's Chris Mullin imagined A 
Very British Coup at a time when left- 
wingers such as him sincerely believed 
that he secret state would never allow 
such a thing as a 179-seat Labour 
majority to happen again. Yet it stands 
up well as fiction (and looked great on 
TV). However, the Government win not 
be hoping for a swift re-run of Mullin’s 
1983 pamphlet “How to Select or Res- 
elect your MP”. Mullin later used the 
political thriller to explore his Asian 
interests in The Year of the Fire Monkey, $ 1 
and Peter Hain hitched a ride on tins 1 
post-Graham Greene bandwagon with 
The Peking Connection. 

N one of these tales is less than 
competent, although Douglas 
Hurain hispre-FO days wrote 
this brand of thriller rather better. 
They certainly leave Disraeli's mantle 
as statesman-novelist unoccupied. The 
current batch of-MP-novelists can spin 
a diverting yarn around politics at 
home or abroad, but their skill or sym- 
y does, not seem to stretch much 
aer. And that, of course, sums up 
the limits of our system as a whole. Pol- 
itics in Britain can turn out effective his- 
torians, diarists and even theorists by 
the score. But literary talent as such foils 
to thrive in the House. 

That absence marks a more general 
estrangement of Westminster from the 
creative arts. In this climate, a figure of 
world-class distinction such as Glenda 
Jackson has to play down her achieve- 
ments in order to get ahead. Yet the arts 
have contributed almost everything to 
the feel-good factor in British culture 
now. which besuited plodders of all par- £ 
ties are so keen to exploit. ,?T - 

Wili things change? The omens do 
not look that promising. One of 
Labour’s noisiest first Steps has been to 
channel proceeds from the mid-week 
loiteiy away from the arts and into 
keep-fit classes; a “populisT measure 
that shows some contempt for the old 
left-liberal mission to make the best cul- 
ture popular. The House still gives a 
safe, congenial home to analysts and 
reporters of all types - the kind of mind 
that synthesises and interprets, rather 
than creates anew. Bards, visionaries 
and artists had better stay away. A slo- 
gan on Parisian walls in 1968 demanded 
“All power to the imagination’*. Not 
here, not now, and probably not ever. 

The writer is Literary Editor of The 
Independent'. 


Those tricky questions answered at last 


E very newspaper bas to 
have an expert on the 
vagaries of language 
these days, and this column is 
proud to offer the services of 
Professor Wordsmith, who on 
his day - and when sober- is 
equal to the challenge of any 
enquiry about vocabulary or 
grammar. He is back again 
today to field the fiercest 
problem you can throw at 
him. All yours. Professor! 

I have noticed that when 
people start reading a 
magazine these days, they first 
shake it automatically to get 
rid of all the inserts and free 
offers lingering in its pages. 
Has anyone coined a word for 
this activity? 

Professor Wordsmith writes: 
I don’t think so. I may be 
wrong, of course. 

I have noticed a new trend 
which seems so far not to have 
attracted a new name. For 
many years pubs and caffs 
have been in the habit of 
putting a blackboard outside 
with the dishes of the Jay 
chalked on it. or perhaps 
details of a forthcoming pub 
quiz night. The chalk often 
wears off or is removed by 
rain, ana perhaps for this 
reason people have now taken 
to writing or even painting the 


message on the blackboard in 
coloured script which is 
designed to make it look as if 
it is actually chalked on. 
Nobody has ever mentioned 
this trend - a trend which I 
find rather regrettable, as I 
like the old chalked messages 
- presumably because they do 
not know the name for this 
process of painting in the style 
of chalking. Is there in fact 
such a word? 

Professor Wordsmith writes: 
Not so far as I know. 

You would think by now 
that pronunciation of words in 
modem English would be 
standardised, but / still come 
across words which can be 
pronounced in two different 
ways, both of which seem to 
he correct. For instance, you 
hear the word “ macho " 
pronounced “ match-o ", which 
is obviously correct as it is a 
Spanish word and that is the 
Spanish way of saying it, but 
so many people say the 
incorrect “rriakko " that it is 
fast becoming an accepted 
alternative. Again. I have 
noticed that although I 
pronounce “ clematis’ ’ with a 
stress on the first syllable, 
CLEMatis, many of my 
friends prefer to say clemATis. 
which you might write down 



Miles 

Kington 

as “ clem-eigjht-is ", Even well- 
known names seem to vary. I 
have heard Angus Deayton 's 
name pronounced both as 
Deeton and as Dayton, But 
which is correct? 

Professor Wordsmith writes: 
r am sorry. Who is Angus 
Deayton? 

Every time the matter of 
devolution comes up, we hear 
a reference to the West 
Lothian question. But what is 
the West Lothian question? 
Professor Wordsmith writes: 
I have no idea. Unless the 
question is simply, "Where is 
West Lothian?” 


Ah. So where IS Wst 
Lothian? 

Professor Wordsmith writes: 
I am not entirely sure. 

The West Lothian Question 
is always mentioned as if it 
applied to all forms of 
. devolution. But surely there 
must be a specifically Welsh 
version of this. I mean, it must 
be demeaning for the Welsh to 
have io make do with the West 
Lothian Question. Do the 
Welsh not have a Question of 
their own? 

Professor Wordsmith writes: 
1 am sure they do. But what 
it is I have no idea. 

I have recently noticed in 
several railway stations a 
poster urging businesses to 
advertise on station sites, and 
the poster uses this intriguing 
slogan : '“A 7 -minute dwelt time 
at mil stations means more 
effective advertising ..." 

Now. " dwell time” is a 
completely new expression to 
me. / can see roughly what it 
means. But does it mean that 
today "s train passenger is 
known to wait an average of 
seven minutes for his train. 

OR that the average train 
waits for seven minutes when 
it arrives, before departing? 
And what, by the way, is the 
difference between a mihvay 


station and a rail station? 
Professor Wordsmith writes; 
Your guess is as good as mine. 

Mien it comes to naming 
die date before and after 
Christ 's birth, them seems to be 
no consistency at all Went 
Britain say AD (Anno Domini ) 
for after and 8C ( Before 
Christ) for before - in other 
words, we use one Latin and 
cm English expression. The 
Italians stick to Italian and say 
“ ante Christo " and “dopo 
Christo ”, which abbreviates 
sEgfufy unfortunately to 
ACfDC. The French do not 
have an abbreviation at aU. 

H6E they write “ avJ-C"and 
“op J-C ”, but this is only a 
written abbreviation, as when 
they sen it they say “avoid 
Jcsus-Christ " in fidL Only the 
Germans seem to be logical, as 
they stick to Latin for Doth, 
and say Anno Domini " and 
‘Ante Christum * though this 
latter again abbreviates slightly 
clumsily to “A Ch ”, Do you 
think Brussels will manage to 
sort out this minefield before 
the millennium, and that as 
well as a single currency we 
will join a single year-measure? 
Professor Wordsmith. writes: 

Ail things are possible. 


Professor Wordsmith rolling in! 
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There may be 

no profit in 
human rights... 

• -but demands for ethical auditing will 
not go away, says Jack O’Sullivan 

S most eS^M^ n ^ l 5^T^ i ’ s “o fonger enough We want to know 
als. Its PR S*? 1 . aU 9us means in practice. Will 


Talk tough, but 
carry a small stick 


* % 


i 

image-most people have. The public : 

c CU *? r 1171118 10 du ®P : 
y re " S I^ oJ platform in the < 
north Atlantic. And we know the i 
“32* still profits from oil pro- 3 
dutfcon m Nigeria, long after the ese- < 
cntjon of Ken Saro-Wiwa who t 
accused the company of colluding in 

?r £ emoronmental destruction i 
ofou-ncb Ogo mlan d. j 

Ysstenday’s row at Shell’s AGM ' 
just makes matters worse. Shell's top < 
brass fought off demands from a c 
mmoniy of shareholders that its busi- i 
nras practices should be examined t 
from now on by outsiders. Such lack c 
of openness leaves a nasty smell - if t 
this company is so dean, how come 
we can|t look inside Planet Shell? 

But is all this fair criticism? Last 
year the company, 
wounded by criticism, 
called in Integrity 
Works, a business 
ethics consultancy, to 
help clean itself up. 

After a year-long 

- study, invol ving hundreds 
of senior managers and 
enough energy to reverse an 
oD tanker, Shell agreed in a 
new mission statement to 
“respect human rights”. Each i 
Shell company must now sign a I 
letter annually saying how it will 
achieve this goal in the local context, v 

For Shell this is big news, given that ]| 
business normally leaves morality to 
the clergy. John Drummond of 1 
Integrity Works recalls one man- n 
ager’s shock at his new role. “He said y 
that he sometimes feels like he's in a fi 
Western movie. He’s just walke d in to b 
town and someone has given him the u 
sheriff’s badge, telling him to round e: 
"up a - posse to catch the bad guys, ei 
Then, immediately after the gun w 
fight, they want the star back because ic 
' they don’t trust him with it. In other 

- words, he is getting all sorts of con- w 
tradictory signals from the public.” d< 

Shell : seems genuinely serious b] 
about morality - just as Labour cl 
_ sounds serious about putting “good" gi 
back into Britain’s foreign polity. Fol~ pi 
lowing Robin Cookes commitment pJ 
this week to setting a high moral tone p 
for relations with other countries, the a 
worlds of Mammon and Machiavclli tl 
are moving in the same direction. But u 
like Mr Cook, the company can’t b 
quite understand why we’re unim- ai 
pressed; why, at yesterday's AGM, tl 
loud voices called for more. S 

Business people and politicians still ai 
do not see that people have grown so u 
cynical that high-minded principles are 



no longer enough. We want to knew 
^bat all this means in practice. Will 
Kobm Cook lei his scruples mean the 
loss of jobs in the arms industry* 
Answer unclear. Will he take sanctions 
against companies that use child slave 

labour? Answer equivocal WHl SheD 
let outsiders check out whether the 

company has really been keeping its 
promises to honour human right ed No. 

There’s the crux of the problem. If you 
can't prove what you say. people won’t 
trust you. 

It is easy to understand why Shell 
prefers to operate in private. The alter- 
native invites catastrophe. Who could 
Shell trust to sit in judgement on its 
operations? Greenpeace, which got its 
data so wrong over the Brent Spar that 
it cost Shell millions in lost sales at the 
petrol pumps? And who is entitled to 
define human rights, a fluid notion 
that seems to change according to the 
culture and country you 
are in? No company 
£ boss wants to find his 
organisation rated in 
an ethical league table. 

The discerning 
chief executive need 
look no farther than 
the experience of the : 
Body Shop to get the 
jitters. Anita Roddick’s 
company, so careful in 
its ethical practices, has 
nonetheless been subject 
to minute and damaging i 
scrutiny in the media. After 
that, which company direc- 
tor, aware of his own venality, 
would let a bunch of do-gooders 
loose on the company records? 

Shell executives know all of this. 
They take comfort in their oft- 
repeated mantra that it has taken 500 
years to agree the accountancy rules 
for external financial auditing. It is 
bound to take a long time to agree 
upon the ground rules for such mod- 
em concepts as * environmental and 
ethical auditing”. Better, then, to 
wait a while - certainly until those 
individuals are well into retirement 
But they are mistaken. The world 
will not wait until ethical auditing has 
developed into the fine art practised 
by financial auditors. Next year; the 
clamour for outside inspection will 
grow a little louder and unless solid 
proof is forthcoming, human rights 
pledges will ring more hollow. Com- 
panies such as Shell will have to agree 
criteria quickly about who wiD judge 
them on what Consumers may be 


W hen the Home Sec- 
retary speaks, his 
word is law. The 
judges hearken to 
his tone and 
amend their sentencing policy with 
alacrity. Others too hang upon his 
every phrase for guidance. In this, 
. Jack Straw’s first ministerial news- 
paper interview, the awesomeness 
of his office seemed suddenly to 
weigh heavily upon his sboulaers. 
In his vast office (was it exorcised 
of its previous dark tenant by some 
prison chaplain?), there we sat 
with his two chaperones, my tape 
recorder bcad-to-head with theirs, 
so unlike relaxed interviews in his 
old cramped office. Picking his 
way with furrowed brow, he chose 
his words, at times, with painful 
deliberation. 

For symbolism is the name of the 
game and in his first 10 days great 
symbols have indeed rung out from 
ms office. Hist, he declared the 
most radical constitutional reform 
of our era - the incorporation of 
the European Convention on 
Human Rights into British law: cit- 
izens will now have a fundamental 
check on parliamentary autocracy. 
Then he announced he would take 
full responsibility for the prisons - 
no more Howard-like ducking and 
weaving about what is policy and 
' what is operational. He announced 
a new specific crime of racial 
harassment. He froze all the asy- 
lum deportations that were being 
rushed through and, a good small 
symbol this, he let the Nepalese 
adopted son of a millionaire stay. 

Not bad. But it will not be 
enough to satisfy the most idealis- 
tic of the many reform lobbies. 
“Please,” said one to me before this 
interview, “tell him to be nice. The 
war with Howard is over and he has 
won it, devastatingly. He doesn't 
need to speak about p unishm ent all 
the time. It’s time to move on.” I 
convey the message, and Straw 
grins: “We’D see.” And they should 
wait and see before they rush to 
judgement For he will still talk the 
tough language of punishment, 
because he means it But his plans 
for the c riminal justice system, 
already worked out in the fine 
detafl, are equally about prevention 
and cure. : 

We begjn with crisis in the pris- 
ons. A week before the election, 
prison numbers topped 60.000, the 
highest even overcrowding has 
demolished every good initiative to 
treat, train or rehabilitate. Will be 
do what Douglas Hurd did in the 
late Eighties, releasing 2,000 petty 
offenders at the taQ end of short 
sentences? On those criteria, 6,000 
could now be released, saving some 
£15 0m. 

Straw says his first nasty shock 
was to find that prison numbers 
were rising far faster than the pro- 
jections Howard had announced. 


after yesterday, the danger remains 
that when the next scandal breaks. 
Shell's reputation will still be prey to 
any organisation - tinpot or rep- 
utable - that can steal the headlines. 


by Polly Toynbee 





Home Secretary Jack Straw gives his first newspaper interview 


So he picks his words with extreme 
care: “I don't think getting the 
prison population down in the 
short term is even remotely possi- 
ble. It's about containing the rise 
while maintaining public safety.” 
How will he do that? First he will 
reduce the 20 per cent of prison- 
ers who are on remand, by cutting 
court delays with mandatory time- 
limits, as in Scotland. Then he will 
get the Court of Appeal to set sen- 
tencing guidelines: “Crown Court 
judges are using far more custodial 
sentences than they did, and they 
lack any coDective memory of the 
crucial decisions they make. Pub- 
lished sentencing guidelines will 
allow public discussion and under- 
standing of the system.” Next, with 
extra deliberation, these words: 
“For many non-violent offenders, 
it would be more sensible to pun- 
ish them in the community.” That 
is what the judges and magistrates 
need to hear. When Howard bel- 
lowed “Prison works!” they jumped 
to it— so now hear this: community 
sentences work! 

But what about Hurd’s executive 
releases? Will there be a Straw 
amnesty? No. “Hurd didn’t take 
public opinion with him. He did it 
at a time of rapidly rising crime and 
the public thought be had no seri- 
ous crime-prevention policy.” The 
pressure on judges to give longer 
sentences sprang, he concedes, 
“from the political climate created 
by both sides of the House.” But 


now he wants to build public con- 
fidence in community sentences. 
“The language we use to describe 
it matters. We must use the lan- 
guage of p unishm ent. If we only 
talk of diversion from prison and 
excuses for cr iminals, then public 
demand for prison will continue.” 

He points to the disastrous sta- 
tistics of the last few years -crime 
up by 50 per cent, convictions 
down by 50 per cent, yet prisons are 
50 per cent fuller. Catching people 
and sentencing them to punish- 
ment is what matters most, he 
says. “Sanctions do work, but you 
have to build public confidence 
that punishment also happens in 
the community.” 


A mongst cartoonists. Straw is 
already the children’s 
bogeyman— putting them in 
chain gangs, sending them to bed 
early, the beak with the cane 
straight out of Beano. Nipping 
young criminals in the bud is his big 
idea, the thing he cares about most 


mg every aspect of a child s life. 

How wiD it work? There win be 
beefed-up Young Offender Teams 
in every area. On first offence, a 
child will get a final stern warning, 
administered by the police. They 
will be made to write a letter of 
apology to the victim or to apolo- 
gise to the victim in person: “The 
youth justice system is stuck in a 


time warp. Youngsters inhabit a 
culture of excuse and they don’t 
think anyone is a victim but them- 
selves.” On a second offence, the 
new fast track means strict legal 
time limits on handling cases: “No 
more delays waiting for case con- 
ferences, stuck in treacle, kids’ 
futures left in pending trays in 
social services departments.” He 
says £lbn a year is spent on a use- 
less legal processing of young crim- 
inals, with an average of three 
adjournments per case, and then 
nothing happens. There wiD be no 
more conditional discharges, but 
fines and reparation orders, mak- 
ing them pay for their crimes. 

That is the punishment bit, the 
easy part. But then crane the magic 
and expensive words “intensive 
supervision”. u We will ask what the 
Jdd does all day, if they’re out late 
at night, or not at school,” and they 
will be served Action Plan Orders. 
Can Straw make an Order easily 
written on paper into a reality in a 
child’s life, with effective and con- 
structive supervision? 

Few doubt that someone 
urgently needs to get a grip on out- 
of-control wild children, often from 
catastrophic families, beyond reach 
of school or courts. But it will be 
hard to deliver, for it crosses lines 
from probation to soda! services, 
schools and police. It crosses bud- 
gets too. Can he be sure savings on 
the Lord Chancellor’s costs will 
flow back into the project? Straw 


rightly identifies vast sums awash 
and wasted in the system, from 
courtroom to prison, but it wfll 
not be easy to get his hands on it. 
And forcing departments to work 
together on the ground will be the 
ultimate test of Cardinal Riche- 
lieu Mandelson’s brief to make 
such inter-departmental schemes 
happen. 

What kind of Home Secretary 
wfll Jack Straw be? Pragmatic, cer- 
tainly, but no cynical crowd- 
pleaser. His pragmatism ensures a 
cool assessment of what really 
works, based on hand evidence, the 
programmes that genuinely reduce 
re-offending both in and out of 
prison. Some liberal nerve-endings 
wfll twitch, because he does believe 
in punishment But he has lived 
with the loathing of liberals for a 
while now. Taking public opinion 
along with him matters rather 
more, as he knows he can do little 
without it 

This job tests character, some- 
times to destruction, with its mul- 
titude of explosive liabilities - 
police, immigration, terrorism, 
prisons and much more. That 
means a Home Secretary’s gut 
instinct is often as important as his 
well-laid plans. Which way will he 
jump in a crisis? 

Judging by his first symbolic 
acts, inspecting what be really 
wants to achieve, ] suspect his 
instincts are largely all in the 
right place. 






Boy Utonder Hague: when he had hair on top 


. ■ m a magazine, i nuu«su ~ —■ 

f writing from October 19S1. It's the “las Idol 

. column, a slot that was once reserved for the 
" chic, the witty, the bol^the talented or the 
glamorously doomed. Once, peoptelilK 
Kenneth Tynan were Isis Idols. La October 
1981, it was the turn of Wilham Hague. 

The orecocious-but-wizened Hague, 

cu^^ fevourite to lead 
' P sford ’ ! Tnfvrartv conference when 
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;;; ;pit5^£S£^ 

+ '-: : 


Ifyou bug someone’s 
amversations it seems 
rather pointless to tell 
them about it later 

john 
walsh 


Association whom -he suspected of 
disloyalty. But even this 
Nixonesque manoeuvre seems to 
have shown the Boy Wonder in a 
good light. “If you are going to bug 
someone's conversations,’' says Thyior 
acidly, “ it seems rather pointless to 
teD them about it afterwards.” 

S trolling last weekend through 

Menton, the Eastbourne of the C6te 
cf Azure, I was pulled up short byan 
advertisement in the window of a chemist's 
shop. Above a picture of a shagged-out- 
looking gid student in Brainy Specs, resting 
her head in her hands and surrounded try 

tottering piles of revision books, a headline 
reads “Cogitum - m mMcamerit emtre la 
the French would 
have the execrable taste to borfdw Descartes’s 
most famous dictum from Le Discomdela 
M&hode - “ Cogfto , ergo sum” -and truncate 
the words into a name that sounds like a 
cuns for diarrhoea (Xogitmn -for your 
dodgy mm"). But then only The wench 
would alhide so airily - 

if it were a condition Eke ajmffiOfflBtima 
One tries to imagine Jean B ffli gft fl a rd, after 
another grueMing aftemdog^jat hying to 
synthesise bollards, AfarteJ da&jjand The Rile 
a single braid, ;■ 

ringing up Bernard-Hertn Le^yOTMarauerite 
Dums and saying, IaminteEectualf 

knackered. ’Aveyou a blister pac* of Cogjtnm 
I can barrow ... ?”•• * 

A closer took at thc'giri st racBt m the 
advertisement reveals an The 

books that are piled np Off era©* ade of her 
aching bead area nab rtfifioftSh indeed. 
You’d almost imagine they||bee£i hoicked ofi 
a shelf in someone’s fivmgg^ rather than 
found in a college library. There’s a grim- 


atmtbe 
feaThe 
f fide of her 

I indeed. 

hoicked off 
rather titan 


looking business tome called 
Commercial Correspondence , a vast 
medical textbook, a coffee-table 
volume of photographs called 
Famille 2000. an Histoire 
d'ABemagne, a Penguin novel and 
another picture book called 
Making Miniature 
Lampshades ... Frankly, if 
they are expected to 
revise for exams in 
literature, biology, 
sociology, business 
management and 
domestic handicraft, 
simultaneously and in 
two languages, it’s no 
wonder French 
students turn out so 
odd. 


P resident Clinton 
is a sufficiently 
shrewd man to 
know how to avoid 
political banana skins. 
So it seems a little foolish 
of him to have run splat into 
the biggest banana-shaped 
controversy of the modern 
world. This is not, you’ll be 
amazed to hear, the 

ndmg dispute between 
Brussels ana the British 
tabloid press about how only 
nine-inch bananas with 
freckles and zips on them 
triD, henceforth, be deemed 
saleable in the European 
Union. This is the other 
banana dispute, out in the 
Caribbean. For many of the 
island countries, the squishy 
yellow phallus is as crucial 
to their economies as the 
humble potato once was to 
Irish subsistence fanners. 
And now Mr Clinton is trying; through the 
World Trade Organisation, to block an 
agreement that guarantees Caribbean fanners 
a share of the EU ihaiiet, “For many of our 
countries, bananas are to us what cars are to 
Detroit,” said the Jamaican PM. And in the 
future, they suspect, Clinton is hoping that 
Europe will get more of its bananas from 
South America. 

I mention tins riveting piece of geopolitical 
finagling because the hapless, banano-centric 
Caribbean* have found a fan and a 
spokeswoman from ah unusual source. Step 
forward, Gfenys Kinnock, MEP for Sooth 
Wales East and scourge of quota-busters 


everywhere. In an as-yet-unpublished article, 
the wife of the former Labour leader hints 
darkly that President OintoD is in deep 
cahoots with the South American banana- 
trading Chiquita organisation; that in return 
for Clinton’s recommending them to the 
World Trade Organisation, the Chiquita boss, 
Carl Linden, shovelled half a million dollars 
into Democrat campaign funds. In return for 
which, Mrs Kinnock suspiciously notes. 
“Linden subsequently had coffee with 
President Clinton and slept over in Lincoln's 
bedroom.” I think that clinches iL She herself 
has recently been to the Windward Islands, 
she reveals, for a close, fact-finding look at the 
locals’ plight She even refers to the whole 
bendy-fruit imbroglio as “Bananagate”. 

Blimey. Should Glenys ever tire of the 
European Parliament she has a fine future as 
an investigative journalist In the meantime, I 
hope the citizens of South Whies East not 
itself a conspicuously large banana-growing 
region, feel they are being appropriately 
represented by their glamorous MEP. 

I t’s one of those tricky social minefields 
that no amount of etiquette books wfll 
help you out of. You are on the phone to 
someone and suddenly decide you want to go 
and do something else. But how to get them 
off the phone without seeming rude? Only an 
inspired excuse wfll do. So I must take my bat 
off t a Harold Evans, former editor of 77ie 
Times and The Sunday Tones, now running 
Random House US and clearly a man of 
phenomenal social skills. A colleague of mine 
was on the phone to Evans earlier this week. 
Their conversation was terminated thus: 
“Sony, Fve got to ring off now. I’ve got Chris 
Reeve on the other line and he's, you know, 
on a life support machine ...” 
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Unemployment 
falls to lowest 


Rebel shareholders claim partial success in securing environmental accountability ^ 
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Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


The number of people cl aimin g 
unemployment benefit fell 

sharply in April to the lowest for 


seven years. The drop of 59.400 
took the total to 1.65 million, or 
5.9 percent of the labour force. 

But the Government, which in 
opposition criticised the jobless 
figures as “fiddled", welcomed 
an announcement by the Office 
for National Statistics yesterday 
that it would review them. The 


Other figures yesterday 
suggested wage pressures were 
not quite as severe as many 
economists feared. The rate of 
underlying average earnings 
growth was 4.5 per cent in 
March, the same as February's 
rate which was revised down by 
half a percentage point. 

The Bank of England 
indicated, on the publication of 
its Inflation Report earlier this 
week, that 4.5 per cent pay 
growth was barely compatible 


recent sharp falls in the headline 
total have been exaggerated by 
the introduction of Lhe Job 
Seekers' Allowance last October. 


with hitting the inflation target 
in the longer term. 

Economists agreed chat yes- 
terday’s figures indicated the 
labour market was getting 


Safeway to hire 
8,000 more staff 


tighter, but differed in their aa-i 
sessment of the inflationary 
dangers. 

James Baity, of Deutsche ' 
Morgan Grenfell, said; “\#ith 
unemployment continuing its 
rapid decline and the surveys' 
beginning to show labour short- 
ages, there is good reason to be 
concerned about the outlook for 

earnings." But John O’Sullivan 
atNafWest Markets said pay in- 
flation^ was unlikely to rise above 
the 4.5 per cent threshold. 

Earnings, like other eco- 
nomic statistics, reflect the 
diverging fortunes of man- 
ufacturing and services. The 
underlying growth ram in man- 
ufacturing has edged up from 
45 per cent in March 1996 to 
4.75 per cent, but the figure in 
services has climbed from 35 
per cent to 4.75 per tv. nt_ 

Boauses in sectors such as fi- 
nancial services have been 30 per 
cent higher this year than last 




Magnus Ghimohd 


Safeway, Britain’s fourtb-largest 
supermarket group! Is to create 
8,000 jobs over the next two 
years as it opens stores and ex- 
tends customer service pro- 
grammes. Most of the jobs will 
be in new stores, with Safeway 
planning to open 17 supermar- 
kets this yean writes Nigel Cope. 

The total also includes 1,600 
jobs in existing stores as the 
company expands its Queue- 
busters campaign and the Shop 
m' Go self-scanning scheme 
which is being extended from 117 
to 165 stores this yean The an- 
nouncement comes two years af- 
ter Safeway cut 4,000 jobs as 
part of its Safeway 2000 pro- 
gramme to improve efficiency. 

Cotin Smith, Safeway's chief 
executive, said tbe introduction 
of a minimum wage would only 
affect tbe company if it was fixed 
at more than £3.80 an hour, 
which is Safeway’s lowest rate. 
A minimum of £4 an hour 
would cost the company £4m a 
year, he said. 


The comments came as Safe- 
way reported ftifl-year profits of 
£42 Om compared with £429m 
the previous year. Encouraging 
news on like-for-Iike sales, 
which were op 3.7 per cent in 
current trading, boosted the 
shares 23-5p to 354p. 

Tbe City had been braced for 
bad news after Safeway’s prof- 
its warning in l^bruary and the 
recent announcement of market 
share gains by Ihsco and Sains- 
huiy's. Safeway said its market 
share rose from 75 per cent to 
75 per cent in the yean 

Analysts said the addition of 
1,600 customer service jobs 
was due to a loss of competi- 
tiveness in the fourth quarter 
of last yeac. City analysts were 
generally positive on Safeway’s 
announcement. However; Rank 
Davidson of HSBC' James 
Capel pointed to a weaker store 
portfolio and the perception of 
higher prices as issues that 
could hinder progress. 

Investment column, page 24 


Claimant unemployment fell 
r both sexes, all ages, all re- 



fer both sexes, au ages, all re- 
gions and at all durations last 
month. The number of the un- 
employed aged under 25 fell to 
421,700, their lowest proportion 
of the total on record. 

Just over one-third of the to- 
tal, 616500. have been unem- 
ployed for more than a year. 

The Employment Minister 
Andrew Smith said: “Unem- 
ployment is falling, but there are 
still far too many people with- 
out jobs and s kills . We cannot 
accept unemployment at these 

The Office for National Sta- 
tistics said it was reviewing the 
unemployment statistics in the 
light of increasing interest in al- 
ternative measures. Last year 
ministers decided against in- 
troducing a monthly survey of 
unemployment because of the 
JESm-HOm cost. 

The ONS will consult wide- 
ly over ‘whether it should in fact' 
be introduced, or whether to opt 
for a monthly figure derived 
from the existing quarterly sur- 
vey, at a cost of about £250.000. 
Many experts would prefer the 
dearer alternative. 

Ruth Lea of the Institute of 
Directors said; “How important 
are the unemployment figures 
as a measure of the economy? 



Pressure groups battling Shell 
over its human^r^its and' en- 
vironmental record yesterday; 
claimed partialvifctory despite 
being massively defeated m an 
attempt to' open up the multi-: 
national group's -.pj&cticesr to 
outside review. 

A shareholders’ resolution 
backed by Pirc, the corporate 
veroance consultancy, and 
fends of the Earth to force 
Shell to establish an. indepen- 
dent audit of its ensrfo l imental 
and human righfe J pO&a«js:wa$ . 
defeated by a margin 6f around 
eight to one following the an- 
nual meeting in Loudon. 

Bnt the protesters, who Haim 
Shell is implicated in the deaths 
of 2,000 people ih the Ograire- 
gion of Nigeria and widespread i 
poDution, hailed a concession by 
tbe group's outgoing chairman, 
John Jennings, that he accepted 
the prfnciple^of. independent 
^verification. r ... 

Calling. holders'' 

trust, Mr Jennings said Shell had 
for 20 years- operated under a 
set of “dear, , open and pub- 
lished principles'' and proce- 
dures in these matters" drawn 
up by Sir Geoffrey Chandler, a 
former Shell executive now 
supporting the protest move- 
ment; .Mr Jennings, due to re- 
tire next . month, said the 
directors shared the concerns of 


He'- was ( speaking after a. 

. ho tty-cxra tested,- but geatic- 
. madly .debate, initiated by 
Canon GMistOpher Hall of the 
* Oxford Eonnenical Cri until for • 
^ Corporate Responsibility. In a 
/ passionate plea ^ shareholders 
who packed die Queen Eliza- 
beth 2 conference centre a. 
stone’s throw from where Par- 
liament was reassembling in •. 
Westminster yesterday, Canon 
; Hall said they were not attack- 
ing the company but supporting 
the rights of human beings the 
world over. 

It was a demand which he 
said was supported from his 
prison cell by Ken Saro-Wiwa, 
the activist who was executed- 




there was “great value" in hav- 


ing its practices externally ver- 
ified. There was a problem in 


Devil's advocate: Pressure groups at yesterday’s agm forced Shell shareholders to run 
the gauntlet outside the QEII Centre In Westminster Photograph; Ben Schott 


auditing policies as opposed to 
actions, he said. ‘‘We are search- 
ing for that process. Some 
[group] companies are more ad- 
vanced than others, theprocess 
is in its infancy.” 

Shell UK is today due to pub- 
lish its first health, safety and en- 
vironment report following on 
the heels of a recent group-wide 
HSEfeport Over tins next brio • 
years every group company 
would Implement 'internation- 
ally recognised standards in 
these areas, Mr Jennings said. 


Nigeria where Shell is alleged! 
to be abetting ih’e Nigerian' 
military government: . *'• 

Later, Canon Hall said the. 
company had .moved its.posi- 
tion, but they had not received 
a full answer yesterday. “A 
sledgehammer has been used to •' 
crack a very small nut in the 
shape of this resolution. Bui this 
acorn has taken root andihe" 
landscape will be transformed” 
he added. . ' 

Anne Siinpson of Pirc, who 1 
seconded the motion, was more ' - 
positive. Shell had accepted 1-1 
three of the five points in their;. 1 
resolution and it had moved its ' 
ground on outside verification. V > 
“They have accepted its desir- ' " 
ability; it’s j.ust a question of 
when and how." n 

Earlier, she said the annual"' 
meeting was the first where ' 
issues .such as these had been '; 
addressed. Environmental 1 
issues were at the heart of J 
Shell’s business. She called for ’ 
international benchmarking of"; 
environmental standards and : 
for them to be independently 
audited, highlighting Ernst &. 
Young’s audit at BP. “We are j 
moving from 'a : trost me to i : 
show me world” she said. 

The wide-ranging debate also ' 


took in the 


Western Is! 


price of petrol in the- 


‘Superwoman’ makes City comeback 


If they are important, there is 
a good case for putting more 
money into them." 

Separate figures in yester- 
day's batch showed that em- 
ployment in manufacturing 
dipped by 3,000 in March. The 
level has been broadly flat for 
about 15 months. 

• The number of vacancies at 
JobCentresincreased slightly to 
a new record of 275,600. The 
ratio of vacancies to unem- 
ployment, a favoured measure 
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Financial Editor . 
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of tightness in tbe jobs market, 
is well above its 1989 peak. 
Economics cohww, page 26 


Superwoman is back. Nicola 
Horlick, the £lm-a-year moth- 
er-of-five fund manager who 
flounced out of Morgan Gren- 
fell Asset Management in Jan- 
uary, is almost certain to join a 
new London investment man- 
agement house being set up by 
French giant Sodefo Generate. 

She will work with John 
Richards, tbe 36-year-oJd bead 
of UK institutional investment 
at Mercury Asset Management 


whose appointment was an- 
nounced y^terday. 

The appointment of Ms Hor- 
lick so soon after her high-pro- 
file departure from MGAM 
raised eyebrows in tbe City 
yesterday. The public spat be- 
tween Ms Horlick and her pre- 
vious employer was seen as 
extremely damaging to the rep- 
utation of the City and the 
bank, but especially to her. 

Although the terms of her 
contract are still being dis- 
cussed, Patrick Pagni, chief ex- 
ecutive of SocGen’s embryonic 


London operation, said yester- 
day: “Prospects are reasonably 
favourable she will join." 

He said he had not been put 
off by the style of her departure 
from MGAM: “We are confi- 
dent she will not put off po- 
tential fund managers or 
potential clients. She is a high- 
ly respectable womans 

Mr Pagni said Mr Richards, 
one of tbe roost senior managers 
at MAM, had been given a brief 
to buQd up a meaningful pres- 
ence in London for SocGen, 
where it has no fund manage- 


ment operation- In France, So 
cfefe Generate is the leading as- 
set management business with 
about 10 per cent of the main- 
ly bond-driven institutional in- 
vestment market. 

Philippe Collas, chairman 
and chief executive of SGAM. 
said: “Hie asset management 
market has seen unprecedent- 
ed growth in the 1990s. We look 
forward to building a team with 
the skills and experience to de- 
velop a major asset manage- 
ment presence for SocGen in 
the UK market." 


Spokesmen for MAM and ’’ 
Morgan Grenfell played down 
fears that SocGen was poised to ' 
poach its best fund managers. 

The appointment of Mr ■ 
Richards and Ms Horlick re- 
unites the two 14 years after ' 
they siarted their City careers 
at IMAM as graduate trainees. 1 
Equally successful, they have-, 
very different profiles after Ms 5 
Horlick was suspended then re- * 
signed from MGAM, accused of ; 
attempting to poach a team to 1 ' 
defect to rival ABN Amro 
Hoare Govert. 


Liddell reads riot act to insurance chiefs 



Nic Cicutfi 

Personal Finance Editor 


Helen Liddell the new Treasury 
Minister, read lhe riot act to 
leaders of the UK’s top insur- 
ance companies yesterday, 
threatening to “name and 
shame" any that failed to offer 
swift compensation to victims of 
the pension transfer scandal. 

The Minister told executives 
of the 28 worst offending com- 
panies that continuing delays in 
offering redress to those who 
were mis -so Id personal pen- 
sions were “completely unac- 
ceptable". 

During a terse 20-minute 
meeting. Mrs Liddell added 
that continuing lack of com- 


mitment on the part of insur- 
ance companies would result in 
far tougher regulations being in- 
troduced as part of the Gov- 
crnmenfs planned reforms of 
the financial services industry. 

Mrs Liddell who was flanked 
during the meeting by Colette 
Bowe, chief executive of the 
Personal Investment Authority, 
the frontline financial regulator 
said she fully backed the PIAs 
latest deadline announced on 


Tuesday for compensating vie 
tuns of the scandal. 


But Mrs UddeU added that 
she expected most firms to set- 
tle their cases well before the 
new target for all urgern cases 
to be resolved by the end of De- 
cember 1998. 



The Minister said: “Invest- 
ment firms have seriously un- 
derestimated tbe depth of 
public anger about this. It is the 
ordinary man or woman in the 
street who is being hurt by 
their foot-dragging. 

“The Government is clear 
that this dilatory behaviour is 
unacceptable. It will not be tol- 
erated. Let there be no misun- 
derstanding. Failure to deliver 
them will have serious conse- 
quences for the industry." 

Mis Liddell’s unprecedented 
summoning of insurance in- 
dustry leaders follows growing 
anger among consumer organ- 
isations and trade unions at de- 
lays in dealing with the problem. 

The review follows a report 


in November 1994 from the Se- 
curities and Investments Board, 
the City’s leading regulator, 
which said up to 15 million peo- 
ple may have been mis-sold a 
personal pension. 

Of these, the SJB said, some 
500,000 were urgent cases 
because those affected were 
already retired, close to it or 
were among categories most 
likely to have suffered heavy 
financial losses. 

The Personal Investment Au- 
thority originally set a target of 
December 1995 for the most ur- 
gent cases to be dealt with. But 
its regular pronouncements on 
pension compensation have 
been ignored by most compa- 
nies involved. 


Figures released on Tuesday 
by the P1A showed that barely 
10 per cent of urgent cases bad 
been dealt with and compen- 
sation offered to just 20,000 
people. Some of the UK’s best- 
known insurers, which include 
Britannic and Royal Insurance, 
are among the slowest in of- 
fering redress to clients. 

Mis Liddell's intervention 
was yesterday being seen by se-. 
nior regulatory sources as a sign 
that ministers had finally lost pa- 
tience with insurance companies 
and with the PIA. An industry 
source said the “name arid- 
shame" policy was considered 
by Ms Bowe at the PIA last year 
- and then rejected, supposedly 
on legal grounds. 



Sugen takes 
second shot at 
UK flotation 


Sameena Ahmad 


Name and shame: Helen 
Liddell is losing patience 
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Sugen, the biotechnology com- 
pany 20 per cent owned by 
Zeneca, plans lo float on the 
stock market this summer val- 
ued at around $150m (£92m). 
This is the group’s second shot 
at a UK listing. 

The California-based Sug- 
en, which already has a quote 
on the US’s Nasdaq exchange, 
deferred plans to float last year 

following a slump in UK 
biotechnology prices. However, 
recently revived confidence in' 
the sector could herald a stream 
of biotech flotations over the 
next two years. 

One flotation in the pipeline 
is Biovector Therapeutics, the 
French drug delivery company. 
U said yesterday it hoped to 
raise around £50m in a flotation 
in the UK or on Europe's 
Easdaq market earty next year, 
a move that would value the 
group at around Sl50m. Biovee- 
tor, which this mouth an- 
nounced a tie-up with US group 
Biochem Pharma Lo develop an 
influenza vaccine, has appoint- 
ed Dresdner Kteinwort Benson 
as advisers. 

Sugen, which specialises in 
developing cancer drugs, does 
not plan to raise new money 
when it launches in the UK. 
Speaking al a biotechnology 


conference hosted by Roths-’; 
child in London .yesterday, 
Stephen Evans-Freke. Sugen 's 
founder and chief executive, - * 
said: “Our share price in the US 
does not make fund-raising 1 
sensible at this point. 

“\ftte waqt to reach a broad- " 
er audience of European in - 
vestors. We knowmany who are 1 
keen totake a position, but they - 
are restricted at the moment.- 

Mr Evans-Freke said Sugen 1 
now hada lower risk profile af- • 
ter successful!)' taking its most ! 
advanced drug for brain cancer 
into iate-siage clinical trials. - 
“The time is right for us in the 
UK,” he said. 

British-born Mr Evans- 
Freke, .who owns 5 per cent of J 
the company, moved to the US 7 
where he sold his first biotech- __ 
notegystarr-cm, Selectide, to the j 
ManOn Mertfll Dow drug riant, ‘ 
now part of 'Hoedist, for S58m . 
in l994. He founded Sugen in 
-2990. floating it on Nasdaq 
four years later. 

After Zeneca, which invest- 
ed $33m for its 20 per cent 
share. Sugen's second-largest 
. shareholder is Rothschild's ven- 
ture capita! arm, Biotechnolo- 
gy Investments, which owns 6 
per cent. Jeremy Cumock 
Cook; a director of Biotech- 
nology Investments, took a seat 
on Sugen’s board in January. ' 
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Politicians should not get more power to meddle 


enita 


HM| in 

‘Lord Borrie Is 
dewing competition 
policy and may 
recommend that the 
public interest test 
needs modification. 

By all means widen it 
to include other 
issues but do not 
reverse it That would- 
he a disaster* 


\X7hiJe ii was in opposition. Labour was 
▼ t on the whole agama the free-wheeling, 
aeal-hungjy ways of the Chy. Merger mania,- 
it believed, was damaging employment and 
investment in the Brrasbeconomy. Itthere- 
fpre devised a plan to bJoek hostile takeovers 
rc vera * n U the burden of proof so that 
Didders would have to demonstrate that a 
kdteover was in the public interest. 

But that was Old Labour and this, is New, 
Now that it has the burden of office to cany 
on ns shoulders. Labour looks to be less 
keen on the idea. There was no mention 
yesterday of such a measure being In the 
Competition Bill when it is published this 
autumn. If it is slipped in between now and 

then, the Queen might have a case to 
answer under the Trade Descriptions Act. 

Nevertheless, the concept is clearly still 


o DU1U6 MILT 

port - not least from the President of the 
Board of Trade, Margaret Beckett, who first 
proposed iL Just in case she should be 
tempted to dust it down at a later stage, here 
are a few reasons why it would be an 
extremely dangerous measure. 

First, and most objectionably, it would 
remove the abDity of shareholders to deride 
whether their company was performing 
satisfactorily and conversely give far too 
much power and discretion to politicians and 
regulators. Freeing managers from the 
threat of unwanted takeover also frees 
them from the incentive to maximise 
shareholder return. 


it is against the public interest - the present 
test- is not perfect but at least it is objectively 
based and, rightly, designed to catch those 
mergers which reduce competition. 

Allowing a Secretary of State to decide the 
point at which a takeover actively promotes 
the public interest would give politicians 
cane blanche to meddle in the markets. 
Already they have too much discretion in 
determing competition policy. Few would 
want them to get more. 

Second, the implication that only hostile 
mergers operate against the public interest 
is a fallacy. A merger is just as likely to be 
motivated by the self-interest of the two par- 
ties if it is agreed. Indeed, if anything, it is 
more likely to be a conspiracy against the 
public in these circumstances. If the burden 
of proof were reversed only for hostiles it 
would not in itself stop the agreed merger 
between Guinness and GrandMet. Just 
because Tbny Greener and George Bull 
thinkit a good idea to get together does not 
automatically mean GMG Brands is in the 
public interest 

Third, such a measure would in any case 
miss the largest and most contentious 
mergers where there is greatest scope for 
abuse of the public interest, since these 
would still pass automatically to Brussels for 
examination. 

Lord Borrie is reviewing competition 
policy for Mrs Beckett at the moment and 
may recommend that the public interest test 


needs modification. By all means widen it 
to include issues other than pure com- 
petition concerns. But do not reverse It. 
That would be a disaster for Britain’s 
competitiveness. 

Pressure groups 
have their uses 

'perhaps predictably, the much-hyped 
JL Shell annual general meeting turned out 
to be a bit of a damp squib, a rather tedious 
and long drawn out affair at which the var- 
ious resolutions on the environment and 
human rights were overwhelmingly defeat- 
ed by proxy. The pressure groups did not 
come away empty-handed, however, and they 
can genuinely claim after yesterday’s events 
that tactics of this sort work. Even Pirc con- 
cedes that three out of five of its demands 
have already been answered while the com- 
pany is well on the way to addressing a fourth. 
Notwithstanding what Shell director say, it 
seems unlikely this would have happened in 
the absence of campaigning shareholders. 

The affair has raised a number of broader 
corporate governance issues. In the Gty, and 
to some extent at Shell, it became seen as 
an issue of principle about the board's right 
to manage. It is not the place of share- 
holders, the argument goes, to dictate to the 
board its policy on human rights and the 
environment, just as it is not the place of 
shareholders to dictate to the board on 


employment polity or the finer details of 
investment strategy. These are matters for 
management. In the event of poor or 
cavalier management, markets can properly 
exercise control either by cle aring tnem out, 
or by depriving them of capital. 

In the real world, however, nobody, even 
in the City, really believes in applying this 
rigid separation of ownership and manage- 
ment rights. Big institutional shareholders 
often become actively involved in manage- 
ment issues, if only by encouraging execu- 
tives, sometimes through non-executives, to 
do certain thing s ana discouraging them 
from others. The argument toed by cam- 
paigners in this instance that there is a very ' 
good business case for applying the highest i 
environmental and human rights standards 
is only a more broad-brush version of the 
same thing. 

In truth, it is actually a thoroughly good 
thing for management s to be held to account 
for their actions aver a wide range of differ- 
ent issues and practices. The chief executive 
of a large multinational possesses a form of 
absolute power which goes wot beyond that 
of a government minister or official. Most of 
them exercise it responsibly, but it 01 becomes 
these veiy highly paid people to complain 
about the usually legitimate concerns of 
campaigning pressure groups, or their 
increasingly effective attempts to hijack the 
ordinary rubber-stamping business of com- 
pany meetings. Managements are unac- 
countable enough already. Attempts to make 


them more so, even by sometimes misguided 
and ill-informed pressure groups, are only to 
be applauded. 

Short memories 
in the City 

I t is little wonder the outside world believes 
the City is an unreal, thrgugh-th e-loo king- 
glass sort of place. In the past three days the 
Square Mile has furnished its critics with two 
more stunning examples of the yawning 
chasm that exists between its air conditioned 
offices and the real world. 

First, it emerged that senior executives at 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell are poised to 
pick up breath taking bonuses after a year in 
which the bank dropped a mighty £45 Om 
thanks to the Peter Young disaster. Even 
DMG admitted, with impressive under- 
statement, that a rumoured £7 -5m bonanza 
heading the way of chief executive Michael 
Dobson might give it presentational 
difficulties’'. 

Then Nicola Horlick, whose petulance on 
being suspended from Morgan Grenfell's 
investment arm in January left observers 
open-mouthed, walked into another high 
profile job at Soc Gen’s London asset man- 
agement start-up. As they dodged the toys 
flying out of her pram, conservative types in 
the City muttered that she had made her- 
self unemployable. Unreliable, unbecoming, 
they spluttered. Memories are short. 


C&W in no rush to lower 
Hongkong Telecom stake 


M ichao l Harrison . ~ ~ 

Dick Brown, Chief executive of 
Cable & Wireless, indicated 
yesterday that the company 


in Hongkong Thlecom fen below 
50 per cent aspart of adeal with 
China when it takes control of 
ti^lhe-coloiiy next month. 

However, he *aid C&W re- 
mained In “the driving seat” in 
negotiations with the. Chinese 
leadership, it was not faring a 
deaeffine to secure an agreement 
by 30 Jane and any deal which, 
reduced its 59 per cent share- 
holding would have to be ait the 
market price or a premium if it 
involved a change of controL 

Mr Brown also confirmed 
C&W was talking to three po: 
Lential partners about a transat- 
lantic De-op in tb&USandithad,. 
held talks with USWest about its 
50 per cent stake in the mobile 


telephone business OneZOne. 
C&W owns the other half. 
Asked whether CAWs talk* 

- witbihe.Chinese were based on 
it retaining 51 per cent owner- 
ship, Mir Brown said: “I don’t put 
so much stock on that. What we 
are looking at is how you en- 
hance shareholder value.” 

Although C&W was in the 
driving seat it wanted to agree 
a partnership with the Chinese 
and was talking to a broad 
range of interested parties in 
China. “We are under no self- 
imposed time restraint We 
don't foel compelled to be held 
to any point on a dock or a cal- 
endar , Wsaid. 

- Mr Brown was speaking as 
' C&W announced a 12 per cent 
. rise in pre-tax profits to.£L4bn 
la$tyearonfecordsalesof£7bn. 

Hnaighing Hfetecrm^ ctm frih»itflri . 

£lbfi in. operating pro fi ts on 
sales of £2.7bn. The profit in- 


crease came despite a sharp rise 
in C&Ws share of 0ne20ne’s 
losses from £63m to £l41m. 

The growth in sales test year 
came mainly from Hong Kong, 
North America and the 


its from the UK, where C&Ws 
main business is Mercury, 
jumped from £183m to £3l7m. 

Mr Brown made it dear that, 
Hong Kong aside, his priority 
was to conclude a deal in the 
US. He confirmed that C&W 
was talking to Global One, the 

tr ansatlantic allian ce between 
the US long-distance carrier 
Sprint, Deutsche Tblekom and 
France Tfelecom, as well as 
AT&T mid Nynex. But he re- 
fused to, be drawn on which <me 
was. the front runner to do a 
partnership deal 
r The talks with USWest have 
covered the future of its half 
stake in One2Qne. The two 


sides are also thought to have 
touched on the possibility of 
USWest’s UK cable operator, 
THewest, joining Cable & Wire- 
less Communications. 

CWC, the £4.5bn venture 
between Mercury and three 
UK cable companies, Nynex, 
Bell CableMedia and Video- 
tron, is about to start rolling out 
a multi- minion pound branding 
campaign to attract more cable 
. television and telephony cus- 
tomers. 

Mr Brown said he would be 
opposed to any deal between 
British Telecom and the Gov- 
. eminent winch set BT free from 
the prohibition on broadcasting 
television. He said the cable in- 
dustry “is still a bit fragile and 
can get snuffed out”. 

Mr Brown also said C&W 
.-would be prepared to see the: 
Government give np its golden 
share in the company which pro- 



Home-owners 
‘pay too much’ 


Driving seat; Dick Brown has no deadline for agreement 


tects it from foreign takeover. 
The Government is under pres- 
sure to abandon its - golden 
shares in BT and C&W in re- 
turn for US regulatory approval 


for the merger between BT 
and MGL The merger cleared 
another regulatory hurdle yes- 
terday when it was approved by 
the European Commission. 


Nic Cicutti 

Personal R nance Editor 

Millions of m ortgage borrowers 
win pay £73bn more in interest 
payments than they should over 
the next 25 years because 
lenders charge them for repay- 
ments they have already made, 
according to figures issued yes- 
terday by Yorkshire Bank. 

Almost 1 milli on people who 
took out a mortgage in 1996 
may end up paying £13bn more 
than they should over the same 
25-year period, the bank said. 

For an average £51,000 re- 
payment loan on which interest 
is charged each year, a home- 
owner would overpay more 
than £13,500 in interest costs 
over 25 years. The overpay- 
ments are because most lenoeis 
offer mortgages on which in- 
terest is calculated in arrears 
each year. No account is taken 
of payments credited in the 
I previous 12 months. 


Chris Herbert, head of mar- 
keting and customer services at 
Yorkshire Bank, said: “Lenders 
which follow this practice alone 
are effectively receiving a 12- 
month interest-free loan each 
year from their customers and 
are really only acting in their 
own self-interest-” 

Yorkshire Bank, which is 
owned by National Australia 
Bank, has calculated the cost of 
a £50,000 repayment mortgage, 
where other leadens charge an- 
nual interest while iL deducts it 
on a daily basis. Whereas a stan- 
dard repayment mortgage 
would take 25 years to pay off 
the loan, the same level of pay- 
ments with Yorkshire Bank 
would see the loan met in just 
over 20 years. 

A Halifax spokeswoman said: 
“We explain to our borrowers 
exactly how interest is charged 
on the loans they take out and 
do not believe we are hiding 
anything from them.” 


mebacl 


Three ex-Nomura bosses held 


Three former senior 1 executives 
of Nomura Securities were ar- 
rested yesterday by Japanese 
authorities over alleged pay-offs 
. to racketeers in ah escalating 
‘ft scandal at Japan’s and the 
world's biggest brokerage. 

' Agents of the Tokyo Public 
Prosecutors Office also 
searched the trio's homes for ev- 
idence that Nomura paid 
¥49.7m (£252,000) to Ryuicbi 
Koike, a “sokaiya or gangster 
who" blackmails companies by 
threatening to disrupt share- 
holders’ meetings. 

Two of the executives 
arrested were Shibpei Matsuki 
and Nobutaka Fujikura. Both 


were managing directors and, in 
terms of seniority, were only 
three steps down from the pres- 
ident’s office. 

The two men resigned in 
March, followed weeks later by 
Sakamaki - Nomura’s presi- 
dent - add 14 other top emeu- 
fives. The mass reagnation was 
unprecedented and was a sign 
of how seriously Nomura was 
takhig this scandal. 

The other executive arrested 
yesterday was Osamu Fujita, a 
former director in the general 
affairs division. 

Agents from the PRosecutare 
Office also searched the home 
of Hideo Sakamaki, former 


president of Nomura Securities. 
Mr Sakamaki was not arrested. 

Japan’s Minister of Finance 
Hiroshi Mitsuznka said tire ar- 
rest of - the three executives was 
“highly regrettable”. 

Mr Mitsuzuka said his min- 
istry would handle the Nomu- 
ra incident “in a strict manner” 
when it received a report from 
the Securities and Exchange 
Surveillance • Commission 
(SESC). He added that he 
would monitor the investigation 
“with great interest". 

The arrests came a day after 
the SESC asked prosecutors to 
file charges against Nomura 
and the three executives for il- 


legally compensating Mr Koike 
for his trading losses. 

% charging Nomura as well 
as the three men, the commis- 
sion indicated it did not believe 
Nomura’s claim that the exec- 
utives acted on their own. 

The executives face up to a 
year in prison and fines of up 
to ¥lm. Nomura could be fined 
up to YlOOm. 

Nomura has also been hit by 
the decision to discontinue 
trading with it by several pub- 
licly owned Japanese banks 
and inve&ment houses. “W; ob- 
viously can’t go on trading with 
a company that has a criminal 
charge against it,” one said. 
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Cathv Newman 

Ferocious competition in the 
akopop market yesterday led to 
# Merrydown, better known for its 

- ciders, issuing a shock profits 
warning, sending its shares 
down from 95p to 75p - one of 
its lowest levels in 25 years. 

The company said that it 
would soon announce a pro- 
gramme of cost-cutting that 
would almost certainly involve 
redundancies. 

Paul Milhnan, managing di- 
rector, blamed a drop in sates of 
the company’s Two Dogs 
alcoholic lemonade on a suige 
. mimivr of alcoDOP brands 


flooding on to the maiket. 

Mr Mflhnan said that profits 

for ihe financial year to foe end 
of hfarch wsuld be “significantly 
below" analysts’ expectations. 
He would not be drawn on the 


Merrydown 


scale of the job losses among its 
150 staff. 

The company is to change 
the nature of the business", and 
refocus on its core rider prod- 
octSy which, according to Mr 
Mfibnan, have been perfo rming 
well over the last few years. 

Sales of TWo Dogs duri ng the 
January to March quarter were 

tS E Cid that distri- 
bntion of Tvo Dogs had now 
been safeguarded by a con- 
tract with Scottish Courage. 

Scottish Courage will, with im- 
mediate effect, take on the 
marketing and distribution of 
the brand. - — " 

“When we started TWO Dogs 
in 1995/ there was just us and 
Hooper’s Hooch [owned by 
BassJ. 

“Now there are some 90 
brands. We don’t have a mas- 
sive sales force we're a smaU 


IN BRIEF 
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Fed tippedito hold Interest rates 

Hopes were raised that the Federal Reserve may hold baric from 
raising rates at its policy-setting meeting next Tuesday following 
news of a 0.6 per. cent drop in the US Producer Price Index in 
April. It was the largest one-month drop in the PFI in almost four 
years. Even when the volatile food ana energy sectors were tak- 
en out of the data, the so-called “core rate” was still down by 0.1 
per cent The news, which was far better than had been forecast, 
fuelled an early rally in bonds and stocks. “It’s a very favourable 
number to the bonds and bonds are gatekeepers to the stocks," 



with Scottish Coinage - the 
UK’s largest brewer- wpuld 
give the company improved 
marketing muscle. He also be- 
lieved that “some rationalisa- 
tion” in the crowded alcopops 

sector would be likely. 

Last July, Merrydown was 
rid.no on the crest of the al- 


58 per cent at £37 Jm, and pre- 

to fis end of Mag*. 

erday cut profits «ttma^ 
to 


US rates by a quarter point at its last meeting. 

Whisky union positive on job losses 

GMB Scotland, the largest whisky union, is confident that any 
job losses arisin g from the £23bn merger of Guinness and Grand 
Metropolitan can be achieved through vohmtaiy redundancy and 
natural wastage. Harry Donaldson, the union’s chief negotiator, 
emerged from talks vijrth Guinness’ United Distillers yesterday 
saying he was also confident that the recently signed employee 
security deal would be^honoured and run until April 1999. The 
union is seeking talks with Grand Metropolitan, whose IDV spir- 
its division employs nearly 400 people m Scotland, mostly m a 
bottling plant m Dumbarton ana four whisky distilleries. 

Non-executive directors' fees rise by 20% 

Nob-executive dixectorstnfte'seen their foes increase between 
15 and 20 per cent in tbdfoast two years, with the average totals 
rangmglrom £14*500 a year for companies with turnover of be- 
tween £26m and £I0Qm to £26^00 for companies with turnover 
of more than £2bn, accordsfagtoa survey for the Institute of Char- 
tered Accounts’- business ifoard and PRO-NED, the organisation 
for the promotion of non-executives. Company chairmen, who 
overwhelmingly fek that U£ role of non-execu fives had become 
more demanding, especfedHees.to continue to rise at the rate of 
about 10 per cent a year. , 

MarityPeridjns signs £18m engine deal 

LucasVarityV\feihyPeridm subsidiary has signed a joint venture 
agreement whh Tianjin Engine Works to manufacture more than 
50,000 wagines a year in Ghikl with an initial investment of £18m. 
A plant in Hamm ^buMfendn£ most widely sold engine ranges 
- the four- andsix-fitre Phaser and 1000 Series. In the long term, 
capacity is scheduled to grow to 120,000 engines a year. 





BPS ISDN sends information faster than any other form erf conwnfiona^deliyery. 
Because EjfejJigital, .It carries information af up fo four times the spaed of an ‘ . 
ordinary phone fine. So you can fend everythingfoorn dpoLirafets.tD layouts at 
the touch of a' button. And saving time wiB save yourbusjness money; Our new 
range of ISDN pricing options starts at a surprisfogly lovir£199* ffor details, ' 

■ 6aU BT BusinesscfewKfwtow on.Ffeefone OSOQHQO BOahow... ' ‘ 

Wreefoite 0800 800 800 

-£teefaS£l80B8W9564Httfcwo^^ '• 
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Safeway shows it is no basket case 

The Investment Column 


T here was a good deal of ner- 
vousness about Safeway’s posi- 
tion in the supermarket battle 
ahead of yesterday's results. The shares 
had fallen by more than a pound since 
their January peak of 426p to just 31Sp 
earlier this week. 

This was largely due to the profits 
warning in February when the group 
had drawn attention to a steady decline 
; D both sales growth and food price 
inflation- 

With both Tesco and SauBbury post- 
ing market share gains and Like-far-like 
sales increases since then, analysts 
were wondering whether these ga i n s 
were at Safeway’s expense. 

Yesterday's full-year results showed 
this not to be the case. Profits of £42Qm 
were in line with admittedly reduced 
expectations, but, more importantly, 
like-for-like soles were up by 4.7 per 
cent in the year and by 3.7 per cent in 
the six weeks since the 29 March year- 
end. 

Market share also edged up from 7 5 
per cent to 7.S per cent over the 12 
months. The numbers pleased the 
City and the share price breathed a 
huge sigh of relief, jumping 23 Jp to 
354.5 p. 

Management proudly boasted that 
Safeway had reached its £15 sales per 
square foot target a year early and chat 
it was increasing its share of higher- 
spending family shoppers which all the 
supermarkets are targeting. In addition, 
the proportion of customers who use 
Safeway for their main shop, as op- 
posed to their secondary top-up option, 
rose from 23.6 per cent to 25 per cent 
last year. 

There were also encouraging signs 
on margins, which rose by 0.1 per- 
centage points, and on further tech- 
nological initiatives such as self-scan- 
ning. This is to be rolled out to 165 
stores by the end of the current year. 

Of course it should be remembered 
that on many measures Safeway is still 
lagging behind its rivals. Asia has 
pushed it from third to fourth in mar- 
ket share in the last two years. In sales 
per square foot, Safeway's £15 figure 
compares to £20.75 at Sainsbuiy £19.85 
at Tesco and £16.40 at Asda. 

And Salisbury's and Tesco's pro- 
portion of primary shoppers is well over 
30 per cent. 

For historical reasons, Safeway has 
poorer locations with fewer large out- 
of town-stores, while the perception 
lives on that its prices are more ex- 
pensive. 

All this appears to counsel caution 
about the group's prospects. After all, 
there has long been an argument that 
the big four supermarkets cannot all 
prosper at once. 

That, however, may no longer be 
true. There & growing evidence that it 
is the division two supermarkets such 
as Kwik Save. Iceland and the Co-op 
which are struggling. 

Safeway’s shares have bucked neg- 
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alive sentiment before: they virtually 
doubled between 1994 and 1996. Since 
the warning, they are again looking 
oversold and could start to make 
progress. On forecast profits of around 
£440-£460m they trade on a forward 
rating of 12. Worth holding. 

Imperial caught in 
a political wind 

I mperial Tobacco, Britain’s second- 
biggest cigarette group, is faced with 
a barrage of problems which would 
cause most companies to blanch. 

Yesterday’s announcement that the 
Government is set to outlaw tobacco 
advertising is a straw which gives a 
strong due to the way the political wind 
is blowing. Tobacco duty, already raised 
15p by the Ibries in November, looks 
set to be a prime target of a Labour gov- 
ernment seeking ways to raise money 
without increasing income tax in its 
forthcoming Budget. 

And it is not just the UK where Imps 
faces political difficulties. The French 
government, facing stringent Maastricht 
criteria for European monetary union, 
has attempted to protect its revenues 
by preventing tobacco companies from 


cutting prices to match Rothmans, 
whose cut-mice brand has scooped 6 
per cent of the market 

Given the difficult environment, it 
is testimony to the management that 
Imperial has produced a highly re- 
spectable set of results for its first pe- 
riod since the demerger from the 
Hanson conglomerate in October. 
Pre-tax profits fell from £174m to 
£143m in the six months to March, but 
that was all to do with the need to pay 
a£40m interest bill to outride lenders 
for the first time. Underlying operat- 
ing profits were actually up 5.2 per cent 
to £183m. 

The UK market still Imperial’s 
biggest continues its gentle decline, 
with increased pressure on smokers to 
“down trade" to cheaper brands. 
Although the hits the company's mid- 
market brands, such as Embassy and 
John Player Special, it boosts the 
value-for-money end of the sector 
where Imps, with its Lambert & But- 
ler product is relatively stronger than 
arch-rival Gallaher. 

But the real hope for growth comes 
from overseas. Excluding the Rizla cig- 
arette papers business acquired for 
£lS5m m January, non- UK profits rose 
£2m to £34m in the period. 

The shares, up 2p at 403.5p, stand ^ 


on a lowly forward p/e of 10 on Bar- 
days de Zoete Wedcfs forecast of 
£3 10m profits for this year. 

As well as politics, the shadow of lit- 
igation is starting to move across Im- 
perial from the other side of the 
Atlantic. The shares are cheap, but 
progress from here is unpredictable, 
given the external factors, and choice 
in the sector is about to be expanded 
with Gallaher due to publish its flota- 
tion details tomorrow. Hold. 

Airtours spreads 
wings abroad 


T his should be a sunny si 

Airtours. the UK’s second- 
largest tour operator. "With con- 
sumers spending building society 
windfalls m advance, the average Bnt 
is spending more on holidays and tak- 
ing more of them. Airtours 7 1997 UK 
summer bookings are ahead 29 per cent 
with winter bookings up by almost bail 
And there are no signs of the price wars 
that crippled the industry two years ago. 
Airtours’ chairman, David Grassland, 
says the group held its UKmarket share 
at around 18 per cent last year. With 
fewer holidays on offer here, last- 
minute cut-price deals are scarce and 
are being offered at less breathtaking 
discounts. 

With more breaihingspace at home, 
Airtours is wisely concentrating on ex- 
panding its empire overseas. Last year 
over half its £818m sales came from 
outride the UK compared with outy a 
tiny proportion three years ago. 
Spreading its geographical wioes has 
been an excellent strategy. With Air- 
tours, Thompson and First Choice al- 
ready accounting for over 60 per cent 
of the UK tour market, there is little 
more to do here. Not so in Airtours' 
newer territories. A big contributor to 
the group’s dramatic 45 per cent re- 
duction in losses to £lZ7m in the half- 
year to March was a move to profit in 
Scandanavia as acquisitions were 
turned around. 

Mr Crossland wants another coun- 
try in Europe - Germany looks a pos- 
sibility. The potential to grow in North 
America look even greater. 

Airtours is also diversifying fast 
from bog-standard tour packages to 
time share and counter-seasonal busi- 
nesses like cruises. 

Analysts have upgraded full-year 
forecasts by around £5m to £120m, 
putting the group on a rating of around 
17 times, with the shares up 30p at 
974 Jp, a chunky premium to the mar- 
ket. The near-tnpling in the share price 
over 12 months has been on hopes that 
29.6 per cent shareholder Carnival will 
swoop. That might happen when Mr 
Crossland retires, but at 49, he looks 
as vital as ever. A good company, but 
the shares are a hold. 



Tbm Stevenson 

Financial Ecfitor 


Cut-throat underwriting com- 
petition, the strong pound and 
the resurgent boosing market 
bdped keep the fid on osmgprof- 
ifs at Commercial Union m die 
first three months of the year. 
Subsidence chains, which always 
rise as the bouse market pick s up. 
and more surveys are earned om, 
jumped 11 per cent in the very 
dry first quarter, raising payouts 
to householders by a third. 

That contributed to a deter- 
ioration in the i mport an t UK 
underwriting result at CU, in 
contrast to General Accident, 
which earlier in the week sur- 
prised analysts with a small 
profit in the home general in- 
surance division. Atthoogb CU 
said there were signs of im- 
provement in motor policies, 
where rates have been under 
pressure for more than two 
years, premium income as a 
whole in the UK slipped 4 per 
cent to £344m. 

The main drag cm first quar- 
ter profits; however, wasthe 


poBriA aMqdtt ttetetf- 
profits rose SSta-foSOZm 
during the three months *» 
March -osiog<»nip»Bbfe taites 
the improvement woek? hate 
been £32m, or 4t>percen*-' 

Shaves in all die composite in- 
surers fell y e s te rday after CG 
admitted to losBjgi32m em its 
UK unde t v wMng aop dmt, £ti c h 
more than lastyear.Gqsaser- 
cbl Union dosed 15_5p lower 
. at 734p,whae Geoerd Aerates*: 
shed 13p to 944J>p. t&gal Son 
Affiance and GRE also eased. 

Even after a roach more 
benign winter in the US, the 
world-wide un derwritin g loss 
improved fay only £28m from 
£99m to £71 hl After lower in- 
vestment returns from its up- 
front prcmitnii Hxxjxne,geaeia/ 
insurance profits rose by only 
£3m to £67m. 

Othcr trends to emerge from 
CLFs general romance resxtk 
included a sharp fell m thefts 
from commercial property, with 
last year’s surge in computer 
thefts coming to an end. Femer 
cars were stolen but arson, re- 
sponsible for a quarter -of a & 


cIbzhs, was 

sg restOtcanfiaaed foe qoetm- 
the 

kidusayapdleftan Aitfsi i ue^g 
twifee wsltiriiiwy of daw 
puces.v^recifreadyaa 
toge pretan ttn to net assets. 

’fiadBkastty the sector has 
beeniatedataffisocuotte die 
cuxkriyitig vafcre of sis assets to 
- Ktettenheaent ^ cS afty of 
insurance u&terwrkingbat all 
(he m^ciis ate currently vahied 
by tire stock markets up to a 
third more than their NAVs. 
CLFs net asset value rose 23p 
in the period to 568p. 

John Carter, driel executive, 
said the acquisition of SEV, a 
f rench SSe assurer, in April, 
meant Sfcopcralfops accounted 
far baff of total grocp premumi 

iocome. He Said that proportion 
would rise m the future. 

Life profits increased over the 
quarter by£4m » £62m, also fan 
by exchange rate movements. 

ritingpound, fifi e praftewere 25 
per cent better. 


Scottish Radio plans 
further expansion 


Catby Newman 


Obtaining a second FM radio 
liceoce is high on the agenda for 
the rapkDyexpan ding Scottish 
Radio Headings. James Gordon, 
chairman, said yesterday that 
Scottish may bid for Scot FM, 
or apply for the central Scotland 
licence, due to be advertised at 
the beginning of next year. 

Mr Gordon, who also an- 
nounced a 39 per cent surge in 
interim profits to £4Jm before 
tax, also said that group may 
even increase its 15 per cent 
stake in Radio Ireland, ac- 
quired last year. 

This was just one of several 
expansion options that the 
company was contemplating 
to bolster its presence m local ’ 


radio and newspapers, he 
added. 

He confirmed the company 
would be looking for farther ac- 
quisitions yesterday, as be an- 
nounced pre-tax profits had 
increased by 39 per cent to 
£4.5m in the six months to 
March. 

The results were well- 
received by investors and ana- 
lysts. The shares climbed I7pto 
an all-time high of 4l4p, al- 
though the price slipped back pre-tax 
later in the day ana closed at £700,000 
405p. 

Mh Gordon stud diversifica- 
tion into local press with the 
£lL2m purchase of the Morton 
Newspapers group in Novem- 
ber 1995 had worked welL The 
acquisition of the Montrose 


Review Press group in March 
this year is expected to coo- 
tribute to tire mil year results. 

Growth in local radio has also 
helped, with Downtown Radio, 

contribution tegroup 
operating profits of £445,000. 

Analysts have increased their 
profit projections far the foil 
year. Jamie Matheson, at the 
Bell Lawrie White stocktroking 
firm, said he bad increased ins 
ire-tax profits forecast by 
I to £8.7m. 

He added: "the results vin- 
dicate completely the decision 
to go into local press.'" 

Earnings per share for the 
half-year im prov ed by 24 per 
cent to IQJJjp. The interim div- 
idend rises by 20 percent to 3p. 


Buy Now ... Pay Later 
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Buy Now ! Offer Ends 17th May 


Take this, amazing opportunity 
and select ourWinStatroiv 150+ 
EPI model with superfj software 
for |ust £849+ VAT l£W.5S Inc 
VAT) Also included until offers 


end are an Epson Stylus Color 
720 x 720 dpi colour inkiet 
printer and BABT faxlnientel 
modem. 
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IN BRIEF 


Caradon caution unsettles shares 

Investors in Caradon, the buBding products group, were unset- 
tled after Anthony Hitchens, chairman, warned the annual meet- 
ing that trading in the early months of 1997 had shown “limited 
improvement”. The news immediately knocked lOp off the com- 
pany's share price to 224p. The share price eventually closed at 
22A5p. The chairman added- “Last year’s disposals, stronger ster- 
ling and the competitive doors and windows market in North Amer- 
ica will affect profits in the first half.” He said that in the UK 
there were many uncertainties in the group’s markets, although 
the board expected an improvement in the second half. Conti- 
nental European markets still remained difficult 

Centrica expands to Germany 

Centrica has taken its first step in expanding its customer base 
outside the UK by signing a deal with Germany’s Thysscngas for 
gas deliveries via the UK-Continent interconncctor pipeline. The 
former trading arm of British Gas said that under the deal it would 
sell to Thyssengas up to 3 billion cubic metres of gas over a sev- 
en-year period. Deliveries should start in October next year when 
the inlerconnector pipeline is due to open. 

Reckitt upbeat despite strong pound 

Shares in Redtill & Cohn an gained 8.5p to 897.5p immediately 
after Alan Darby, chairman, delivered an upbeat statement on 
trading at the household products group’s annual meeting. The 
company’s performance for the four months to date “remains ro- 
bust”. though the strength of sterling “remains an issue”, he said, 
adding: “lam confident that the underlying momentum of 1996 
will continue and the planned investments for brand development 
and growth will remain a priority.” 

£12m addition to Pemberstone portfolio 


Mobile currency 
dents Sage profits 


Sage Group, the accounting 
software company, became the 
latest victim of foreign exchange 
movements yesterday. 

Currency fluctuations, par- 
ticularly in the French franc, 
dollar and German mark, 
knocked £5.5m from the 
group’s half-year sales and 
more than £lm from the pre-tax 
profit figure. 

The currency impact forced 
Sage shares lower in early trad- 
ing in spite of a 20 per cent in- 
crease in interim profits to 
£193m. 

However, the shares later 
recovered to dose 13p higher 
on the day at 6543p. 

Profits "in all mam markets, 
the UK. US and mainland Eu- 
rope. grew. 


Sage expressed confidence 
that the £40m acquisition of 
KHK, Germany's largest ven- 
dor of accounting software, 
would prove beneficial with 
Sage working to improve mar- 
gins. 

In France the removal of 
overlapping product ranges cost 
£Z5m in the first half while in 
the US operating profits rose by 
16 per cent 

On current trading, David 
Goldman, chairman, said the 
second half had started well and 
be expected die outcome for the 
full year to be satisfactory. 

Group sales were 2 per cent 
higher at £73.6m in the six 
months to 31 March. The divi- 
dend was increased by 10 per 
cent to 0.97p. 


Pemberstone has agreed to buy aj 


riio of tenanted residen- 


t portfol 

rial dwellings for approximately £l2m from Woolwich Assured 
Homes, part of Wbofwich Building Society. The properties are 
mainly in the South-east, and contracts are expected to be ex- 
changed within a month. Pemberstone also said its £4.83m of- 
fer for the outstanding shares in Serah announced last month went 
ahead yesterday. 

L&G boosts business in Britain by 57% 

Legal & General’s sales of individual business products in the 
UK rose by 56.8 per cent in the first four months of 1997 com- 
pared to the equivalent period in 1996. Addressing the compa- 
ny's annual meeting. Sir Christopher Harding, chairman, said: 
“The impressive sales progress made last year has continued. This 
year has clearly started very well - to maintain this pace for the 
remainder of 1997 will be demanding. The company’s election 
personal equity plans have raised nearly £200m, and total PEP 
sales in the first four months of the year - at just short of £400m 
- are more than triple last year’s. 


f Company Results 1 
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B.1m(-) 

713m (-) 3630 (-) 

1.00 (-) 
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171m (98m) 155p (B.0p) 
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7J3t» (B.17bn) 

1.43X1(130X1) 3a3p(26.4p} 
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1939m(1 6.12m) 1233p (9J2p) 
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WHAT DO YOU LOOK FOR IN 

HOME INSURANCE? 


I.im prcniiuin* b*r pe^pk- <»'er 5>> 


Saga Hone Insurance is tailor made cover especially for 
people aged 50 and over, at surprisingly low premiums. 


Price Prnniki-7 


Find another policy offering the same cover as Saga 
Home Insurance for a lower premium within 2 months 
of taking out year policy and we will refund die difference. 


K\pcrii-na? 


Saga is at the forefront in providing a broad range of 
financial services specifically designed for people aged 
50 and over. 


Quick, clikicnl ckiiui'- >crQcc 


With Saga Home Insurance. Often one call is all it takes to 
settle a claim, in most cases with no complicated claim forms 
to complete. 


] rev ^vo ice"? 


Saga Home Insurance offers free helplines for 34hr 
domestic help, legal advice and a glazing service. Also 
free in the first year are F roze n Food. Money and Credit 
Card Cover. 


1 kt!i Vi\' 


Ask now fin- a quotation, even if year renewal date is 
months away and see bow much yon could save. 

0800 414 525 

Please quoting reference ED5708 

Liecs Hr open BJOrn-TpiA Mood*; k> Fite? M 9 mi. IproaoSMnfcnn 

SAGA 

Services Ltd 

S^SannUl*MUlit(i«iol!Hafoai*MiW(A*h|*FoAeiW 

HuiioMiiiHPMlH rfc ' a liBiiWf&pn mHin lodBfiwB. 
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market report / shares 
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Kuwaitis set to reduce stake in British Petroleum 
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A huge plating of British Ffr- 13pfo554p,andfiiteiprtaeOfl 
troletnn shares is believed lobe ahead lip to 667.5p. 
underway. The rest of the market had. 

Stories flowed around the by recent standards, an lin- 
stock market that the Kuwait certain session. Footsie was on 
Investment Office was hoping a roller coaster, climbing above 
to sep all, or part, of its re- 4,700 points again. But for 
mining shares, a 93 per cent the second day running it was 
state. - qaabletodingtoEachanex- 

Fideflty, the big US invest-^ qked level andby the dose was 
nwnt house with 6.6 per ceat down to 4,686.9. 
of BR. was named as a possr- Tbemode# decline coded a 

ble buyer of some of the KH> remarkable ll-session win- 
mtwest. ning streak which lifted the in- 

The Kuwaitis once had dex more than 300. 
around 30 per cent but were Supporting shares were 
forced to rafcice their bolding: again aowncastwith the FTSE 
If they areptenning a further 250indexoff3.7. 
sale they wifi benefit from a BP Uncertainty created by the 

jaice near its all-time high. Queen’s Speech took the shine 
The riiares edged ahead 2p from blue chips. The market, 
to 744^p, so the KIO could ex- which has chased takeover 
pect to collect at feast 720p a candidates, was unsettled by 
share, pricing its interest at proposed le gislation to *nai^ 

life more difficult for hostile 
bidders and plans for higher 
mobile telephone charges. 

Some of the long-running 

takeover candidates lost some 


MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


cents group, gained 8 Jp to 
137jp after a merger plan by the 
German Kolbetffidmndt group 


Other oils were mainly firm 
with Cairn Entergy enjoying the 

benefit of an encou rag ing 
B ang l a d esh presentation, up 


long-running 12 p to 810 Jp. 

lies lost some Safeway rose 


of their enthusiasm and mobile 
phone groups were misrouted 
with Vodafone off 6-5p to 275p 
and Orange 6_5p at 217.. 

BT, despite conditional EU 
approval for its MCI deal, was 
lowered 3p to 449^p because 
of its mobile connection. Ca- 
ble & Wireless was another to 
feel the telephone pinch. 
Calling 14p to 498ip. 

Abbey National ended 225p 
lower at 935 p as the rumoured 
bid failed to materialise, pro- 
ducing the usual I-told-you-so 
chorus in certain quarters. Al- 
liance & Leicester recovered 
lip to 613p and National 
Westminster Bank unproved 


as results came in higher than 
expected and Antonis dimbed 
30p to 974.5p on its 28.8 per 
caat jump in snmmerbookmgs. 

British Airways flew 31p 


Medeva, the health group, 
rose 14 Jp to 286p with ABN 
Amro Hoare Govett and Mer- 
rill Lynch said to be positive. 

Bunding materials bad an. 
awkward time as Caradon 
warned of difficult European 
and US markets, dipping its 
shares 8p to 226JSp.OnTueS' 


hitter to 74Z5p as a Gve-way day Roskel unseated senti- 
interaational airline deal of- meat with a profits w anti ng, 
fered promising support that its Essex Fnrattnre, the retafl- 

proposed alliance with Amer- er, helped its Stares 12_5p to 
lean Airlines wfll get the reg- 82^p by firing a day - Friday 
ulatoiy all-clear. next week - to announce its 

Be La Rue, the security year’s figures, 
printer, fell 26JSp to SOlp in Merrydown, die alcopops 
response to the still-to-be- and cider moup, fefl a sober- 
confirmed placing by Menill ing I5p to753p as poor sales 
Lynch ana builder Taylor of its Two Dogs brand prompt- 
ed a profit warning. 

Datroutech, the computer 
group, fell 49 Sp to 160p after 
a profit warning and more 
losses at On Demand Inform 


rose23.5pto354.5p 


after a late trade of 1J5 mil- 
lion shares at 200.5p was 
printed 

T&N, the vehicles conspo- 


madon left the Aares 6p low- 
er at 17-5p. 

Pan Andean Resources 
firmed to 345p after severing 
its imks with BHP, the Aus- 
tralian group, in Bolivia. It is 
looking for another partner; 
fears of a rights issue can be 
discounted 

John D Wood, the estate 
agent, gained 20p to 140p on 
the takeover approach and 
an offer for Qrtie Communi- 
cations lifted the shares 7.5p 
to 75p. 

Clothing group SR Gent 
put on 4.5p to 59 jp as the bid 
talks, find: disdosed in October, 

presumably drifted cm. 

TJ Hngh**i the retail de- 
partment store chain, im- 
proved 3p to 86p. 

Charterhouse Tilney in- 
creased its profits estimate 
and said the shares should 
“materially outperform”. 

It expects profits to advance 
to£23mthtsyearandto£2^m 
next 


Taking Stock 


□ lbs bar Resources finned 
0-25p to 6p- It has raised 
£475m by plating 95 m3Hon 
shares at 5p a share th roug h 
Dublin stodebroker Davy. The 
cash will go towards derelop- 
ing the group’s Nigerian off- 
shore exploration interests 
and reducing debt. Once a 
high-flying Colombian ex- 
plorei; Ihskar’s shares brfefly 
touched I00p. Then when its 

Oil find was nnfnmmwri al 

the price collapsed to lp. It 
was “reborn” in Odoba- 1996 
when a Houston group ac- 
quired control, moving opera- 
tions to Nigeria. 

O Network Technology held 
at 219p. Matin Lynch is 
looking for profits to dfanh 
£2.4m to £5.7m this year and 
reach £&3m next 

□ Versatile, the coloured 
glass group, made a firm 
cfetmt, dosing at 4p against a 
3p placing. 
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THURSDAY 05 MAY 1997 " THE INDEPETOENT 


Why spend these billions when 

unemployment is dwindling? 


PIA runs into a personal 


deft 


T be Government's spin doc- 
tors have been promising 
that Gordon Brown’s first 
Budget will mark the most radical 
shake-up of the welfare state for . 
half-a-ceatuiy. It will introduce a 
package designed to get the young 
and long-term unemployed into 


jobs along with other, still unspec- 
ified, welfare-to-work measures. 

Yesterday’s figures showing yet 
another big drop in the number of 
people claiming unemployment 
benefit raise the question of 
whether the Chancellor ought to 
bother spending £3bn on reducing 
the under-25s jobless total With yes- 
terday’s figures showing their num- 
ber mntring up only a quarter of the 
total, the lowest share on record, 
there will soon be few left to help. 
If the unemployment problem is 
well on the way to being sorted out 
because of policies introduced by 
tbe previous government, perhaps 
tbe money about to be raised by the 
windfall tax could be better spent. 

For example, in new research this 
week, CSty economist Kevin Gardiner 
at Morgan Stanley predicts that on 
current trends Britain will be back at 
full employment, on any sensible de- 
finiti on. within a couple of years. The 
unemployment rate might fall below 
5 per cent next year. If he is right, we 
will soon be worrying about skills 
shortages and wage pressure, not 
schemes for the jobless. 

Unemployment no longer a prob- 
lem? This requires a pretty big 
mental adjustment, and it is not one 
the Government has made yet. But 
the headline figures are impressive: 
the claimant count stood at 
1,651,400 last month. Another drop 
the same size as April's and it will 
be the lowest since September 1980. 

This would be dose to what most 
economists reckon to be the un- 
employment rate below which in- 
flation would start to accelerate. 
The UK's “natural” rate of unem- 
ployment is thought to be around 
5 per cent or 1.4 million, far higher 
than its level in tbe late 1960s but 
lower than in the early 1980s. 

Of coarse, there is no doubt that 
the claimant count Is a flawed 
measure of unemployment, re- 
duced over the years by many 
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Some economists 
predict Britain will 
be back at full 
employment in a 
couple of years. If 
so we need to worry 
about skill shortages 
and wage pressure, 
not schemes for 
the jobless 


changes of definition. But aides ex- 
aggerate the flaws. It is not utterly 
misleading, having tracked the in- 
ternationally accepted definition of 
unemployment in the quarterly 
Labour Force Survey. The cl aiman t 
count is about 1 per cent lower than 
this widely accepted measure. 

The downward trend in jobless- 
ness since 1992 has two explana- 
tions. The obvious one is tbe cyclical 
recovery in the economy. One of the 
merits of the flexible labour market 
is that employers have hired as 
quickly dunng the upturn as they 
laid off in the downturn. This is not 
so comforting, as there is nothing to 
prevents swift rise in imemplcyment 
when the next recession hits. 

But the other reason gives more 
cause for hope. It is tbe fact that the 
last government did make a start on 
reducing both the underlying trend 


in total unemployment and the 
“non-accelerating inflation" unem- 
ployment rate. Tbe controversial Job 
Seekers' Allowance formed part of 
this - and it is noticeable that tbe 
new Government shows no interest 
in abolishing the JSA. Expect it to 
be quietly renamed and retained. 

It has been dramatically effective 
at shaking out people who are un- 
willing to cany on cl aiming benefit 
under tbe tough new terms. It's hard 
to escape the conduskm that many 
of them were claiming benefit when 
they had a job. The JSA represents 
the “hard cop” aspect of what econ- 
omists would describe as “active 
labour market polides” or detailed 
measures to match people to jobs. 

The evidence from tbe US, where 
some states opted for far tougher 
benefit regimes as long as five years 
ago, is that ii wmis. Unemployment 
has fallen and, more importantly, the 
proportion of working age adults 
who are employed has risen. 

The “soft cop” aspect -so far - 
has consisted of improvements to 
administration and routines at Job- 
Cenlres. For example, the computer 
software for benefit claimants has 
been upgraded and integrated with 
the system for vacancies. The time 
spent on initial interviews has dou- 
bled, resulting in better matching 
of people and potential jobs. Al- 
though they sound trivial, sucb 
changes have had a big impact 

The moral is that the unemploy- 
ment total foils when people are 
either bullied or tempted into jobs 
they would not otherwise accept or 
bother to find out about Many peo- 
ple who are out of work either do not 
know what is available or do not like 
the look of die available jobs. But it 
is almost impossible to move from un- 
employment - especially after any 
length of time - into a good job. You 
have to get on to the first rung be- 
fore you can move up the ladder, and 
those first-rung jobs are there. 

The proposals Gordon Brown 
will introduce in the Budget de- 
signed for the under-25s, are a 
slightly kinder and gentler - and 
more expensive - version of exist- 
ing active labour market policies. 
They do not differ in essence from 
the Conservative measures. As 


Alan Howarth, the employment 
minister responsible for the pack- 
age, put it earlier this week: "There 
will be no option of staying in bed 
on full benefits.” 

Young people without work will 
have the choice of unemployment 
removed, In its place will be a 
choice of a subsidised but lew-grade 
job, voluntary work, a place on an 
environmental task force or full- 
time training. The proposals gloss 
over the fact that the unappealing 
jobs already exist. 
fc Labour's adviser on unemploy- 
ment, Professor Richard Layard of 
the London School of Economics, 
points out in his recent book. What 
Labour Can Do, that long-term un- 
employment is linked to the long- 
term payment of unemployment 
benefits. His conclusion is that 
anybody out of work for more 
than six months should be guaran- 
teed a job instead of being able to - 
claim. They just won't be great jobs. 

It is hard to see why it & worth 
spending billions of pounds on unh 
necessary job measures. This is a 
remnant of the old Labour obses- 
sion with full, and full-time male, 
employment. It is the other welfare- 
to-work problems that are so much 
more intractable and so much more 
expensive because they involve 
making work more worthwhile. 

The most important task is re- 
ducing the effective marginal tax 
rate on people starting low-paid 
jobs, because they lose so many of 
their benefit payments so quid cty. 
Introducing tapered withdrawal of 
benefits wfll be expensive but is 
essential to improve work incentives 
and help relieve poverty. 

The Government should also be 
aiming to make jobs attractive to 
the people who have been dis- 
couraged our of the labour force or 
cannot look for work. In all the hints 
about what it might do, one of the 
simplest possibilities has beat over- 
looked. Lone parents are one im- 
portant category of people trapped 
on benefit, unable to take most jobs 
became the pay does not begin to 
cover childcare costs. A realty rad- 
ical welfare reform programme 
would have payment for childcare 
for single mothers as its centrepiece. 


Since the Personal Investment 
Authority under Colette Bowe is 
charged with safeguarding the . 
nation's individual finance?, how 
fitting it is that its own staff ' ' 

pension scheme should be one of 
the' most generous in the country. 

This happy state of affair* has,- ; 
however, prompted churlish 
comments from some observers : 
that perhaps the PIA coriJd turn 
some of the same enCrgy to sorting 
obt the long-running pensions bus- 
selling scandaL Even jn its internal' 
affairs, however, tbe PIA appears . 

to be adopting a poficy of *Do as - 1 
say, not as I do." 

Under the new Pensions Act, set 
to prevent axmthex Maxwell- . - 
style rip-off, companies have to 
have a number of member- 
nominated trustees to' oversee the 
company pension fond. There is 
one exception - if the existing 
trustees opt out of the provisions 
of the new Act, they can appoint 
anyone they want. So far the 
overwh elming majority of 
companies have opted for 
member-nominated trustees. 

How strange then that the PIA 
recently tried to block its own staff 
from appointing their nominated 
trustee on to the PIAs pension . 
board. The PIA was forced to back 
down after protests from staff, but 
not before some of the “ring- 
leaders” were informally torn by 
management that this would not 
look good for their career 
development at the PIA. 


r over pensions 
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I Under tbe company's rules you 
have to have four shares before you 
can vote on a motion. The 10 FoE 
members all possessed a single 
Shell share so none coaid vote. 

A series of anguished speakers 
asked if four single shareholders 






.1 . -V 


>3®S : V 


could dub together and get a vote. 
They were told no. Tony Juniper, 


They were told no. Ibny Juni 
leading the FoE group, later 


: ■’ ■ 


admitted that their shares paled . . 
into insignificance beside tbe 
institutional block vote, which . r . 
rejected the green motion. 

This does not mean there were 
no misgivings 00 Shell’s top table. 
Mark Moody-Stuart, who is set to 
succeed John Jennings as chainran 
in Juty, says his wife was quite ••• 
sympathetic to the resolution, 
which had led to some interesting 
debates over the breakfast table. In 
the event, her husband's arguments 
swayed her and she voted against 
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Colette Bowe: Still working on 
ttwmts -setting scandal 


1 normally think of the Investors 
Chronicle as an authoritative if 
staid institution. How shocking 
then to hear of open mutiny by a 
writer who occupied the editor's 
office yesterday morning, sent 
e-mail to fellow staff on the 
failings of tbe management, and 
was then handcuffed by police and 
escorted from the building. 

Shocked fellow journalists 
watched as Conor Joyce carried 
out his own version of passive 
resistance when management 
called in the Bill to remove him. 

Conor, a 38-year-old reporter, 
tells me he was leaving the 1C at the 
end of the week anyway to continue 
his PhD on German art criticism in 
the early Twentieth Century. “I 
wanted to complain about the 
editorial management 1C made an 


operating profit of £25m last year, 
but as a monopoly it could be 
making a lot more,” be says. 

“Thu was a way of crystallising 
discontent. When the manage- 
ment asked me to leave [the 


editor’s office land I refused, they 
over-reacted. They sacked me, but 


over-reacted. They sacked me, but 
I wouldn't budge. The police were 
very professional. It was all very 
civil." He was led out of the 
building, and set free outside. He 
is not expecting any further action 
from the 1C, pur of FT 
Magazines. Phew. It makes a 
change from writing up 
Hammerson's interims, I suppose. 


Compared to the 1C fracas, 
yesterday’s Shell agm was a model 
of decorum, despite the presence 
of 10 agitators from Friends of the 
Earth. The FoE people were 
backing a motion to improve 
Shell’s environmental monitoring 
and human rights record. The 
greens hit a problem, however. 


Christopher Heath, the former 
Barings trader who was once 
Britain's best paid man, has added 
a clutch of new signings to his 
Caspian emerging markets 
boutique. Derrick Williams joins 
from Lehman Brothers to become 
senior global position trader in 
New York. John Havranefc joins 
from Rapid Data to become head 
of research in Indonesia, 
answering to Sean Hughes, bead 
of operations in that country. 

Richard Greer, a managing 
director at Caspian who describes 
himself as a “ bag carrier” for Mr 
Heath, says the New York 
appointment is crucial as the US 
forms Caspian’s main client base. 
Mr Greer first worked for Mr 
Heath in 1982, and has seen 
Caspian grow from a bright idea in 
1995 to a group employing 250 
people today. 

Mr Heath has just completed a 
three-day tour of Asia, is now flying 
back to London for a three-hour 
stopover, before going on to New 
York. He returns to London next 
week. Mr Greer says it's not just a 
lust for air miles. “He likes to 
interview all key appointments to - 
make sure he luces them." If he can 
keep his eyes open long enough. 


John Willcock 
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“Information professionals rank 
Financial Times I n fom ia tion as the most 
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Financial Times Infonnation provides online information 
from over 5.000 business sources comprising 43 milli on 
documents, as well as a database of 3.5 million securities 
and fundamental data on quoted companies. 
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FINSTAT - instant PC access to Financial Times Statistical data. 
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Gosden fears a Derby frame-up 


Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

reports from \brk 

A reguJar piece of advice over 
thexacecowse toudspeakerTk 
to beware of pickpockets. It is 
ako a menage that will ££ 

^f^temingaroundlhe 
Reason Lodge stables of the 


be returned from his Iasi race, 
aandown's Classic trial, in the 
£np of malady. “He came back 
W11 " mucus flying out of his nose 
and coughing,” John Gosden, 
‘ 1 -TT.„ winning Gainer, said, 
tnere was a discharge after tile 
race and be Mew for 40 minutes, 
quite a distressed blow, and 
none of our horses do that. A 
lot of credit must go to the vet 


er Peslier embarked on a ride 
of rare mastery. The French 
champion cranked up the pace 
by well-disguised increments 
and challengers peeled away as 
he surged up the straight to suc- 
cess by two and a half lengths. 
Ai the line came the first man- 
ual gesture as the rider waved 
to the crowd in celebration. 
Then there was a Churchiliian 
action as Peslier denoted this 
was his second Dante (he won 
on Glory Of Dancer last year) 
and finally a high five with the 


thief, yesterday earned his riohi iwu ii rain s,c £ *l orses that are and finally a high five with the 
tptakeonthel^SS; n«» Fun nwk» to him winning trainer 
winner at Epsom with a fluent £«<? S?® 1 mor ® of a veterinary “We didn't monkey about 

victoty here in the Dantf- lss ^}h a “^ tracing issue." and we went out there to see if 

Stakes. He led from start to fin thirSk^ P° ked Im 3 r ‘ he Cou3d ^ and he outstayed 

to ensure it was those behind ^ut infirm m the paddock them," Gosden said. “We want- 

him that were finding the Dock \SS^Va° IH ^ em fi e wast b e ed to find out about his stami- 
ets on this occasion. pra ‘ h u c How f ard of *e field, a no. so there was no point fiddling 
Benny The Dip is now as low oft JQSt ^ Single ^ ab 9 ut at the back, waiting and 
as 7-1 for the Blue Riband. cnnt™lf „ tween e X es for tr 7 ln 8 to pounce, as that 
which did not seem UkelvwhAn con . tra ^- He was the first to wouJdn’i have told us anything. 

ukelywben spnng from the stalls as Olivi- In the Derby I would eroertlo 


and we went out there to see if 
be could stay and he outstayed 
them,” Gosden said. “We want- 
ed to find out about his stami- 
na so there was no point fiddling 
about at the back, waiting and 
trying to pounce, as that 
wouJdn ’1 have tofd us anything. 
In the Derby I would expect to 


see him handy to the pace but 
certainly not on the lead. The 
lead up here is the toughest in 
the country for a horse be- 
cause they view the whole 
stands in the open, having lis- 
tened to the previous race be- 
ing run. If you’ve got a nervous 
horse he’ll unravel at York, but 
in a way I wanted to do that here 
to see how he’d handle Epsom." 

Before Peslier was back on 
terra firms he was Questioned 
about Benny The Dip’s capac- 
ity to extend his at Epsom, 

“That was the first question I 
asked him because I like to have 
a jockey’s immediate gut feel- 
ing on something like that,” 
Gosden said. “I don’t like them 
to go back into the weighing 
room and think about it. 

“Olivier felt that he wasn’t on 
a dying horse who was running 
out of gas today. I worry about 
a mile and a ha£^ but you’ve got 


Celeric should have last word over Cliche 


For the benefit of punters who 
are gating a little weary of Clas- 
sic trials, the feature race at 

York this afternoon ofiere an in- 
teresting variation on the 
theme. Classic Cliche, the best 
stayer in Europe last season, will 

be put to the test for the first 
time this year in the Yorkshire 
Cup, a race he won 12 months 
ago, and we should swiftly dis- 
cover whether one of the most 
admirable horses in training will 
remain a champion much 
longer. 


Greg Wood has faith in a new recruit to Cup competition 


** . B not 50 since the afternoon, just as he may be 
identity of the leading stayer was throughout the long summer cy- 
aecided almost by default, but de of Cup races, 
m recent years, horses like Indeed^ if David Morley's 
Double Trigger and Classic runner does not beat the cham- 


m recent years, horses like 
Double Trigger and Classic 
Cliche have demonstrated that 
stamina can be every bit as ex- 
citing as speed. Better still, a 
new generation is emerging to 
challenge them, and its most 
promising member, Celeric, 
should prove to be Classic 
Cliche's most serious rival this 


pion this afternoon, be surely 
never will. Celeric has the ben- 
efit of a previous run, wheu an 
excellent fourth over an inade- 
quate 12 furlongs in the Jock- 
ey Gub Stakes at Newmarket 
and gets Sib from Classic 
Cliche. Mods, also a stayer of 


considerable promi se, is an- 
other to watch, but CELERIC 
(nap 3.10) will surely prevail this 
afternoon. 

It will also be a result to 
please the traditionalists if 
Shaya can win the Glasgow 
Stakes, and do so well enough 
to give Dick Hem a realistic 
chance of winning his fourth 
Derby, lb date, Shaya has run 
just once, finishing second in 
what was, even by Doncaster’s 


standards, an ordinary maid- 
en, but Hera holds him in high 
regard and that knowledge 
alone has forced bis odds for 
the Derby down to just 16-1. 

His odds today will be 
equally unrealistic, and while 
be may be a potential cham- 
pion, Shaya is certainly worth 
opposing. Greek Palace 
(3.40), the only member of the 
held without a Derby entry, 
has the best chance to beai 
him, while Blue Duster (235) 
also deserves support. 


sport 


to go to Epsom to find out.” 

There will be a few discov- 
eries on 7 June and Gosden 
himself is as keen as anyone to 
learn whether Entrepreneur is 
as brilliant that many rmaginp* 
him to be. “If Entrepreneur is 
this superb champion then we 
are all running for second 
place," the trainer said. “If be 
runs to his Guineas form and 
stays a mile and a half like his 
sister we are all running for sec- 
ond place. But, hell, there's 
good money in that and I seem 
to spend all my time running 
second and third in the Derby 
flhmure, Presenting and Shan- 
tou have all reached the frame] 
so 1 might as well do it again. 1 * 

THE DERBY (Qxom, 7 Junak Coral: 

11-10 Entrepreneur, 5-1 Rauoque, 7- 

lSiher Patriarch, 10-1 Benry The Dip; 
Ladbrokes: 4-5 Entrepreneur, 9-2 (with 
a run) Revoque, 7-1 Benny The Dip. 8- 
1 Silver Rnnarcft, 16-1 Fahrf*& Shaya, 

20-1 others 





Benny The Dip stretches away from his rivals at York yesterday Photograph: Allsport 


YORK 

2.65: TRIFLE BAY, who caught 

the eye (muhin^ Qlf nglli fifth 

to Green Jewel in a 7f handicap at 
Newmarket earlier in tbe month, 
should be fitter for the run and looks 
fairly handicapped. JeflYcyanoth- 
erred mav be the main danger. 
□□□ ’ 

£35: BLUE DUSTER, who bad an 
injury-interrupted campaign as a 
three-year-old bat nevertheless 

mr>nngff4 a highl y w afiHM f len g t h 
«xxmd la Iktamai in the Group One 
Haydock Park Sprint Cup over to- 
day’s trip of 6f on the last of ber 
three starts. Taking a drop in class 
here, she will be bird to beat. Roy- 
al Applause may pose the most 
problems. 


IHYPERION’SI 


-V. VT1 


3.1th CLASSIC CLICHE, who won 
this race last year, went on to win 
the Group One Ascot Gold Cup 
over 2m4f before finishing a high- 
ly creditable runner-up to Pen tire 
in the Group One King George VI 
and tbe Queen Elizabeth Diamond 
Stakes over lm4f at AscoL Clearly 
below his best after an interrupted 
preparation when unplaced behind 


Helissio in tbe Group One Prix de 
UArc de Triamphe at Longcbamp 
over lm4f on his final start, tbe se- 
lection has a lot less to do cm this 
occasion. Moos may be the one to 
follow him borne. ■ 

□OQ 

3.4th SHAYA, a promising l'A 
lengths second to Cape Cross in a 
lm maiden at Doncaster on his only 
run as a two-year-old and subject of 
highly encouraging reports over 
the winter, which he has spent in 

I>ibai.isanexdniffimkij£-<feunce 

prospect who should stay lm4f this 
year. Asas, from the Godolphin 
team which has not enjoyed as 
much success as hitherto this year 
but whom it could be a big mistake 
to write off just yet, is the danger. 






teoefc 


2A5 Triple Hay 
235 Blue Duster 
340 Classic Cliche 
340 Shaya 


HYPERION 

4-10 Happy Days 
440 Kermemara Star fob) 
540 GAME PLOY (nap) 


GOING: Good. .STALLS: 5T lo 7f - stands side; round course side - 
DKAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Left-hand, U-shaped course. Hm and Ideal for the powerful jtaDopcx. 

■ Course Is lm S of dry on AJ036. York nation lm. ADMISSION: County Sand S22 
(IB-26 year-olds £14); TsttmaUs S12; Silver King SB (OAFS 52.50]; Coarse Endasnre 
Sji (OAPbSI. 50). Under- 16 s free all aidosures. Car PARK: S2, reminder free. 

■ LEADING TRAINERS WTnj RUNNERS: If Some — 22 winners ftoro 1 14 runners 
gtvcsn success ratia of 20.2% and a pro Otto a &l level Make of 532.47; J Gooden— 18 
trfnnas, 90 nomas, 2tL5%,-£l8.48;R Hannan-— IE winners, 139hmnv, 103H, -53087; 
P Cole — 12 wi nners. 8 6 runners. 14.8%, -521.82. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: L Dettori — 40 winners, 104 rides, 24.4*, +555.40; Pat Ed- 
dery — 32 winners. I8i rides, 37.7%, -56.53; JRetd — 20 winners, 141 rides, 14.2%, 

, -531Jil;WKSwtalmn— lBwtanm, 130 rides, 14.0%, +5868. 

BLINKERED FIRST THEE: None. WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAPS: None. 

I LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Usjor Change 45 . 10) sere Z7B miles by Mbs Gaj KeDeway 
Ttwn "Whtowrhe, Dorad. 

PjTficl WtHAM HLLHANDICAP (CLASS B) £25000 addedH| 
3Y0 7f Penalty Value £20^88 WW 

1 UD- FUN GALORE (USA] (288) (D) (l*S8 H AI UaUam) B Hft9 7 NfBal 69 

2 12082 5FraXAUP3)MJCSmdraJBaUni94 LDaOnllS S3 

3 1203 CMEMAPARAMSO (IQ [Ur ChaKcCef WH^IO P 046 94 TQdn9 97 

4 210-02 BTHErAMOnBwa)tS)(D) Wi0oeD atA i >r rnn ut KMcAidlfc9 0JFEffnl7 S3 

5 66400- BWY0U?nYS0«ytl87)ft*-R»«QitW TEaaBrt)y9D K Man 14 78 

S 021-5 UHPtE (Mf (1^ (Qf](nie Artnanhp) 8 Hannon B It PmBUayUHB 

7 Mb »YSEHJ(llSA)(19U p}(l*H8aJSfltan)ECirtip811 WRjanS 107 

8' 831-3 COSNIOn^tsaiineCoMfta^gMdlplUiiMiSlfi XDartay20 ^6 1 

9 1260-2 D0UBL5J niMr D H Amiap) K M oAiJBb 8 B i H J Haas* 10 102 

to 323125 NCMDRE MR WCEBDV (9) DM Ms Carol P MPhal] EAlsnnSB IlkMifS 

11 -42006 HMTWflWC RBA) (19) Sul) J G SnfttvOflXXime 8 6 F Ljncb [3) 7 IDS 

12 134G3 AHRUHAN (Hi (MrHandn AI M*nsn) PWaft^n 86 AM* 19 100 

13 520-10 MEET fUBHT p) (W C H Swam) JJOAfed 83 J Canal 11104 

| 14 321-23 MTMCXtU>IMrDG0ata)WU*82 Mats Dwyer (3) 3 S3 

J5 (XHM1 ng .BDeflMdl2 90 

18 Itmo JAMW%nnmm|WRMWlBlEriRWUBler7]3 DUMSdB 98 

11 03321 SRS(TWMaEC14HWMANBrdMBel7l3 i i H ltt*w B 4102 

18 552 OlUKIffHIZ(21)0*RCdenvniJVMB7l3 LCtanadtlS 98 

19 5164-0 PERUSES (19) Mr J DMd AMO M Johnson 7 12 TWul 96 

20 30-620 BA«roHEC13} Odd SwyC*B)J Warn 711 RCariHalS 87 

-aodaderad- . 

ffilTWCt 7-1 Ones*) PnrafcO, 8-1 SfMCtSHdl, 10-1 CusaLc Prince, 12-1 Jeftaiy Amttwtred, Trtptt 
Hay, Tayaear, DoaNeJ, Namare m Moe0y. An*h«, Jurf Mek, The ^ Fox, SBant Mrada, 16-1 
otten 

1996: Pofen Spingt 3 8 6 B rhomaon 14-1 (B WS «*aw ® 14 wr 
FORM GUIDE 

FUN WLORE has thataw»uredkiside<kBwaneithi*Na»i*iry debut wamer (hem Wolf Mou>- 
lain) was consdero) 3)00 enou^i to contest ttie Cnampo»» Stakes a Goodwood He flopped 
then, but looks up to beotkig handkappere. Ed talop wnt do« «4tfi Wlnw Romance m 

Mas last year and Teyeewr k me danfier. Hb propesMd wall at two to dated a bigfcld at 

Radcar at me backend and he also has a pod draw. It locks tight between SpewlMdl, Just 
Nick end triple Hay on Nowrofret running behind Green Jmal tome staWe as Trtfa Hay) 
a lortnuju ap>. Oneme PmeSwi, in a strong race at Doncaster ten days 003, has pcad; 
tattles, me Cosmic Prtic« and Anuhan have tt id do Calacttou FUN SUOHE 


ooel DUKE OF YORK INTERN ATIONAL FACTORS STAKES 

i ±rr ,l (Group 3) (CLASS A) £40jD00 added Bf £38,400 

1 00112- DOTVJBff (HQd87) nc&rfopetf Saa9dtaSuDor596 KMqrBU4 

2 60530- DANHUWMZR(25O)(D)WrMTatnlNCdb0w)494 PatEdd«y2112 

3 0050-1 AVBUI (U9 (D)(Ur D J DaeO W Iftjr 690 RRMM71Z6 

4 0610-1 ROrALAmAUSE(54)(Ci8(MdaMnAIMsMoum)BMs490 MWM1113 

5 022-25 miKR0QF(12)(DHBF)(MsPWHarrsl P Hants 5 BO G1M6U3 

a 1/192- BUJE DUSISt (USA) (250) (DIKoddlptinl S dn Suoor4B 11 UMfaal9125 

7 44-243 CARRAMn(ll}(CD)(|amDlanBAB0CttedBraftR7811 ICamflRlOS 

8 1112-1 FXRHANA (29) (Dt M A Rxstdd W bns 4 B 11 TQdm4115 

9 51550 OTDWOOO HOWP (30) M (MrG HwHti-SprtO R Hannon 4 S U_Mie OTJaB 3 JOB 

10 12021 RGIIAII SPARK CU) (0) 0* Fort ftady) W G M Tifiw 3 8 5 M j Kkum 10 106 

-lOdecLwed- 

BEITMOEA-l Rnyat Apylme, 4-1 Blue Duster, 9-2 DRUeat, UO Man, H MneUD Dmcct, 
1M CMmtta, 14-1 AnrU, Mm Spark, IB-1 ottm 
1996: Vertue Cosata 7 9 0 R Cochrane 11-1 (D Mdrfc) damn (91 12 ran 
FORM GUDE 

ROYAL APPLAUSE has a (avouraUe km draw ana unwed at Doncaster that he’s back to 
something I he his useful Juvefifle ability. He pinged oner thas turf to win hb Glmcrack and 4 
b Dteiy he's made enou£i pro&eas id rawaa Haydock Park Spnnt lonn wtth tha OBy Blue 
Duster, who hasn't raced stnoe. DHTldent could be stretched with his 61b penalty for his 
narrow win from Lucayan Pmce rf The DtaOem. and Danahlfl Dance, another classy Juw- 
nle, a preferred even though he woUU ll<e the sound a bft soflBr. Feriwaa ettid And the 
ffouno wo thnly, ana kuRan Spark is asked a stBin question against hte etdars. 

C election: ROYAL APPLAUSE 

r5T|7%l VORKSHRE CUP (Grotgl 2) (CLASS A) £7tyOOOatfcfedHHga 

L~rJ lmSf 194yds Penalty Value £55^39 MMH 

1 /112t>- CUSSK CU3E (221} (CD) (GodtftMl) Saesd Un Dot 5 9 0 L Dotted 3 125 

2 32000 5AOIAI»ff(l$fQ(OBCkyPMSndMSttUe6B12 KDwtcy 7 117 

3 1121-4 (S£RIC(ra(CD)MOntqMrSpenGB)DMafey589 Pat Eddery 2 115 

4 51203 KEYTDliy HEART (2Q|CQ(B() (Ms MUem^ MssSHel789 K Mob 5 112 

5 12260 KDTIA(13)MHaTdanAI MMmi^ RAmEnng589 B Mb 4 111 

6 '42&3 MOHS (13) (Ms E H VBS^f) L CUBSHi 4 B 9 ’ IWwwrllOB 

7 13566 SAMtAAN (USA) [13){D}(MrKM AHMwfl JDurtop48B 1 Orion B 112 

8 128-22 WUMKXMDBi (IQ (O) (Mataum M Msfcnun) B Hfc4S 9 MM*9U2 

9 4524-1 MnBllliaBAFHW(2a)MlMDes«nm|MStou«4B6 JMiKkMM 8 115 

-9decmcd- 

BETTItG: 114 CJ«**te Clclie, 9-2 Cekric, WbReaskr Aflbk, 134 Katta, 8-1 Meat, BSaNMder, 
10-1 lay 1b My Knit, 14-i others 

199ft dusk: Cfchs 4 9 0 M j Khans 2-1 (Saeed bin Sum) aam (5) 5 tan 
FORM GUDE 

What a cracker in sore vwth the staying power of Ctealc CScha against Gw tun-oHbot of 
reitwn ctassic Cttche has a reewd to presme, having won flntttJmo uponrihe pan 
three years, when Indudtt the Danse and tha race 12 mcratw apt when he saw off Strate- 
0c Choice. A measure of the tree class of the St Lapr winner woe shewn when ha flnahed 
second to Partine In the King George after ids Ascot Gold Cup win. tti vecffinSa/B evidence 
Ihe sound Is fast enougi tor Celenc. *ho Ueelly wants It I»b a road. Pat Eddery Is the cho- 
sen penner on the radremer* of WBSa Canon, and the getting returned id action looking as 
gpoa as ever at Nawmartet a (brtn(0tt S0J. That 12 ftrtongs was too sftarp fbr Hm and he 
won at this fixture last year on Ns second start. He has profcaraed from handfcaps Into a 
dan Buyer and his ability to quicken up means that Ctasac Ctfcha wM haw to be ki top 
condition to beat him. Mm, third to Time Allowed In the Netwnerkat race, was a couple at 
lengths ahead of Celenc. He was thus rerersirtB St Le0ir fern whh Sanaa**. WMtewatar 
AdSHr is a tou0i tffly, though with more on her plate after kandng ma John Fkxter at Naw- 
burySie can beat Kutta flhlnfl and Sacramect (seversh), but Swrvaan (tBrnh) cotdd 
be a different proposition today now that ha has wo runs under his bolt, Wewa n d n r tacks 
the pace to and Hey To My Heart may also find the company too hot. 

MecftoreCaSRC 


OAAI MCHAEL SEELY MEMORIAL GLASGOW SHAKES I ffWMSd 
l™l (CLASS B) £25/000 added 3Y01nt2f85)ris £9^81 

1 10 - ASU(20D(God^ni»SasmbnSuap812 LDsttodl S3 

2 16 SOPHOMORE (26) (BF) (Mr KAMublB HRs 8 12 MHMs6 77 

3 3 GRS( PALACE (2Q (Bf) Bml BkhSaxH M SaxJD 8 9 UJXtaml 94 

4 5-2 RAMMKICH{2Q(H39noridsSlU0J Dii4op89 PatEddwyS 88 

5 2- 8H<n(Z446>0(MKintlaiA(MattuiyWltan89 R Ms 6115 

6 323- SYMOns ■■ (206) (BR (Maquea <to MDQQIa) J FtaGarid 8 9 KFMoa4113 

-Sdadared- 

BEmuS: 3-1 Asas. 7-2 Rbtanlck, Shaya, 92 Break Palace, 5-1 Spaoodi tan, 8-1 SayAOBMis 
1998: Dr Mredn 3 8 12 M J Nnsrc 84 tn [M Stauta) d3Mi (4) 6 nn 
FORM GUIDE 

Two poor rws have to be discounted to consider eaherAaae or Saphareote, and SHAYMe- 
looks best. w e B-t pffm iod when raced just me once at two, Shoya ran graen in second id 
C ape Cross at Doncaaur wdh Voyagers Quest three lertgtns beck In thnd. Shaya merits ms 
lor^ tTta end tha saMbReshR mbs snaip enough at Newbuy last month ahen four lertfhs 
too gpod fur Greek Pataca, who started ftwounta on Its debut. A half-brother to VbrkstiirE 
Oaks winner HeBene, Greek Palaoe staid improve, espeaaOy over this longer trip. Asas 
looked really smart with a debut wi at Newnraiket last October, but he Bopped bediy be- 
hind sobiemate MedBBQr In the Racing Rost. Sophomore Called to pm his running bahmd 
Royal Amaratm at Newbury when he started tbvwmta on The strengm of he dtait wn at 
Doncaster last backend. RakmCch has pCarfly of Improvement to ocme after hu second to 
the hotpot Uamalik at Nevrixny. SctocUon: SHAYA 

TRAVELLING THE TURF MADEN STAKES (CLASS D) £8,000 

L™ilJ added 2Y0 6f Penaity value £5^92 

1 APIBt1ICIMM|MrKAtrtgg)8Hfe90 ; MMkl 

2 -AnAKncWBK(ASMcRBcngLkntBd}UAlinstDn9a INaHerB 

3 24 HAPPY DAYS (LUP^ BA JWBaratfiDVkrfSl 90 Dam MoRtat (3) 2 

4 HARNABE (At*n kwestmersal M Chanun 9 0 PttUfayS 

5 JULES JBMEMAh Ale R Conhfil MOepnenSO GDMMM7 

G S IAKHAM) PHBE (B) (MrJ G VHe) PBora 90 IFEgmB 

7 MOWSAJHI (USA) (Sodriphin) S th Sapor 9 0 J. Dettori 8 

8 NMLESOiRHPrtnoeRM&akian) PCoieBO TQi*n4 

9 BBlADERAtMsDWhgONTHifrSS KOBriqrS 

. . -Odedamd- 

EETTtNG: 94 WlW*, S3 Manra(t*h 9-2 Altar Tbs Rata, 1341 Attaittc VUeg, 1IV1 Haneigkr, 16-1 
Lakstaad Mrk% 20-1 Happy Days, 25-1 aflms. 

199Bt Belgaa 2 0 0 T <>■» S-l (P Cnia) rkann (2) 5 ran 
FORUSUDE 

This Is naried on tor e neucomar with Mo Bs aj eni , After TbaRaki and WALES hatog from 

ptwerfri stables. Paul Cole’s juveniles are ataiaso tough to beat firetbnie end the sttae won 
the race last year wflh Bdffwta, so Wbles is iha choice. He Is an early toal by Canrieon out 
of an tosh Oaks winner and thus a haR-brothar to the decent Rqodtan. Berry hate introduces 
only his second juvenfle of the season tn Altar the Ram who, Ike Wrias. is out of a Ram- 
bovr Quest mare. This Vto mid be on ihe Mwp side tor a son of Rentfi Derby winner Sanganv 
ore, whose only Juwntie run was over a mOe. SetaetlaB: WALES 

l AA.nl BERRY magkxml CENTENARY HANDICAP (CLASS o 
£30000 added 3YD lm Penalty Value £8^85 

1 14-30 IttSH ACCORD (USA) (19) (Mr P A Leonsnl) MsJRansden97 1 Carol G 

2 321060 FOOrBAnNLMMM(npirJEBURHtMieed92 FIjnehWffl 

3 26-251 IKRaiO(U)(ll)(LkAMAMUBni)GLe«fe92M BOoBeklll 

4 1-0013 BOLD OMBfnLfiqgggmiB’M tabor) NCMhgun 90 IDstaLl* 

5 3124 KALMUd9)(a«taaKCk4ilPC0le90 TQrinalS 

6 135 CALYPSO LADT (11)MF) 04s DMTMg«R tenon B 12 DMsOllattB 

7 113-00 BRAM»NJACK{lQ{MRPBMltafeori)IBltt«ai2 HHtM Dwyer (3) 13 

8 31-04 QVHUDYOU (USA) (13) (P) QteOTnAI VWacMTT) E DuScpBll ■■■■JtMoaT 

9 543-01 GREAT OSD (Q Of (Mr Sated SriaQ MStarie81K5B0 MJKtaaaal 

ID 230-55 HANrY8AABtn)nacklMoE«n)JteiyB10 KDatay3 

U 33-524 IWSSt KACiE[l3)0LrPeerEknday)KMcAM(to810 WJIWSomorB 

22 13 C4PEIWSCDrr{2B)n(nBMdsS»aRmsre«)JGkMr830 6 Ether ID 


231- CNffiOH (23m C and A E Sggwrti) Mra J tansden 8 9 »Fritw2 

26-100 SHAHS DEUGHr(UJ(M’ALRMrtn1 BHDs 8 9 Mite 12 

056-1 KBnBMtASlHR(19] (D)(Wnflkmr0ime8sHakltatari JDjrtap86-PatDMsry4 


16 066064 l CANT RBIQBSI (90 (DJQteer Graham (bong P Evans 85. 


JFE0M1A 

17 60604 OUT OF SJGKI (19) (t* D J Alenl 3 MciHcn S 4 LNMtml? 

18 55423 BOUfflieWf ® iSrhei WesSTOCiaTEasjabyBl LChamodllS 

19 00362 SUAHT SPVBT £10) (Mrs SROhante S t^iJUe M fteveley 7 10 1 Lmn 5 

BETIBMe 7-1 araatCMAB-lltaraBD, Keammm Star, U-lCalypsa Lady, 12-lBota Drtaatri, Over 
ta Ybe, Caetkn, Scaat Spktt, M-l otten 
IBBfle Ussie 3 8 7 R CDdsane 61 co tar (W KaggM dfflwi (12) 13 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Tha fakaiy motet leaders KENNEMARA SXAR and Orea* Ctifld have been lucky with an in- 
Rda (feaw. John Dunlop has done so wet vrfth las hanifieappers on iMs course over the years 
and Kememan Star Is a half-brother tn hm hardy wamors Dawning Street and Special Dawn. 
Juventa promise wes shown and hermemara Star was pcched rao a Leicester hand cap off 
only 70 last month and won ft without breakkig sweat He strfl tooks m an eyscalcltlng marts 
(7b h|0w] and Pat Eddery lakes thB nde woh only tour bakw them in the weigws. &aat 
ChU has a Sb penalty tor Iw Chester win last weak faynJeHtayAnothened. He should also 
pragreos tonher and may aaan hold the dose thud, BoRla Tarty |N0i drawtodayt, I Cant 
Raiw amba r (fourth on Ms favorite course) and Foot BatMton (etfth). Ohwer Fesaer re- 
ported met Over To You rfidnt nay at Newmerkat tint 2ft last true. He's a race type who 
ootid mU reverse Pontefract form with Captafei Scott (thud to Future Perfect) despite be- 
ing a pound worm tn. Caottoa Is without a recent tun, but iNs «y w as useful test term, 
shell Ha the ground and, with a good draw, rates the stable pick over Irish Accord. Ca- 
lypso Lady loots weighted to the hA, but T Tgiu B o statid 0> weD now that he's confirmed 
sorter promise wOh an easy maiden win at Warwick, Bold Oriental was reposed at Kemp- 
ton after wtonmg a week race at Bam. and Ktedca doesn't look hardy erxnwi tor th» task. 

gnlnctknr KENNEMAHA STAR 

re^lnl LEVY BOARD SEVENTH RACE RATED HANDICAP (CLASS B) 
Lg-^l £13j000 added lin 2f 8^ds Penalty Value £S,792 

1 30-01 ROCKV OASS (USA) 09)88 (MaUDnn Al MakoMn) M Sms 4 9 7 NJI0MW2 

2 26006 COTiatCWff (37)(MrJNevB8)J Ne4toB96 IWeawr4 

3 20305- ST0RUiE(ifi^(nTeanyUneP8nnefm4i)DMx4lra4S3 itebawl 

4 MB- MW»SW6)S(l99)aiwf3^ro«JDurtop493 KOsrinyS 

5 2001-6 OANBBI (12) UngJb Dimes RMHOKji5B2 XMeiSB 

6 -02301 MAHRCHANGE(22) ndhetaalnOneRiintaSplSsy Itetawy591 GDaBkHlS 

7 1556- MAIDSICA5Il£(22mD)(SMM)MalBrTiiied)J6CRtan4 90 L Dettori 11 

8 1596 RED R0B80(GAf4 (371) (CHLcaymStuOR Aldus 4 8 13 RMilO 

9 10065 GAMEP107{POIJ m(D)<MrKevaiRKpBEinADIh)diJanes5811 — PdBHsyl2 

10 23366 ERAHD0HHAacp)»VRPBI<ichBeten)ia*tng4eil . ■ ■ Jl«s 14 

11 10505 UINBURPCmmBaiuheSludLkl)BMcMahan481D LHswtoe8 

12 13362 <SNEMEAiBNB(2q(Q|l»Glfe«BC11ttnu\489 D— Mc tt wB 

13 06421 CHAM%GKPWCE(19in(Ma0unFaedPtens4B9 Cljmlliar(7)9 

14 00330 STAR MANACBt (USA) (Ifl 6V U Alta P Cole 7 8 8 „TQtea7 

— 14 dsdmt — 

BEnm; 61 RDdV (toris, Ur2 M^or Ctou», 74 Ctaa Bsn, 61 Msidea CBdto, 6M Ma A Rb« 
PteqpngisPrtaca, 12-1 WshfeaSwds, Red Bobbo, 6«nB Plcy,BraadCQl*m°, tar Mtnagsr. 261 
ottan 

1998: key To % Hssit 6 9 5 J Vfeonr 12-1 (Mte S Hall Own D) 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Derek Haydn Jonas Is having winners sfl over the ptaoe and Gaiae Ploy Is ruled on to go 
dose after an encashing fifth to Break The Ritias at Cheetar. He improwd 21lb thrautfi 1 
last yeer and the Chaster nm (Brandon Maac held) suggests he Hasn't finished yet. Hew- 
ever, although ROCKY OASIS'S madsn win from younger rivals at Letoester wasntthai Im- 
pressive, he settled better that Day after ptAng hart in a hot race at Newmarket Rocky 
Oasis has promoed to be smart and would be up to defying the burden If back to the torm 
that enabled him to stretch St Le^sr winner Shantou at Sundown a yeer ego- Champagne 
Prince was vary pmeat Newmarket a tonnlgn ap. That wm toflowed a fine second to Ma- 
jor Charts at Epsom and, wtth the apprentice's claim, he meea Major Change on 8fb bel- 
ter terms. Clan Ben wS be better tor tw recent run and meets Game Ploy on 101b briar 
terms compered to ton-ground torm at Newbury last September. Rad Robbo has to be rf 
taterea having Ms first run fcr Reg AhelMSt Sd ec floa : BOOCT OASIS 


R E S U LTS 
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YORK 

2L0& 1. PAPHUNG (L Dettoii) 8-11 tar, 2. 
ChariMta Camay 11-4; 3. BaR Omni 61 
5 MR. % 9. (L Comeh, MomaUhsO. Tote 
£JJK>. Rao. CLM. OF: £1.50. CSF: £ 2.74. 
Z3& 1. TWICE AS SHARP (G ttnd) 161: 
laao ifl Vanmo 261; 3. Htehops Opart 
135Tw. 14 ran. ‘A, V*. P H^ns^Berttiwrv- 

sted). Tote £10.8Ch£2.60.£4.00£L90. 
DR £5720. CSF; £13043. TifCDd: £455-28. 
Trio: £137^0. 

3-UO: 1. BENNY THE Dtp (0 Pesler) 
100-30 ter, 2. Dosert Story 4-1; 3. W“™1" 
sal 61. 9 ran. 0 Goafen, NerenarieO- 

Tote: £450; £1.70. £L8CL £2^0. DR £6-16 
CSF: tlB.08. Tito: E22JBO. 

3^0:1. CENTRE STALLS ft Qutnni 161; 
2. Prince Babar 61: 3. InaAtaMa 61. 14 
ran. 61 flav Harnm«BWrL2^ ,1V* 
son Hcwsiwn, DWcoO.Thtos £13.70; £3A), 
S.iaS.00. DR £4940. CSR £70.76, 7H- 
ease £386.62. TrW £80.70. 

4k. 10- JL BODYGUARD (T Quinn) 2-7 tov; 
2 . Oot Ute MaCkr 12-1' a iackerin 15-2. 

f i an. Df: £3.10. CS F: £4J6. . . 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Kennemara Star 
(York 4^0) 

NB: Sovereigns Court 
(York SL 50) 

T f^ £19&&3 - Tna 

V.. LSS: L 

■■■■HfigfiSSHEBJta** 

-.ssraasE w«Sv 

m aa. lbf Woodl ands Senfag- 


RAGING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 


LIVE r.OMMEHl*" 1 



3^0: 1. IAIHMPI (X AopuiC 13-2; 2. Flow 
Back 7-1; a. Tea Tbe Ttoo 14-JL 10 ran. 64 
fev Reverse Thrust 4, It M Bo&frTMK 
£750; £2.60, £2.60. £336 DR £20.60. 
CSR fS012 Tdoasc £573*83, Tikx ELU3M; 
£71X55 carded tawart to York 440 room'. 

4.00: 3. SPECIAL BEAT 613 

fav; 2. Rnstaaway 12 -1; 3. U rd Fritay.61. 
8 ran. DM, 23. IN Henderson). Tote £L60: 
£L10, a.70, £2J6 DF: £620. CSR 
£8J20. 

. 430:1. MISS MBXBROOK (Mr EWritomsi 

2-1 fav; 2-Trtfast Lad 61; 3. RcrtyBridria 

£12.61. Trio: £28.60. . __ 

5.00: dL CASTLE OWEN (Mr R Thomton) 
4-5 few 2. Chmaoion Onto 62; 3. Be ta 
Space 12-L 10 ran. 12, a (D Mch^orO- 
tSk£ 160; fxm £L2a f£ia DR £2i». 
CSR r? in . Trio: £22.90. NR: Deep C Ora. 
Macepofc £24.00-^dpot^l5-40. 
Place B: £iail- Ptaoe 5: £17.77. 

UNGF1ELD 

2 J5; a. DAYRELLA (M Roberts) 14-1; 2- 

Hcmera Bay 261; a And Wcndera 

7-2 tw Hauer Grit M«r. «. 
nk. (W Muir, Le^dourrO. Tate £14 JO; 
£230. £930. £1620. DR ^ 

£256.88. TlkSSSC £4^90JB-TW SSg® 0 - 
HAS: 1. PETDSKH4 (M WShwn) }**£ 
fav: a. Oae OfMbe Rag 62; ittarof* 
Drawn 161. 8 ran. 1 68 ft fev Bam ban oo 
|4th>. 3>A, 1 y Peanra, Ng^w'SS' 
£2.40; £120, £140. DR £2.90. CSR 
£640. 

320: 3- SMART BOY (C Rutter) 16-1; 2. 
eve 7-1; 3. AncfcorVartww 
lZlTe Bte 168 fW ScarieffCresota wag. 
5, 3. (P Cote, Whatcomba). Tate. £^-2j£ 
£2.00, £230. OR £2320. CSR £66-06. NFC 


; Tffl 1. RESIST THE FORCE (R HrencM 

■ 9-2; a. Brian 7-2 ter, 3- 

n ifegSSjS-«P .HtiHten) 

26 fav, 2. Oaodbye ftabmmlD61;3.3MP 
gira- ifLi 13 ron. 2a 6- (M Scout®. New- 
K tateiilb: 0 . 10 , 07.10. 
£^‘dT^ 0.70. WR £118.63. Tta 
£88.00 

4 JSOr i. CANTON VENTURE (Wf^ar) 7-t 
3 Mbfnr AuiW* n 161; 3. In The Money 
10 - 1 . 13 raft. 4-l gtog G anaal Hb vct 
U nnalL 5,3.® WbOtBL NBWmBkOO. TMK 

80 : £15M7 oanW toward 10 York 

BsSfflftSSRSST 

■ David Walsh yesterday re- 
ceived a f onr-week ban for fafl- 
ingadmgtest. Ihe 22-year-^*' 

whoweotckwtotodmgthe 


ton Bank in March, has bem 
stood down on Satmday until 16 
June. 

■ Bookmaker Sonny 


Racing Bookmakers. 

2 June to dear his debt. 
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HYPERION 

2cL5 Percy-B 2,45 Saffron Rose 3.20 
Badtesraara3^Kewarra420CtievalRbc4S0 
Lonely Haart 5^0 Tegspoto 

i GCHNG: Good to rtnn {Good final tor 80- 
STALLS: Straight couise - fergkle; lmSf-lnride; Invlf-standB 
side. 

maw ADVANTAGE: Ifighoumbess may have an edp) up to 7t 

■ HgMrtand canrae, mainly uphDl and tesUdg. 

■ Coutse is 3TOSW of efty off A3094. SsBsbuiy station (London. 
Watcrioo^xiMer Tine) 3m, BotaenteU) oourae, ADMISSION: 
Member* S 13; Ttoerwlte 19; Cooree&icloaurefi'l (accompanied 
iB*der- 16 s aD ewrioeons). . CAR PARK: Free. 

BUNKERED FIRST TOCB: None. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNBHS: Doable ABepw) (3.SM) has been sett: 
264 mflt» by M Johrewn from Mddkham. Wonh Yrutohira. 

lO 1C| WARMiNSTHR MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
l*" L9 l D) £4,350 added 2YO 5f 

1 IWMUCHRE (USA) PCoieBO HCodnaa2 

2 0 0ISH(19)USP1UM190 RFteadi(5)l 

3 5 PEBC7-P (47) W MAr 9 D ; IBririB 

4 POOL MUSIC R Hamm 9 0 RHO0MS4 

5 HODMA (USA) G teak 9 0 PwriBMaiyr 

G SIRSHG NM M Chamn 9 0 BPsrtsmS 

7 TAKEATUHNMOoTlQnBO PPMlSlfarBB 

8 COMFMDOHE U Bttnriart 8 9 IQvtoaS 

9 PEDUM B Meehan 8 9~- J togsl 

BEnnKk 5-2 ItocrinsMra, B-l Pool Mnsic, Badtala, 7~1 Fsrcy^P, Sbkteg 

Kbg, taka ATtaa, HM. Coripratora, Prising 261 Otrii 


4 53032 AMJMY(G)MQnnnaiB5 

5 54064 SARB0NMSE(lMMGMta94. 

6 06500 HADAWAH (USA) J Distop 9 4 — 

7 0-12 BRAVE BWOV (22) M HeaHxt£BS 9 3 - 

8 40835 CMOS QUEST [iq 91- 

9 8050 BtrtNBR (16) D Uuray SmWi 9 0 

10 00532 MHDHEMfflOfl Hanoi SO 


[oIbI DRUIDS HANDICAP (CLASS E) £AJ025 
LSZrJ added 3Y0 lm 

1 -15320 F8BTa«NC£(22)DB»Drti97 PariBUeqrM 

2 -04234 AB0»® FOBEALIKi [245T Ltts9 6 — A9AritanR12 

3 00356 PALAB40N (2fld) 6 Battg 9 5 ACttritA 


HYPERION 

1*55 ftalleglo 2L25 Mfttary Academy 3J30 Nl- 
jway 330 LMathen 4 jOO Charflstiona 430 
Savoy SLOP OW Bombay . 

GOING: Good to Soft. 

■ ffigtarbsnd ramse wlfli sharp tnms. RarMn 280yiLi 
B Goutae ta In Scone Palace PSfc, 4n N of town odAPS. Buaea 
from Pmh stsikw Cacrvfce from Dondee) 4m. AIHdLli8J10N:M»»- 

bffl>iJ2;ltaierealk*P3ddr ) (i57(OArt<tc(hBhM£4),-C<Kin« 

12. CAR PARK: £6 Plotic area taftaifing max H ariuis, renaln- 
der free. 

BUNKERED FIRST TWR: Sbt daks (4.00). 

WINNERS IN OBE LAST SEVEN DAYS; Nbne. 
LONM0UNGE RONNBU: GoU Ffecna (3.00) ate 3aSnrila» 
by B RoUiweD from Malum, North Toriohlre; Six Oedra (4 JO) 
ft Q ucnnwii y p&JO) «w ggg mftw by J FtaGeraM from Nor- 
low. Worth Torkdritt. 

p| ECl PIMMS CHARITY POLO TOURNAMENT 
l—^i NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4)500 added 2m 

1 -13U5 luiiEHnpqnpMoiaimgiiu jecsta 

2 -0GQR2 JUCUW(U}(njHirinon611D NMtaam 

3 164P0 ASSWEONdqmRManSUO BStany 

4 MFW IQHC*RfflttEB(aDSEttS)l*s56Klune8110—— 

M rHftarfimfll 

5 23-F63 WROMHkHBdHjfHJlMHsrnmoritSllO^— ROantly 

6 BOM 8ESAL.00MAII (2DMaHterttHC6 110 KJ Man os 

7 3PF42 SFECnEWOM [U) F JfiSST 7 11 0 LfrTJBsnyfT) 

8 MP53 SW«AIA5Wei«SCWi91L0„ MtsHCtak(7) 


JPMB|hr(5)17 

RCoctaraeO 

BDqlalS 

5Dnan8 

AHcBtansll 

D teaman 3 



U ODO AB HVD Y KMOG (U) R Chattsi 8 13 T Spate 2 

12 4000-5 SUN OTBOL (Ifl) J AmaU 8 13 CAdfarS 

13 00686 MYOSOHS (177) P MsMn 8 11 SSaadanlfi 

14 0060 KS9PSM(E (IS) M UriwSll MRotartil 

15 CMS DR WOOOSTCCX (IQ M Meads 8 8 F Norton 13 

IS OEM) BLUE Btt’BHAL PQ (29 J teb 8 7 MHSriy(M7 

17 050 AfiBLTHIilBtaJIPCUndBlSS R Parian 18 

IB 0006 RACMB HEART (223) P Msioi 8 4 DlWterifl 

-lgdsctead- 

BERRKc 61 Ateiray, 7-1 Ftet Obaaca, Biawi Bwey. kawdmam, 161 
Around fare ten, Ito te al, 12-lSsBhai Hoaa, Ctafta Qnari, Byte, 
ArHjdY Kao*. 161 rite** 

foool DURNFORD STAKES (CLASS C) £7,500 
L2™5 iJ added 3Y0 lm 4f 

1 2-1 BADLESIBS: (USA) (U) P0da9 1 CRritor2 

2 62 DOUSE AL1EBB1 f SA) (19) M Jflhnsm 8 12 Ji RDbortt 3 

3 4Q2DO HBEMEBCgH Morton 8.1? JHfe»ro4 

4 6 BtjnLCR0MM<22S)PCnarito^rai8U IfMdl 

-4dsctead- 

BETtwa U4fl Bariasawro. 7-a PodWa AA ngaL tari team, 62 Htetor 


TRYON HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5*000 
added 7f 

BAAND (ER) fig (BF) tedyNatei 6 ID 0__P Dos (1) 12 
BAHOS MWUJB f (5fl P Buflsr B ID 0— P P te apky B IB 

1 D Hotrod 2 

AHOTL DAK (HQ M HeSDn-Bs 5 9 11 MBntartiSV 

AWStraK(UI)inDBeaanti4 98 

UMBteBllV 

WWTESETTLBt (15) (D) B HoOBB 4 9 4 Rmwrih(S)G 

MAMSW (USA) (5Q (D) (BF) P MudV* 9 0--S Dreroie 7 

HJHR1A (219) SMrior 3 8 13 NWWraalO 

BALANCE OF POWSt (22) n S Dow 5 8 13 — AWyRl 
TanyD7(l£)RCuirtngiiraftf»n4B13-JSprete4B 
SLNBBBNS COURT 003) LG Cotmlti B 13— J 9M 18 


1 03410- 

2 211-60 

3 5*521- 

4 -14000 

5 536-10 

6 16-005 

7 1230-0 

8 3-1110 

9 20206 

10 80650 

11 005050 

12 50302- 


9 MPOO A*nORAONB(2fl) UTodhurw6109 — C McCtracfc (7) 
-fldaebrad- 

BEn»e;7-4RMto0D, U4Kmammto,3id* Oeto, 13-2 Asbaiaod, 

61 SpacfcaBreta 184 Sialtei saint, 261 BsearitaaBridgSjfiM rib- 


RTocl MA(3K)NALJ)S NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
Lr=£J E) £3,000 added 3m uoyds 

1 (13136 MilWTACAfiQIYOT (D|GRKr»tis81112_PCareiiTy 

2 504031 remJWSKlB4(2^(C5JHJi*rttD61i6Ji)MtoJS« 

3 240830 aflOMI«SPI«S{2g(CO)MsOThomwi8111J.OTtea 

4 OP3060 JNBMSniWM (19) J J Oltei 10 U 0 LOooparP) 

5 OF RALBUNBRAUH(22)MsSBratune5110 

. — MrMtartaadfT) 

6 6 SCAUYBEAU(27)Liirg}8110 HSUf#* 

7 6F423P snOMAUMfiBPOieeriiaJdi7UO »S Stem 

8 OPP QULEPOiirB2)DUn*6l0B -J fa* 

9 069DOP MEU0MECR(5)WYBufg8109 JJmtioe(7) 

30 OFPOOO OnWN(31)WRe£d5109 Tfete 

-lOitodarsd- 

gntltt 1M PaMMmto njBli M HBaiy Acadam, 61 
Sba&mg. 161 2M 8aM« RspA Safljr Bate 

361 rites 

foTuTI RHONE-POULENC PROTECTION HW 
CHASE (CLASS E) £5,000 added 3m 

1 340FD1 EAST HOUSTON 056) JJONei 8 U ID — JMefinfaCS) 

2 40U1P KALAJO(22)mBLfa3a^rt7114 - C Ut 

3 P231P1 TOqm TEST [03(03 Jencdfcto7 111^ ^. 

4 mm W»«Y£15) (C) (D) M 9ames 7 10 10 BStmay 

i 1B3P&4 MAIOMIY MA1OT (U8 (W P Cheeti»nj(Ji 8 ID 3 J S farifa 

6 -P03P3 BUSIYBUDC p5) (CD) PMOrffinh8103 SCrifl 

'7 -4P123 60U)PIG80N[63)B!tothre*8100 R Static 


13 -11505 nm(B9RI«an«812 S«Mbtetbl7 

14 0544-0 RBU«H|48)BiasBi38U. BDoytaB 

15 330000 MI DO (9) M Meads 4 8 10 F Norton 14 

IB 30680 0UTU««MMa(Jff**5aiC NlUyU 

17 40006 HHZP2S)RAMUK589--. AOariiS 

18 302-35 BBi<MM(114)MPMtela|nSB8 RCodnraQ 

18 8014- HAMHO (U^ (D) R Hnw 3 8 7 JtPwterol5 

20 2111-0 NEWLAMK COBNm (4Q(Q1Ne(USt 4 66-0906 5 B 

- 20 dackrad- 

BEITWC: 61 AitM teae, 161 Stem MuR, Arober Port, 12-1 Bland, 
Msuab, Batanro Of Ptoaar, SonwrifaM tart, tot list, Mtotfc Hemp, 
14-1 others 

rjonj RB»HAM OAMNG STAKES (CLASS F) 

l_t___j£^300 added 3YD7T 

1 . 0 F0RnSCHUNmiWWJsn«97 OtMtaalS 

2 06150 M1SIEHIM (17) (D)N lAbnodBn93 P Marts (S3 14 

3 41600 MfBBnWB>PB)RHar»ion9 ? ■ R ftefani4 

4 6 PDHIfflEMOON(U7)URafBBia>Go(l^r92CailtorJB 

5 06200 UST CHANCE (11) DCORgtM 91 11 Brener 7 

6 4256 MHUApoqWGM tomar 813 — ■ -T Spate 2 

7 0 MKHML. IOHD (26) M UadpiKk 8 13— — — Jt ltetay 8 

8 4 MRSFB«HW:CU)R8ueft812 PBtooa«aU12 

9 00624 CHBIAL RK (S3) R Harmon 8 9 RPWteail5 

ID 60 NOT OUT tAO(72JP aiders 9 SOreatoB 

11 50006 C8KLE0FMAac(Ln}PM*nB3 SStedarelT 

12 46660 Rmn»TRlB>f4G)BMttiWl87 B Doyle 3 

13 CM) PMCEOFHWUME(7)MtairiredB7 NUaiS 

14 021-00 PAUUAZZ(U)UHeBde84 FNorioalO 

15 4- mSETTO RQWDME [20Q J S Moos 82. — 

PPliteVRU 

IS 34036 6BB1Y W0SS8MAME (18^(09 MMsaito 8 2MHHByP)l 

17 42550 SXFTT VMS A KIWI (22) A tote 7 12 RPfiaodl^B 

~17dsctewl- 

SI1MB:6Lcaaai torv62% BstaroL BUteMwtaw, U-lladCtenca, 
tepris, Mbs P si u fa las, tthui y V uremi is. 1%teiy A KM. 161 rib- 


KOI NETHBWMMPRMMADBilSBNflES (CLASS 
D) £4y900 added fifes ft mans lm 2f 

0 SLOttfiW MOON M Goy NHiany 4 9 7 RtegtesB 

06 WAB SHAKIY (227) Urt/teMs 49 7 PDoa(7)l 

50060 WteKOSHHOUl'OT DEk»fl49 7 — OfafSteffl? 


8 031F65 BaaffDESnfffflJGoUoeiOO MrOMePteiro 

9 /4424» fBADEAL(41)nSQreMckllU0 FPanatt 

-9dsetarod- 

MWnuin«ghclOa.Tiwhsndfcapa*(gits:BrgDtDflstt5»9s4Ij,iBAOaal 

atu*. 

BETH®: 11-4 fta^i Fast (Aaay, 61 Gait Baratoa, WMateftyriate* 
Grid 1 ^* 00 , 161 btofti, 14-1 Bright Dctttof, 261 Mten 

fo on I BELL&SHE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £41000 added 2m « liflyti* 

1 111-24 UMiOI0(2qp9mMnU)fariey712O.^»PM«n 

2 425F22 DUffiOFPKIH p2)JH Amrson 610 12_ — NWMfamsoe 

3 5311130 FM9WI (22) <D} M Ttadwrtter 8 30 ID RDteMOtiy 

A 1F3F53 CHU.\M»pa)NByerot8100 RBtepte 

5 65006 RBCHI>ia»(FU]taSBndHM5100^RreMr 

-Sdectoied^ 

*flnhiufnBa^l0aTnieh8n(*Mp«^RBrehPiqft(ifla3i3- 
BEnwe 168 UririteB, 114 Mb Of MIL HML CH MttI, 1M 
FtedPitfart 

[ a ri m RSVeS&NEYLANNGMCENCAP HURDLE 
LTTrrJ (CLASS E) £3£00 added 2m UDyds 

1 224211 TAWAH1(USA) (22) pD) M temmerd 8 11 10 — RGrorttty 

2 4U2U1 TfflArYAnW(8)((»)JGl)W«51110a«^TB)ta'R 

3 421330 « CLERKS (F7)m(BF)J«ifiaril4 11 3_PCretafflyB 

4 ftS nPSaii«(Z7)PQMEiniJ0l5101OL ASfaotth 

5 -VB12 CmUSIXMA(U)(CO)JDadda6109 S Metro*! (7) 

6 688 N0M»LEBSS|Fll)ttsD1laiton5U)4_ n .JItoe(l 

7 OPFBPP PM«XHAlZASAR(22)NB)noftSlDO RSqgtia 

-Td s otofiJ- 

MWnun wftyc 10ft. Due landtapwrigic fttae Botaar 8x 12fa 
BETTWtt W tamtt, WtteJ^inWeh, Ctertritosa, iia » Ctaite, 
HoyaU Inti, 361 rites 


4 60 BINT BOSE (27)11 FMESOtHiOdty 3 B 6 

_ D ODonatoa (3) 2 

5 0 EieWlYflD)JFarahffle38B D Bento* 18 

6 26 RASStte (2fi3(Bf} W Hon 3 8 6 PariBddteyll 

7 G6 WBBIiteE (2B3) J Dvratv 3 8 fi 60nyta4 

8 46 IDOMBA (USA) (197) M StoUD 3 8 B A art 9 

9 JUDEP 0*38 6 CRUtarU 

10 0 KEIBOOQt ABA) (27) R Oerfen 3 B 6 DoobHUlS 

11 HUM (USA) L CUnM 3 8 6 OUbkiaS 

12 064-2 L0NB.Y HEABT (10) 0 tewrth 386 RCachans8 

13 6 HSS HBZMBC (206) E Vlheder 3 8 6 ADa(y(S)lS 

14 60 PBSIAN BUJE (U) R Harmon 3 8 6 RPerenM 

15 PUmWENTHDRIH Gay Ke*ev^ 38B__fi Berrien 17 

16 SUER MINRL (USA) R Chaton 3 8 6 T Spoke 32 

17 6 WNBSHAH (GAM) (2X3) M SBMP 3 8 6 D Hotrod E 

IS 83- WESTERH HOW [2 1fe PChap pte+*yEm336 lltaMlD 

BEnwGi tlttritate U4HB0Hp.taaerirai, filtoto, bytee0a.Hte(- 
aro Hoar, 161 Ixatey Haart 13-1 ritom 

FoaI levy BOARD HANDICAP (CLASS D) 

£4*900 added lm 4f 

1 /6521- ffiOSWRO (U31) (D) Ms A PerrtG 4 9 ID 1 Raid 2 

2 04486 6WIAK (USA) 1233) R Hamn 4 90 9Jtetero4 

3 31000 OFEMBUFFUHnnayKriewayeBe 

togkh fa — w re (7)9 

4 0016 RUSSIAN BOSE [2S71JTcier4 9 6 ACteklO 

5 23062 TAPPETO (B) H Caidy 5 9 5 C Rutter 14 

6 1-0001 MA2URBtm(ll)Mnpe494{5nl Paritotayl 

7 542206 NHIA l SSlMlC58)(D)DMunsySmtfi4 813_DlteifMi)3 

8 00406 IBB80WIBK(208)(tQRAkeiiusi6B13^Saa4ea6B 

9 14336 5ER»Bimsr(Z789(CD)mUsLJGael488 

IspMb lteteO JgS 

10 20682 AnAlfflC1Kr(U)(I])BUman4 85 B Doyle 13 

13 12306 AStWl.WSKS(227) M B0M1885 HBotertall 

12 02246 IBBH DES8E Ctel) J AnioU 4 B 4 MHsatyn8 

13 D 112/0 NORNAX LAD pJSA) (14) (D) M Meede 9 8 3_F Norton 12 B 

14 00f6 SOVBtB* CREST p33) C Honpn 4 8 0 IteraT 

-lAdsctored- 

BETTWfcM Uaatek. 162 MtedleMtat, T-nappoto, KrBroHriag, 161 
Pretpm, 14-1 «Mrt Star, 161 Stenk, Opart Boft AsM WSrita. H» 
Derira, 261 rites 


□Tanl UNUTTHOOW NOVICE HUNTER CHASE 
(CLASS H) £2^00 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 -22HF D0HBUE(2ttMtePltotanB126JfePRablH{5) 

2 -13122 HOMMVMAN (21) (BQ KAndsesn 7 12 5 — Mr APwWerffl 

3 1-FUFD MAflBHflT(2n(CDJJB*«:8125— .JIrJI»Wi(7) 

A 36122 HARSH BUN (48) C Stray 6 120 UhSUUw(7) 

5 M-423 aHSPflHB(U}kfasCDBte)nl2120llteVJartan(5) 

8 36566 RSD (Sta L|M taen 12 12 0 teOMoPM(7) 

7 332-F2 SAVOY nenareds 10 120 toptate A0pk«(7) 

8 314123 l)ltL1MMH.tt2) WAM aittn8120-JMrARo>iwn(7) 

BETTlflG: 7-4 Sony, 61 HMyrean, 62 Darin tas, 132 Master KK, 
8-1 WB Travel, 161 Harden etaa,161 Sag Sprag, mated 

H PERTH MAIDEN NH FLAT RACE (CLASS 
H) 2m 110yds 

1 6 »DOULA(49kABMIMey51110^IHaRiBrinrn 

2 000 CHMM(NE[7qW9iiffli51110 IBrTJBany(7)B 

3 UO HANSa , BSnW(2B)TCuWm51110^Mriro«[7) 

4 200 NDBURM(B9)8OiMraSlll0 ^fayfar® 

5 4 CU) BOMBAY (33) T Barter 5 11 10 C McCormack (7) 

8 0 PAPHWWWPtTHfBTJWStatySlllfl-JlMeSBfap) 

7 QUEENSWO'Jfil£aa*35U10 FUriqrCQ 

8 MSrifiDAJIINUrsAS«nbSl*51110 HrCWM 

9 MnSTTEPNOttBI Ms Mtattky 51110 B Loo 

10 VlAflKTOteJHo«toJomwi5niO_JfrOlfc«aa(7) 

u BM0UMEMtaiLFteBri5U5 PI4M0ey(3) 

12 DEHSKJH0ieRlteracn51l5 GFRjwi(3) 

13 YSN0S0MBDTfansan5115 Dlteras 

14 SHTSALIHEAIirCPBi'tfr4UQ Mr A Patter 

-14- doctored— 

BETTBiG: 62 Bh Onto 61 OW Botany, W riritepruMare, 61 
QUBsrereay; 161 Noble Ton, YongTareo, Tbt KMk, 12-1 ritere 
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For those of us who rode the jet stream of Ali’s progress; 
sights of him in full flow are bound to bring on sadness 

t Muhammad All caused tint* hack in an easv chair with his rinc to be confident of witfjstandinK deniv he mils back the vears I think KAnre recenttv. Wert was asked if on h/s toes and Starte 


Shortly after Muhammad Ali caused 
the biggest sensation in bating his- 
tory by knocking out George Fore- 
man in Zaire to regain the world 
heavyweight championship, he in- 
vited two British sportswnters into 
his bungalow at Nseie on the banks 
Of the Congo. 

The clamour of momentous 
achievement had yet to descend 
from Kinshasa and the only other 
people present were AITs body- 
mjaid, a Chicago policeman Pat Pat- 
terson, his aunt Coretta Clay and the 
other cook Laima Shabazz, who was 
firing a meal for him. 

Foreman had landed some heavy 
punches, but apart from a small 
bruise beneath the right eye, Ali was 
unmarked. Dressed in black slacks 
and matching blackshirt, he was sit- 


ting back in an easy chair with his 
legs stretched across a low table. 
That alarming decision to fight 
Foreman off the ropes brought to 
a glorious conclusion, he said. 
“There he was swingin' away and all 
the time I was talkm’ to him sayin’: 
TEfit harder, George. That the best 
you got? Harder, sucker, swing 
harder. You the champion and you 
gettin' nowhere’. Then pop! Fd 
stick him with a jab.” 

Partly because it was unusual to 
hear Ah swear (he first checked to 
ensure that the ladies were out of 
earshot), the thing I most remem- 
ber Ali saying was: “I done fucked 
up a lot of Quads.” 

Sadly, the probable long-term 
effects of that and subsequent con- 
tests (as well as risks taken in spar- 


ring to be confident of withstanding 
the heaviest punishment) has long 
since occupied our attention. 

This week, 1 went along to an ex- 
hibition of photographs by Ali’s 
long-time friend Howard Bingham, 
coinciding with t om orrow’s London 
release of When We Were Kings, a 
vivid. Oscar-winning account of the 
most dramatic event sport has ever 
known. 

For those of us who rode the jet 
stream of AITs stupendous progress, 
sights of him in full flow, talking up 
a storm, soaring from one flight of 
fantasy to the next, are bound to 
bring on sadness. 

Motor senses numbed by the on- 
set of Parkinson's Syndrome make 
him tread carefully now, the mea- 
sured steps symptomatic of a con- 


. • - i£ 


KEN JONES 


dition surely caused by too many 
head punches. People say that with- 
in its confines Ali remains happy, in- 
tellectually sound. • 

“When something catches Alfs in- 
terest, the response is immediate,” 
Bingham said. “For a moment sud- 


denly he rolls back the years. I think 
he enjoys life, I really do.” 

That view is shared by Benn 
Wett, who has spent three mooths 
on a documentary about Ali as he 
is now that will be shown next week 
on German television. Qose to Ali 
for 30 years, he came across en- 
couraging e x a m ple s of las awareness. 

“Howard is absolutely right,” he 
said. “If something interests Ali he 
becomes, however briefly, almost his 
old self again. 

. “A short while ago in he 

grabbed my . arm and edged to- 
wards a framed picture of him bas- 
ing. He’d identified the other guy. 
‘Jurgen.. Blin,’ he said. Now that 
wasn’t, one of Ali's big fights and it 
took place in Zurich in 1971, so his 
raemoiy appears to be intact” 


More recently, Wett was asked if 
Ali could handle a short tribute at 
a ceremony to mark the 50th an- 
niversary of Jackie Robinson's 
breakthrough as the first black play- 
er in Major League baseball “1 
didn’t want to embarrass Ali, but 
when I mentioned Robinson’s name 
that old smile came to his face. ‘Is 
he dead?* he asked. It would have 
been enough for him to say ‘Jack- 
ie, you were greaf but, astonishingly, 
be went further, adding: The great- 
est, the greatest of all times, greater 
than I ever was’.” 

Ah’s performance at an event put 
on for children in Pensacola, Flori- 
da, by the light-heavyweight cham- 
pion, Roy Jones, surprised Wett even 
more. “Roy persuaded Ali to gel in- 
volved and, astonishingly, he got up 


on h/s (oes and started shadow 
boxing. Larry Merchant of HBOwas 
there and shared my amazement. 
‘Did you see that?*, he sauL^Bor a 


he gets a lot pnbyihg care froths 
wife, Lannie. Tire greatthrpg mf 
course, is that as sporfg sqjtiane 
hero he stiU commands.'s^gteac 
deal of attention’.” ; - 

There has recently, been a . sug- 
gestion thatAli maybenefitfroma 
new treatment I don’t know about 
this but there is no sense hi doubt- 
ing the probability that his p fight is 
linked directly to boring. 

When We Were Kings is a smash- 
ing film, but it onty proves that Zaire 
was indeed the time to start worry- 
ing about him. 


Nottinghamshire make 
themselves at home 


Cricket 


HENRY BLOFELD 
reports from Old Traffbrd 
Lancashire 125 
Nottinghamshire 128-4 


An exceedingly green pitch, 
plenty of movement off the 
seam, poor batting and excellent 
slip catching made for a day of 
high entertainment. A total of 
14 wickets fell and one hopes 
tha t a flurry of pitch inspectors 
will not descend on Old Traf- 
ford. for there was nothing 
wrong with the surface. 

In these days of anaemic 
covered pitches it made an 
agreeabl e change to see such a 
lively surface. It showed how Hi- 
prepared modem batsmen are 
when they have to contend 


with these conditions and it was 
all a powerful argument for a re- 
turn to uncovered pitches. 

Let us hope that Peter Mar- 
ion, the Old Traffbrd grounds- 
man, can come up with 
something s imil ar for the third 
Tfest and that the first two, at 
Edgbaston and Lord’s, are not 
all that different. The Aus- 
tralian batsmen would be scut- 
tling about ail over the place. 

Overnight rain held up the 
start until 12.15pm and then, af- 
ter Nottinghamshire had decid- 
ed to field, Kevin Evans made the 
most of it. At a brisk fast-medi- 
um, he found bounce and moved 
the ball sharply away from the 
right-hander. Strangely, be only 
seemed to swing the ball when 
ch angin g his line to bowl to left- 
handers. He took 6 for 40, the 
best figures of his career. 


Jason Gallian set the tone for 
the Lancashire innings when he 
followed a lifter from Evans in 
the day's first over and Graham 
Archer held the first of four fine 
catches at second slip, low, two- 
handed to his right. In Evans’ 
second over Kfifce Atherton 
played back to another which 
lifted and left the bat. He in- 
stinctively followed it and was 
caught at first slip. Atherton 
shuffled off in that apparently 
unconcerned way of his, but 
surety he must be worried by his 
lack of runs so for this year. 

Neil Fairbrother was third out 
trying to bit Evans off the front 
foot over midwicket and skying 
a catch to wife mid-on. It became 
14 for 4 when Graham Llcyd nib- 
bled at another which bounced 
and left him. Immediately after 
lunch. Mike Vt&tkinson hooked 


to fine leg and Ian Austin steered 
the next ball to third slip. 

Archer now pouched three in 
succession at second slip and 
Lancashire were 52 for 9 before 
John Crawley, who reached a 
glowing fifty, and Peter Martin 
played some excellent strokes, 
adding 73 for the last wicket. 
The stroke of the day was a pull 
for six over midwicket by Craw- 
ley off Chris Tblley. 

Then it was Notting- 
hamshire’s turn and Wasim 
Akram and den Chappie began 
by taking three wickets when 
their score was 13. After tea, 
Noel Gie was bowled playing no 
stroke at VAsim but then Paul 
Johnson, who reached a doughty 
fifty, and Usman Afaaal fought 
bravely through to the dose, 
adding 91 in 31 overs on a pitch 
which bad eased under the sun. 


Battering by bowlers Donald still potent 


DAVID LLEWELIYN 


reports from Canterbury 
Glamorgan 279 
Kent 67-2 


It is bad enough having to deal 
with the likes of \Vhqar Younis 
and Steve Watitin in their more 
regular role of strike bowlers, 
as a sticky session at the end of 
a fascinating day bore witness, 
but when you also have to con- 
tend with them as run-getters 
then it all becomes a bit much. 

The Kent attack must have 
thought they were in for an easy 
time of it having reduced Glam- 
organ to 108 for 6, with the Pak- 
istani Test fast bowler making 
his way out to join Robert 
Croft- But it took them almost 
an hour and a half to part the 
pair, Croft, the first to go for a 
stubbornly correct 39. 

Waqar followed a couple of 
overs later a tantalising three 
runs short of his maiden Cham- 
pionship half-century, one of 
McCague's six victims in the in- 
nings. His 61-ball contribution 
contained some memorable 
shots, one in particular when he 
dropped on to one knee before 
hauling Paul Strang for six. 

Then Darren Thomas, again 
regarded as more useful with 
ball than bat, came in to play a 
delightful inning s, crammed 
with genuine strokes. He was 


Happy start 
for Lampard 

Equestrianism 


GENEVIEVE MURPHY 
reports from Windsor 

pi Lampard won the first show 
jumping contest of this year's 
Royal Windsor Horse Show 
when she rode Jenny Will- 
ment’s chestnut stallion. Au- 
dacity, to victory in yesterday’s 
Land Rover Grade A Jumping. 

Lampard acquired the ride 
as the result of an “out of the 
blue" telephone call from the 
owner last year. “The first time 
I jumped him I loved him," she 
said of the horse who had been 
the victor of two other contests 
with her before winning by the 
comfortable margin of 4.79sec. 

Admittedly, some of Lam - 
pard's rivals were out for a qui- 
et school at the start of this 
five-day meeting. She was, nev- 
ertheless. delighted with this 
proof that the stallion's educa- 
tion was progressing on the 
right lines when she defeated 
Geoff Lockett on Clover Chief 
and Tim Stockdale on Halida, 

The brothers D amian and 
Nick Charles won the later Pet- 
plan Family Pair Relay. They 
bad looked in danger of defeat 
at the hands of Michael Whitak- 
er and his nephew Robert (son 
of John) until Virtual Village 
Silver Cinder incurred a four- 
second penalty with Robert 
when he had the last fence 
down. 

Results, Digest, page 29 


cruelty out for 46, top edging an 
attempted hook. 

He and Steve Wstkin had 
added 58 for the ninth wicket, 
a partnership bettered onty by 
that between Croft and Wfcqar, 
who put on 63 for the seventh. 
And still the batting bowlers had 
not done with Item. Watitin 
lashed out while Dean Cosker 
remained patiently on nought to 
bring up a second bonus point. 

The pacy and fairly ferocious 
McCague accounted for him. in- 
ducing a mis-drive to present 
Strang, running in from mid-on, 
with a simple catch. That gave 
him a return of 6 for 75 - his sec- 
ond fiv&wicket haul in successive 
Championship matches. 

Wilkin, on 39, was within 
sight of his best first-class score 
when be fell, but be bad done 
enough and did not want to open 
the bowling exhausted. It did not 
take him long to get in among 
the wickets. While Kent’s open- 
ers, David Fulton and Matthew 
Walker, struggled to come to 
terms with Waqar they forgot 
how good Watitin could be. 

Walker’s careless hoick skied 
the ball to Croft coming in from 
long leg. Fulton, whose first 
three scoring strokes were all in- 
advertent, top-edged a hook to 
Thomas to end an unhappy out- 
ing and it was left to Alan Wells, 
with a clutch of authoritative 
boundaries to start making in- 
roads on the Glamorgan totaL 


Britannic Assurance 
County CtmoipkmsMp 

(First day of four) 

Essex v Barbara 

CHELMSFORD; Durham (4pts) are 122 for 
3 In reply to a ttrst-fcmta®* total of 237 
by Esaax (1). Today: 13.0. 

Essex won toss 
ESSEX - First (ratings 

6 A Gooch c Lews b KHtoen .4 

*PS Prichard c Speight b Brawn 5 

N Hussain ibw b Brawn A 

S G law cSpe&d b Wafer .63 

R C Irani b Brawn a 

A P Grayson eSpettfs b Kfleran 76 


JON CULLEY 


reports from Edgbaston 
Yorkshire 233 
Warwickshire 64-4 


Warwickshire went some way 
yesterday to endorsing the 
judgement of those bookmak- 
ers who made them the pre-sea- 
son favourites for the Britannic 
Assurance title - but then saw 
their gains devalued as Darren 
Gough did his best to upstage 
Allan Donald. 

Yorkshire’s effervescent Eng- 
land bowler bent his back in the 
eveningsunsbine and was hand- 
somely rewarded. His in- 
swingers proved too much for 
Nick Knight and David Hemp, 
who were dismissed in the space 
of four deliveries in his first two 
overs and, when Chris Silver- 
wood accounted for Andy 
Moles, Warwickshire were al- 
ready in a sorry state. 

Gough then stifled War- 
wickshire’s attempts to con- 
struct a recover by adding the 
wicket of Dominic Ostler with 
the fourth lbw dismissal of the 
everting. The home side dosed 
at 64 for 4, compared with 
which Yorkshire’s 233 looked a 
respectable total. Gough 
claimed 3 for 12 from bis nine- 
over spell. 

This rather took the shine off 
what had until then been an 


encouraging day for Warwick- 
shire, hungry again for silver- 
ware after failing last year to add 
to the six trophies won between 
1993 and 1995. Much of their 
optimism about this season is in- 
vested zn two bowlers, Donald 
and Ashley Giles - the two, in 
fad, who infli cted most of the 
damage on Yorkshire yesterday, 
claimin g four wickets each. 

Donald, refreshed after 
spending last year behind tire 
scenes at Edgbaston, is shaping 
like a man with another formi- 
dable season ahead of him, 
and Warwickshire have every 
reason to feel they have one of 
the Championship’s trump 
cards at their disposaL 

In his 31st year, Donald looks 
the supreme athlete still, the 
grace and rhythm of his bowl- 
ing one of the current game’s 
finest sights, unless you happen 
to be batting against him. War- 
wickshire know they have to 
make the most of his availabil- 
ity. Next season he will be play- 
ing in England - but for South 
Africa. likewise in 1999, in 
the World Cup. 

Onty Michael Vaughan, who 
hit nine boundaries in bis 56, 
and Darren Lehmann gave 
Yorkshire’s innings real sub- 
stance, the Australian working 
hard for more than three hours 
to make 62 before shouldering 
aims to Dougie Brown, who de- 
served his success. 



Kent yesterday welcomed the 
chance to avenge their contro- 
versial Benson and Hedges Cup 
defeat of three years ago after 
being paired with Warwickshire 
in the quarter-final draw at 
Lord’s- 

The two sides are scheduled 
to meet at Canterbury on 27 
May in a tie which will rekindle 
memories of Warwickshire’s 
dramatic bowl-out victoiy over 
Kent at Edgbaston in 1994. 
After the first two days of the 
contest were lost to heavy rain. 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


LEKCS1ERSHIRE - Brat lnrtn®» 

ARK Pierson not out - 

O L Maddy not out 

Extras men. 


0 


Total (for 0, 1 own). 


0 R law c Foster b wafer 

ta J Hjsffl c Soeign ts Ween 
M c Itatt c Bating b Kfleen .... 

A P Conan lbw b Brown 

PM Such not out 


K>7, w2. n&6). 

Total (64J. overs) . 


.41 

_0 

._0 

..18 

-2 


..IS 


gS&susas&ssas 

S SKHKSSHT' 1 *** 

& J iwv3& c fcx**' b dr t4w i a 

c Hyam b Ctwan _.62 


To fee V J Wats. A Habfe B F smart, J J 
WhlBfer. N C Johnson. P A Noon. D J Mntos. 
ADMtfWly, MTBrtmson. 

Bowtag: IWai 1 * 1 - 00 . 

Un**os: 0 J Consent and G Sftwp. 

Ksflft V Qtsnjot^ao 
CANTERBURY: Km* (4pts) are 67 for 2 in 
ia*4r to a Itat *o*>l of 279 tqrOam- 

orgsn (2). Tartar- fi-D. 

Glamorgan vton toss 
GLAMORGAN - First Innings 

S P James b McCa^je 46 

H Moms b McCague —18 

A Dale e Strang b MoCagie — 0 

•M P Maynard! tw b Hoedey 12 

P A Cotwy c Marsh b McCague — 17 

R D B Croft C FUttn b Eaton 39 

tAD Straw lbw b Strang 0 

Waqar Younis c Marsh b McCague At 

S 0 Thomas c Marsh b Headley .46 

S LWathn c Strang b McCague 39 

D A Cosker not out ■■■■ ■ 0 

J5 

279 


Fafc 1-0. 2-1, 3-11. 4-14. 5-33. 6-33, 7- 
47, 8-52, 9*52. 

BoarlaC Brans 16-6-40*6: Franks 100-37* 
1; Tolley 8-0-35-3; Bowen 2-0-84. 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE - Ftrat brings 

PRftjUatlb Chappie 2 

RTRotmson lbw b WBsfm 


N R Tajtor lbw b Ahmed 

CWJAtheylDwO Parsons 

K Newafl c Persona b Shine 

•fP Moores b Ahmed 

P WJarvtsc Turner b Shine — 
NC PWapsttwb Ahmed 


17 

....39 

.35 


.24 

;; 6 


Extras IWL H*4. nbioj 

Total (84w4 orara) . 


J E Moms not out 

N J Speak c Hussain b Cowan 
'D C Boon not out 


Bctras lbs. min. w 2 , rtaaj’" 
Totel (for 3, 39 orera) 


20 

-0 

-.1 

.30 


- t?2 


Fa* 1-B9. 2-107. 3-107. 

R°i?££! p r ?Es!22: M 1 Foaer - 3 Boung- 
SJEBrawn. NKBIeervAWafer. 

Cowan 15-7-32- 

a-tai 5 ' 1 ’ 20 ' 05 DRLaw 6 ' 0 * 41 ' 1 -' such 

Umpires: AG T WMnhead end HE Patmer. 

H*™P*Wr* v Lstcostorstatea 


Mr 1-37. 2-37, 3-71. 4-6R 5-105. 5108, 
7-171. 8-191. 9-249. 

BowRn£r McCa&je 2045-756; Header 25 
7-74-2; Ealham 15564-1; Strang 21-6-51- 
1; Fleming 3-0-100- 
KENT- Hr* bwitags 

D P Futon o Thomas b waqar — .... 19 

MJ Wafer c Craft bWMki 

A P Wells not out 

GRCowfreynotout 

Extra Obi. nbZ) . 


G F Archer lbw b Washn 0 

N A Gob Wasim 4 

*P Johnson not out 52 

U Ahaal not out 35 

Extras tblZ w 20 . nbB) 36 

Total (for 4. 46 own) 128 

M 1-13, 2-13, 3-13, 4-37. 

To Bet: C M Toney, K P Evans. TW M Noon. 
M N Bowen, P J ranks. 

Bovine Wasim 17-3-49-3; Martn 7-515 
0; Chappie 9-4-20-1; Austin 12-3-24-0; Gal- 
Ban 1-0-8-0. 

Umpir es : v A Harder and A A Jones. 

Hk Mes ex v Da rh yiMr e 

LORD'S: Derbyshire (4pt») an 123 for 5 
in reply to a ttot-tantage toM of 146 hy 
MkMuex (OJ. Toifee XiA 
AftWesa* won toss 
MIDOLESEX - First Mngs 

p N Weehes c Krfeon o Defretas 44 

j H KaUa c Adams b DeFraftas JO 

M R Rarrcrefcasn c Jones b OeFraos — 1 

WGattttfc Jones b Malcolm 39 

J C Pooley b DeFiwtas 13 

TK R Brown c Hants b Malcolm 8 


S P Moftat not out 

R L Johnson b Makxftn 
jpHemttftwb Malcolm 


9 

.-31 


Hampshire won toss 
HAMPSHIRE - Pint toon 
G W While c Johnson b Pierion 
M L Hayden c Wafts b Mudafly 


Total (Tor 2,17 ows). 

Fat 1-20, 2-33. 

To Ban H J lions, M a Eadiam, M V Flam. 
In^PAStrang. *ts A Marsh, M J McCagje. 

Bowing: Waqar 6-1-42-1; WatNn 7-2-19- 
1: Thomas 4- 1-5-0. 

Itavbsa. j C 8aUwstone and J F Steele. 


'J P Stephenson c Nixon b VuBaBy .. 

R A Snwhc Johnson d MrBns 

W S KendaB bw b MdlaHy 

K D lamas ran out — 


45 

3 


-10 

-46 

.31 


tA N Aymes e (ton b UUiaRy 

S D IMel c & b Jonnson 

R j Mara c Maddy b Mims 

S J Ranshaw lbw b Mans 

J N B Bovril c Pierson 0 B ra n so n 
Extras (620, W, w2. nb30] ..... 
Total flOOJl ovtns} 


— 1 
-13 


-...0 

..8 


-56 

■28S 


KBKSSSS.^"*** 1 ^ 

son 21-4-56-1; Brimsrai 12.53-23-1. 


OUTIMROHD: Hootatfasshlre (4pfe are 
128 for 4 bi reply to a Ibst-kmiagt total 
of 125 by Lancashire (D). Today: 1LO. 
Noatngtamshlre won ton 
UNCASMRE - First MW* 

J E R Gasan c Archer b Evans 0 

M A Atherton c PoSard D Evans 1 

J P Ccatviey not out 51 

H H Fairbrother c Johnson b Evens —....—0 

G D Uoyd c Noon D Evans —1 

*M Wattonson c Evans b Tolley 3 

ID Austin c Brans b ToOey ,.XJ 

Wasbn Akram c Archer b ToBey - —.13 

tW K Hegg c Archer b Evens - - * 

G Chappie c Archer b Evens .0 

P J Mann e Gie b Franks 33 

Extras «?5.w2. nfa6) 13 

Total {36 ows} 12S 


ARC Fraser c Adams b Malcolm — A 

P C R Tufnel c Oafe D OaFreoas 3 

Ettas Obi, w8) .9 

Total (SSovare) 146 

Pal: 1-0, 2-2. 3-81. 4-103, 5-112. 6-116, 
7-133, 8-133. 9-139. 

Bowflnr Malcolm 19^-50-5; DefreAas 
16.1-6-46* Oaks 4.5-l-ls-O: Hams 8-3- 
23-0: Roberts 6-1-60. 

DERBKSHBIE - ftst baling 

A S RoMra c Pocrtey b Weahes 5 

G A Khan c Brmwi b Fraser .4 

C J Adams c Brown b Fraser 7 

•D M Jones not out 42 

V p CWhe lbw b TUfoeb 44 

G M Roberts c Fraser b Johnson 2 

A J Hants noi out - —4 

ifb3.b4.w81 15 


Total (for 5, 46 overs). 

FOB: 1-6. 2-18. 3-23, 4-102. 5113. 
ToBabUJBemeo. tX M KnMren, PA J De- 
Frattaa. D E Mtfcoen. 

BooWn g Hevrtn 12-5250; Fraser 12-3-29- 
Z Weehes 1 -0-2-1; Johnson 9-2-28-1; Kells 
51-13-0; Tufnefl 61-19-1. 

Urapbas: 8 Dudeston and G i Burgess. 

Soownat v Sussex 

taunfoo: Somerset (4pts> are 35 for 1 bi 
reply to a fbaMnalacs of 241 by Sussex 
m. Today: 11_0 
Somerst won ids 
SUSSEX - Fkst badngs 

M T E Mice Qar b Rose . 


M J Thurefiek) not out - 32 

A A Khan b Ahmed 12 

M A Robinson c AO Ahmed 1 

Extras (blO, nbl2) 22 

Total (91 ovars) 241 

Fat loa 2-71 586, 4-149, 5161, 6163, 
7-182. 8-199. 6233. 

Pairing Caddx* 21-543-0; Shra 20-2-75 
2; Ahmed 31-12-70-6; brae 15-5-32-1: Per- 
son s 4-0- 11-1. 

SOMERSET- Rret binfeigE 

MNtahweDlbwb Jarvis - - 8 

M E Trescctfuck nm out 16 

*P D Bowler not out A 

Extras ibl, nb6) 7 

Total (for 1, 11 ovars) — — 35 

Fat 1-10. 

To Bat: R j Harden, M Bums, K A Parsons, 
G D Rose. tR J Turner, Mushtaq Ahmed, A R 
Cadiflck. K J Shme. 

BowOng Jams 60-23-1; Rotxnson 4-2-6 
0; Khan 1 -0-2-0 

Umpires: B leadbeater and R A White 
Surray v Ckracbit e rsblr a 
THE FOSTBTS OVAL: BfoueestarsNre (4pts) 
are 190 Tor 6 In reply to af first-foabigs to- 
tal of 115 by Surrey TO). Today: 1W. 
Surrey won cos 

SURREY - First Innings 

DJBtamrt lbw b Young 34 

M A Buxom e Smsn a Lawrence ..—2 

tAJ Stewart c Russell b Lawrence 0 

Q P Thorpe bw b Alleyns 15 

N Shalud c Lynch b iW — 9 

•AJHottoakecSaiibYoufc 3 

B C Hofeahe c wnght b Smith 29 

J 0 RatOfie c Bell b Young J. 

M P Bdtnell b SmNh 18 

A J Tuderure b Smitn ...0 

J E Beryamni not out 3 

Bttaa(bl.n6> .9 

Total (3SJ ovar^ — ,.113 

Falb 1-4, 2-11. 3-46. 4-46, 558. 6-63. 7- 
65. S-EW. 9-94. 

BowfSna; Smith 12 J -4-353; Lawrence 7-0- 
352: Yaxig 12-J-26-4: AHeyre T -2 -18-1, 
omu egS llR SH WE- First larilnse 

A J Wrtgit bw b M P Bbhnell - 0 

-123 N ) Tranor e Thorpe b Tudor 37 


..31 


..0 


K &wnfte(d lbw b Ahmed ... 


R J CcxAffs c StEwan b Tudor 47 

M A Lynch cM p BK*na8 b Tudor 33 

S Young Km bAJHdloeSe 12 

'M W Meyrw not out _..„.30 

tR C RusseH not out ...A 

Extras ObS. nb22J 37 

Total (for 5, 83 overs) 190 

Fad: 1-4. 2-82. 3-128. 4-135. 5175. 

Ib BoeTKCHsroocfe MC JBat OVtawienoe. 
AM Smith. 

Bowfln fr M P Bichnal 17-3- 59-1 Benjamin 
154-S2-0: B C KOfeahe 155250: Tudor 12- 
2-42-3; a J HesBoake 2-1-51: Shanxi 1-0-1- 
0. 

^5 Umpirea; H D Bud and J w Holder. 


■J.7 


the sides were forced into Edg- 
baston’s indoor centre to effect 
a resulL Kent later protested to 
the Test and County Cricket 
Board about 'Warwickshire’s 
failure to protect the pitch. 

The other key match in the 
draw will take place at 0161105 
ford, with Essex and Surrey 
poised to repeat their thrilling 
NatWest Trophy semi-final of 
last season at The Oval. Essex 
triumphed then by four wickets. 

Leicestershire, the county 
champions, host Somerset at 


Warwickshire v Yorkshire 

EDGBASTON: Warwickshire [4pts) ore 64 
for 4 In reply to a Arat-lradngB total of 233 
by Yorkshire (1). Today: U-0. 

Essex won toss 
YORKSHIRE - First lantnet 

A McGrath c Frost b Donald .0 

M P Vaughan c Frest b Donald 56 

*0 Byas b Donakl 8 

D S Lahmann b Brawn —.62 

B Paiter lbw b Giles 10 

C White c Frost b GDas - 0 

tR J Biafey not out — -25 

D Gough C FTOS b Brown 4 

G M Hamilton b Donald .13 

C E W Sherwood c Welch b Gftes .21 

R D Stemp b Gnes - 0 

Extras (bl7. toll, nb61 — ~3d 

Total (78 overel — 2 33 

Fab 1.10. 3-40. 3-113, 4-154, 5154, 5 
170. 7-176. 8-200. 9-233. 

Bireinr Donald 19-555-4; Welch 16-4-46- 
0; Smal 52-27-0: Gles 24-564-4; Brawn 
20-4-23-2. 

WARWICKSfWIE - Fbst lonh«s 

*N V Krtght lbw b Gougi - - 8 

A J Moles lbw b Sthenmod —.6 

D l Hemp lbw b Gough — — .3 

D P Osder bw b Got&i 1 

T L Penney not out .. —28 

D R Brawn not out - 11 

Extras Cb2. bi w6) — 10 

Total (for 4, 24 ovars) - - 64 . 

Fat 18, 2-12, 3-16, 4-22. 

To Bat: G C Small. 0 Welch. U Frost. A F 
Giles, A A Donald. 

tk iw Ung Gough 9-512-3; Sflverwood 8-3- 
251; Hamilton 52-14-0: Stamp 2 -0-6-0 
Umpires J H Harris and B J Meyer 

Other first-class matches 

(First day of three 

Cnmhrlifge Unlv v Nortfmnts 

FENNER'S: Northamptonshire are ID for 
0 to reply to a flrst-lnnln*s total of 280 
by Camb rt dg a Utiversfty. Today: 11,30. 
Cambridge LWvwsffy won toss 
CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY - Fhat limtags 

J Radades c Rooms b Hughes 16 

E T SrrBm ran out 59 

R 0 Janes c Fontosm b Brown ..60 

'A smgn b Brawn 3 

W J House b Brawn — — 68 

S J Hughes c Penoertty b Snape -32 

W Dawson c Fortfem b Snspe 3 

P S Jones bw b Snape — >10 

A N Janah st Fhpleyb Brown ....._...3 

tM R K Bailey not out 6 

Extra* fb9. ms. w2. rib4) 23 

Total (for 9. 93JZ overs? 230 

Fafc 1-26. 2-129, 3-144.4-144, 5255. 6- 
257. 7-271. 8-271. 9-280. 

DM not bate E J How. 

Boattag Hutfies 184-60-1; Innes 14-533- 
0; Penbetthy 182-750: Sales 52-12-0: 
Snape 22 9-33-3: Brown 19.2-550-4. 
NORTHAMPTON SH I RE - Hist Innings 
DJftxwrsfwrout .. — -3 


The percentage of people 
planning to watch the RV 
Cup final on BBC1 who find 
the puxfits 1 half-tknechafna 
very interesting^, accotdk^to. 
ar Aixfience Selection survey 
Onty 20 per cent fold it “very 
intemsting"; for 39 pet cent 
It depends on who is talking. 


Monty 
goes to 
work on 
greens 


Golf 


Gloucestershire’s David ‘Syd’ Lawrence celebrates having Alec Stewart, off Stnrey, 
caught behind at The Oval yesterday Photograph: Peter Jay 

Kent’s chance to make amends 


Grace Road, while highly 
fancied Yorkshire tackle 
Northamptonshire, last years 
beaten finalists, at Headingley 
to complete the line-up. 

BENSON AND HEDGES CUP Quarter-final 
draw (tta to bo ployed 27 May): Leices- 
tershire v Somerset: Yortutore tf Northamp- 
tonshire; KentvWanracKshire.- Essex v&rrey. 

■ Pakistan have lifted their two- 
year Test ban on Aamir Sohail 
after he apologised for making 
allegations of match-fixing and 
betting. The ban has been re- 
placed bv a fine of 50,000 rupees 
[£775]. 


R R Monwomene not out - 5 

Extras (bl. ibl) 2 

Total (for 0, 3 own) 10 

To Bat -R J Bailey. D J G Sales. A Fomham. 
J N Snaoe. K J innes. TD fttfey. J G Hugv 
as, A L Penben/r/. J F Brawn. 

BcreftaC P S Jones 2 -0-4-0; How 10-4-0 
Umpires: M j mtenen and N A MaCender. 

Oxford Unlv v Worcestershire 
THE PARKS: Oxford IMvmity are 36 for 
0 In reply to a flrst-fnnin£c total of 359 
for 2 dec try Worcestershire. Today: 12-0. 
vforaestettdre won toss 
WORCESTERSHIRE - Brat Innings 

W P C Weston c Scum b Averts 119 

V S Solanta b Wash — -22 

G A Hh* notout 164 

KR Soiling not out 28 

Extras (TB3, w6. nbl71 -.26 

Total [for 2 Oec, 77 owns) 3S9 

FwSb 1-38. 2-273. 

DIO not bat G R Haynes. D A Leatnertate. 
r *S J Rhodes. P A Thomas. A Sheriyar. R J 
Chapman. M Rawnsiey. 

BowBng Averts 19-3-79-1: Patel 20 597- 
0; WrlghL 6-0-35-0: Wagh 16-4-71-1; Ught. 
foot 9-2-51-0; Hudson 7-0-23-0. 

OXFORD UNIVERSITY- Ife* tantogs 

R D Hudson not out 14 

B W Byrne n« out — -17 

Extras Rb3. nb2) -.3 

Total (for 0, 13 ovore) 36 

To Bat: M A Wam. COR U^itfoot. JAG 
Fusion. P G Morgan, C PateL AP ScnrL LG 
Buchanan. J MM Averts. G J wt&n. 
Bowflng: Sheryar 52-10-0: Chapman 52- 
10-0: Thomas 2-0-13-0: Rawnsiey 1-1-04) 
Umpires: J H Hampshire and J Lloyds. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


ANDY FARRELL 
reports from Han bury Manor 

Afraid that be is on the road to 
nowhere, Colin Montgomerie 
has taken the A10 to Ware. The 
Scot heads the field in the Alamo 
English Open at Hatibmy Manor 
today, along with Jose Maria 
Olazabai, who is making his first 
appearance in Britain since the 
1995 Open at St Andrews. 

While 10 years ago The Ox- 
fordshire. venue for last week’s 
Benson and Hedges, was farm- 
land, Hanbuiy Manor was a 
convent for the Faithful Com- 
panions of Jesus. The estate 
provides a historic setting which 
can be traced back to the 
Domesday Book. 

Monty's performance on the 
greens of late has been less than 
saintly, but his day of doom 
came last Sunday when he shot 
a last round 81 in the company 
of the Ryder Cup captain, Scve 
Ballesteros. At the second hole. 
Montgomerie took five putts. 
The Spaniard said nothing un- 
til Montgomerie holed from 40 
feet at the next. “Ah. four less 
than the last time," Seve re- 
marked. 

“If I’m not playing on the first 
morning at Vaiderrama we’ll 
know why,” reflected Mont- 
gomerie. On Tuesday he spent 
seven horns practising at The 
Buckinghamshire club with his 
ooach, Denis Pugh. Last night be 
headed to the putting green to 
resume a practice routine from 
his days at Houston Baptist Col- 
lege of holing a hundred two- 
footers before dinner. 

“It' s over the last few that the 
pressure tells. It’s like being in 
the nervous nineties in cricket 
If you miss at 98 or 99, you feel 
rotten about it 1 will probably 
do this every day until the US 
Open,” Montgomerie said. 

This is an important part of 
theyear for the European No 1. 
He is lagging behind Olazabai, 
Bernhard Langer and Ian Wxs- 
namon the money list and faces 
the Volvo PGA Championship 
at Wentworth nett week and the 
US Open at Congressional next 
month. “1 feel the PGA is a tour- 
nament I should have won by 
now and I owe it to myself to fry 
and win the US Open,” he said. 

“But we are nearly in June 
and I’ve only had three top-lOs. 
That’s no use. The problem has 
been my chipping and putting. 
I’ve been failing cm both counts. 
That puls pressure on me to hit 
my irons close and that pro- 
duces bad shots. I've improved 

for 10 years as a pro and I can’t 
afford'to let it slip now." 

In contrast to Montgomerie. 
Tiger Woods has had no prob- 
lem on tite greens, or anywhere 
else on (he course, and the 21- 
year-old is eager to continue his 
global domination in the Byron 
Nelson Classic which starts to- 
day in Irving, Texas. 

Woods will play his first com- 
petitive round since his record- 
breaking US Masters victoiy at 
Augusta a month ago and if his 
practice round on Tuesday is 

anvthnig to go by, die rest of the 

field had better be prepared to 
play for -second place again. 
Woods shot an unofficial 64 and 
announced he was raring to go 
after his four-week break. 

*Tm hitting the ball well. I’m 
surprised. I'm hitting it so well,” 

Woods said “1 expect to win this 

week. I expect to win every tour- 
nament I play.” 

WochJsb also looking forward 
to nett week’s Colonial touma- 
meatinRxt^ Wbrth, where be will 
come face to face with Fuzzy 
ZoeDer.Tbe 1979 Masters cham- 
pion touched off a firestorm of 
controversy in Augusta when 
he .said he hoped Woods 
wouldn't serve ^ “fried chicken and 
coDard greens,” at nett year’s 
Masters champions dinner. 

*Td like to ask him wtai ex- 
actly he meant,” Woods said. “I 
want to have a heart to heart talk 
with him and find out what he 
was thinking.” 
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Bates explains 
the Gullit effect 
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* • Ruud Gullii will be 
presented with a 
new coatract this 
summer - re gar d, 
less of Chelsea’s re- 

fa r\ *? Sat “rda/s 

. FA Cup imal against Middles- 
brough. 

A Gullicwho adapted his play- 
ing contract and extended it by 
a year when, he succeeded 
Glenn Hod die as manager last 
summer, will be offered anoUb- 
er-deal as soon as he returns 
from a post-final club tour and 
personal holiday. 

“We have mentioned it but 
neither -of us wants to talk 

about it until after the final," 
KenBates, the Chelsea chair- 
man, said yesterday. “He?ll 
probably go on holiday then, but 
we will talk to Him when he 
comes back.” 

Although Gullit has been 
linked with a number of clubs, 
including his former team. Mi- 
lan, and his boyhood favourites, 
Feyeooord, Chelsea are confi- 
dent the Dutchman will stay. 

Bates cited three reasons for 
this. “One:* who can afford 
him? Tiro: where will he live? 
He and his girlfriend are very 
happy here, he likes the style of 
London. Three: what can he do 
elsewhere that he can’t do at 
Chelsea? In Italy the presi- 
dents interfere, he wouldn't 
last long under that. People talk 
about Milan, but look at the 
state of their pitch. I’ve walked 
on it It's terrible. 

“We never doubted Ruud 
would be the man to take over 


FA CUP FINAL 
COUNTDOWN 


Glenn Moore finds 
Chelsea's chairman 
delighted with his 
manager’s first year 

when Glenn Hbddle left,** Bales 
added. “Ufe had been faffcrpg to 
him for a year and got to know 
the guy and he is something dif- 
ferent. He was an influence be- 
hind the scenes - even under 
Hoddle. 

“Most player-managers fail 
because, instead of working 10 
hours a week, they are now 
working 60 - they can’t cope. A 
football club today is not nkc it 
was 20 years ago. ft’s a big busi- 
ness. So we [Bates and Colin 
Hutchinson, Chelsea’s long- 
serving managing director] de- 
rided to let him concentrate on 
his playing and coaching. Wfe or- 
ganised others to look after the 
administration and deal with the 
press and players’ contracts. 

“That arrangement started 
with Hoddle - getting him in 
was the first stage. He made a 
great number of changes at all 
levels and he bought in Mark 
Hughes and Gullit. He made 
some mistakes, bought some 
bad players, but that was the 
platform. Wien he went to the 
England job, Ruud took it on. 

"They have different styles, 
Glenn was into reflexology, al- 
ternative medicine, a dietician. 


Gullit is into fitness, he bought 
in Ade Mafe, and a different 
style of coaching. He bombed 
out the dietician, reflexologist 

and masseur. 

. “Gullit said to me: The play- 
ers rebelled against tbe dietician, 
telling them what they should 
cat If I say *you must eat this’, 
they won't eat at the training 
ground, they will go elsewhere 
and get h. Youhave to get them 
to realise the only person who 
can look after themselves is 
themself. If they don't realise 
that, they won’t be inthe team’." 

Bates added: “Some make 
the transition from player to 
manager easfly, others find it a 
problem. John Hollins found it 
hard. As a player, he was one 
of the ones that took the mick 
out of the manager behind his 
back. Now his team-mates were 
doing it to him. Ruud has not 
had a problem like that. 

“He's done two important 
things. He’s shown no favours 
in team selection. When Den- 
nis Wise was playing crap, he 
dropped him. The message was: 
’Even if Dennis is captain, he 
will not be picked if he is not 
playing welL' 

“Then, when Gullit himself 
was injured. Craig Burley took 
his place. He played well and, 
when Gullit was fit. instead of 
putting himself back in the 
team, he said: 'Craig has been 
playing well, so he stays in.’ That 
sent out the message that no 
player had the right to walk into 
the team. If He was not guar- 
anteed a place, no one was.” 
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Ken Bates (main picture) on Ruud Guttrt (inset): 'We never doubted Ruud would be the 
man to take over when Glenn left. He is something different’ Photographs: Allsport 


sport 

England 
slip down 
world 
rankings 


England have slipped one place 
to 13th in the latest list of in- 
ternational rankings released 
yesterday by Fifa, world foot- 
ball’s governing body. 

The fall is mainly the result 
of defeat m their World Cup 
qualifier against Italy at Wem- 
bley in February, with the Ital- 
ians climbing four places to 
sixth. 

Brazil World Cup winners in 
1994. still head the list, followed 
by the European champions, 
Germany, and Denmark, who 
have risen from sixth place at 
the end of last year. 

Scotland remain in 29th po- 
sition while the Republic of Ire- 
land are down eight places to 
44th, Northern Ireland climb 
one to 64 and Wales slip three 
places to 83. 

Australia, who are now man- 
aged by the former England 
coach, Terry Venables, have 
managed one of the most dra- 
matic improvements, rising 
from SOth place last year to 
34th. 

FIFA WOR1D RANKINGS (Position at end 
of 1996 in brackets): 1 Qrasi ,1' 66.1505; 
2 Germany (2i 64.02. 3 Denmark (6) 
62.03; 4 France |3) 61.75; 5 Span (8i 
6L43: 6 Italy 110) 61-37. 7 WJTteflan*. (91 
60.52; 8 Czech RepuKtc <5i 60.06; 9 Ro- 
mans (16) 59.22: U tfcoss (7* 59.10; 11 
Colombia (4i 58.41: 12 Mexico ill) 57.93: 
13 England <12> 57.14; 14 Bulgaria (15) 
56.41; IS Norn?; ‘14< 55.85; 16 PWtt«al 
■131 54.75; 17 Stoiaa [30! 54 49; 18 Japan 
121) 54-26, 1 19 fctaocm i2Ti 53 90: 20 Swe- 
den (17) 53.73; 21 Argentina (22' 53 64; 
22 Paraguay i35) 5336: 23 Zambia (20) 
53.34; 24 Tunsu (23! 53 13: 25 SoiOi Atnca 
(191 52 78; 28 UnrtCC Stales <1S> 52.71 
27 Chile (26i 51 92; 28 Croatia 04) 5165: 
29 Scnttarti r29i 5131; 30 Sari Arabia (37) 
50.16. Selected: 34 Australia (50) 4835: 
44 Reputte of Ireland l36i 45.36; 83 North- 
ern hefcn 1 i64i 40.45; 83 'Aye. i80l 33 60. 


Parma prepare for Milan and Juventus 
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Second-placed Parma will 
_ need to beat Milan at home 
9 tonight to keep up the pressure 
on the Italian ScrieA leaders, 
Juventus. 

The rescheduled game 
comes just three days before 
Pinna travel to Turin to play 
Juventus in what is effective- 
ly a - potential championship 
decider. ' ■ 

Both Parma and Juventus 
won last Sunday to leave the 
■ four-point gap between them 
unaltered, with four games to 
■ -play.' v 

Juventus are at home to . 


the relegation battlers Pia- 
cenza tonight but regardless of 
how the leaders fare in that 
match, Parma know they need 
to defeat Milan to retain an 
outside chance of winning the 
title. 

“We’re a side full of class 
players, we can't give up now,” 
said Parma’s French defender. 

1 .Tiian Thnr am. 

“We have to beat Milan and 
go on to Hmn in a winning 
frame of min d. Thar's what we 
have to do because, anyway, 
against Juventus we've nothing 
to lose” - 


Parma are expected to start 
with the same formation which 
ran out easy 3-0 winners 
against Vicenza on Sunday, 
with the attack again being led 
by Enrico Chiesa and the Ar- 
gentinian Hernan Crespo, 
scorer of all three goals against 
Vicenza. 

Their visitors, Milan, are 
unlikely to be in a charitable 
mood since they badly need 
points to get back into con- 
tention for a Uefa Cup quali- 
fying spot 

Milan come into the game 
on 41 points, in-ninth position 


but four points outside the 
Uefa qualifying zone. 

Milan appear to be recov- 
ering some modest form after 
a disastrous season which saw 
them eliminated from Lhe 
Champions' League and the 
Italian title contest by Christ- 
mas. 

Milan's 3-1 home win 
against relegatioD-bound Reg- 
giana on Sunday followed 
draws against Piacenza and 
Udinese. 

The Milan coach, Arrigo 
Sacchi, however, expects a dif- 
ficult game,- saying, “Panna are 


simply a much stronger side 
than us. Strangely, they're 
even stronger now that they 
have sold off one or two class 
players'*. 

Bulgarian Hristo Stoichkov 
of Barcelona and Gianfranco 
Zola of Chelsea were both sold 
by Parma in the past year. 

Milan expect to field a 
strong-looking side featuring 
Liberian George Weah and 
Roberto Baggio in attack, with 
Frenchman Marcel Desailfy, 
Croat Zvonimir Boban and 
Demetrio Albertini in mid- 
field., ..... 
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Over-zealous referee shows red card to turban 


ds 


A 13-year-okl Indian boy who 
was prohibited froraplayingjn 
a football matetiin New Jersey, 
in the United Stales, because he 
was wearing a unban will be 
able to rejoin his team-mates 
when the game is replayed. 

Officials conceded oalbes- 
day that a referee made a mis- 
take on Sunday when he refused 
to let Raj Thapar, from Wst Or- 
ange, NJ, play if he wore a tur- 
ban to cover his hair as 
prescribed by the Sikh religion. 

“I think the referee was a lit- 
tle insensitive to the situation," 
Bob Katz, the president of the 


board of trustees for tbeMoun- 
taintop League of ^fest Orange, 
said, “i dunk he needs to be ed- 
ucated a little bit and be more 
sensitive to religious customs.” 

Raj had played with the tur- 
ban throughout the season with- 
out any questions from officials 
before the referee, A1 Scarma- 
lo, banned him from wearing it 
at the match in Highland Park, 
NJ. Raj’s team, one of 11 field- 
ed by Katz’s organisation, lost 
2 - 0 . 

“To my knowledge, there is 
nothing to be worn on the head 
whatsoever,” Scannato told 77ie 


Star-Ledger of Newark, NJ. 
“The only exception that I know 
of is the goalkeeper.” 

Vincent Mauro, the director 
of officials for the US Soccer 
Federation, said rules allow 
“those bound by religious law 
to wear those head coverings, 
usually a tniban or ayaxmulke.” 

Mauro added: “I don’t know 
what happened with this par- 
ticular referee. He erred on the 
safety side, bur it was a mistake. 
It should be corrected -and cor- 
rected soon.” 

Mauro afro said that leagues 
and coaches need to make 


referees aware of pi aye is with 
special needs - but Katz said 
that had been done at the be- 
ginning of the season. 

Earl fielder, the president of 
the Mid-New Jersey Youth As- 
sociation, has ordered the game 
to be replayed. Raj said he was 
happy with the decision. His 
mother was attending for the first 
time last Sunday - Mother's 
Day in the United States - with 
family friends, and the referee’s 
decision was especially hurtful, 
he said. 

“I was humiliated, insult- 
ed,” Raj said. “I couldn’t play 


just because Tm a certain reli- 
gion, and that’s wrong. No oth- 
er ref had any problems or 
objections.” 

Tony Cullin, the state’s youth 
referee administrator, said that 
some officials get “over-zealous” 
for legal reasons when it comes 
to what players can wear. 

“These things seem to come 
out in certain areas around the 
state,” Cullin said. “A referee 
once said eyeglasses aren’t safe, 
and he was afraid of being 
sued. My answer was if he’s 
afraid of getting sued, he 
shouldn’t be a referee anyway.” 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Rowell calls up Redman 


AiMotfcs 

Ben Johnson, the 
sprinter, has taunc 


jaced Canadian 
acout action to 


Rugby UnkM 

The 32-year-aid Bath lock, 

• Nigel Redman, has been called 

up for England’s tour of 
Argentina as a replacement far 
the Newcastle forward Garath 
- -Archer, who hasnneckinfiiiy. 
Another passible last-minute 
candidate for the sk-match 
■ tourwas Leicester’s Matt RxMe, 
but he was unable to take any 
! part in yesterday's traiumgses- 
sion at Bisham Abbey because 
f of a wrist injury. ■ 

Redman won the last of his 
IS caps against South Africa in 
Cape Tbwn three years ago 

and has recently been out of the 

. " Bath, first team while he con- 
. centra ted on coaching the for- . 
- wards. His experience will be 
crupal in a tourparty of 16 un- ; 
cappedplayeis and lie also has 
. toebenefil of having toured Ar- 
■; ■ gerifiha with England in 1990. 

• The England coach. Jack 
Rowell, said: “Nigel is fit and 

frtsh, and is v^y positive about 
making the trip.” 

• Rowell added that he still 


does not know whether England 
require his services for the 1999 
World Clip. Rowell's contract is 
up for renewal this August but 
he has yet to be included in ne- 
gotiations with the Rugby Foot- 
ball Union about his future. 

“In terms of a new contract, 

’ I am not anticipatmg anything,” 
Rowell said. 

“Strange things can happen 
and there are now parallels be- 
tween rugby union and soccer 
- in that the coaches are under 
-considerable pressure. But 1 en- 
joy that pressure and I re- 
' spond to iL I had it when I was 
coach at Bath for 17 years so it 
is something which I feel I am i 
used to.” 

. England are without 18 se- 
nior playere because of ibe Li- 
ons tour of South Africa, and 16 , 
map ped players feature inthe 
squadfor Sooth America.Eng- 
-landhave already drafted in the 
Sate seamd-rotwar Dave Baldwin 
and; the Coventry lock Danny 
Grtwcock after injuries forced 
Martin Bayfield and John 
Fowler to withdraw. 


win the right to race again and try to 
become the wrid’s fastest man. me 
suit alleges that Johnson's 1993 ban 
from irtefnBtkxrai competition, aftertest- 
ing positive for an HegBl steroid, vio- 
lated Ws abffity to make a Qvmg. 


jugiaauiixA6iie s wa p 2 M »wu ) i w i:a6- 
Oman 7 OsMand 3; DaUeft 4 7«orao Os Krai 
Cty fl Boron 0; New raft Yfentass 11 Mmsoa 
2; Owefcnd 771w« 3; AntfMB»8C3iica*> VWte 
So* 7. 

NAD0NAL LEMKIE: PMnWphi 3 St Ua* 2; 
Sen Rare** 4 CRMvaB 3: MM 7 San Deg> 
3; Honda 11 «w<a 5; N«w Ya* UKg 4 Hou*- 
ror 3; Cf»ca®J Cuta 2 Los Ar^iosX . 

BastotbaH 

NBA mcM roan* W a rt er n Odd- 

rafpeeMTOMhate: Swdo 100 Housan 94 
(Houxrt ami art* 3-2) ; a*wa 

ConlweocaMnMNte Mow 10 7 Malta 92 
<Chfca8> wft bea-of^Bmn series 4-1). 


Trophy One-day Hemattoal (Old TraffonJ). Sun 
24 May day Mon 25): Ertfmd v Sou* 

Afhca. tfatJ Teoaeo TWy Ona-Ooy Imemaiw- 
al (HeaSnfJey). Thai* 44>oa B Jumc EngM v 
S«jb« A/nca. tm To* March (EdCbononi. Thaw 
10 Man 22 Aomk En^and v South Africa, mk- 
enoTaat March (loa 5J. Han 2 -*too BJnfy: Eng- 
land v South Africa, ihw Tea Maten 




(HaadMayi. m 14 Mat (iwaiva <fray 
Sat 15): South Africa vSn Linn fTrara Qn^). 
son IS AiapKt (rMOh« day Man 17): Entfand 
vSn Lari* OonTiX itaa IB Au*M (manadv 
Wad 3Sl:EnMvdv South Mica (EdBXKW.'ThB 
fLonTa). 

Thm 27-Moo 31 AUMMfc Endand V Sn Unto: 
SOW* Test Match (The Own. 


Equestrianism 

ROYAL WINDSOR HORSE SHOW: land Rover 
bad* A Junptat 1 AuJwjy I (D Lamps*) cJaar. 
66m«c; 2 Ctoier Oval IG luckeM dear. 7081; 

3 HEiOB (T SccVaeMt *Br, 7336. POtplao F«»- 

■y PMr Mq; 1 ShutondB Pacha (D Claries} 
anOSruandaLucrv(NOi8rteW7216ee(s2Ba)- 
amore (M Whra*ai) and Vimaiwa^ Sfrwr Orv 
ds- (R WhsaMri 72.78; a Pipakia U Aimatt) and 
GcMkn VMtura {N Moon) B185. 


f Norris is suing Don King tor 
..5m (£} and asking the. court niri- 


H ONtTNGDON 
fiframet Hs' 

-- 2.'Naudcai Jew! 7 . 2;. 3. Sa*f 

X’fov Bridge- u "*■ 9 > 7- 

jm -n ID, 0280. Dft 


mi Bnage. U m. W, 

fSJOr £2.40, £2 SO. £3^- D£ 

PCSft.£23-36.TricasC £2M^7.THK 

.■ ' 


' WMsa KXK30- 9 ran. w. w. 

■■ UMtosttoA sfysS' 

~~ csf; £25.67. Tittao: 

• Trkx ilLfiO. Non Runner. Annie Ruth. 

--- :• gjdR 1-6MME MO** B ww iff 
12. Inwawadw3-1; 3. Tofm w 

. LStmW.fWDnramonOJWrtwOjM. 

yt/l (VRhaa). Totr. £3.20; £1£0. £2 -f D - 

• DR: £4.00. CSF) £7.66. ton RunnwS ha* 
‘ Tfflcer-Natfiad. *. 

PERTH 

• ’ « wfc a.sup’Hgg^W^'f |BS»oiq g6^ 
' q TP. £UA £3.40. DR £660. CSR 

./taaTiw'oT.®.;' 


6JfcL8U)WraQUE£R(Xn«aW7' 

4-J. 8 iwl^ 30. W* £2^ 

ff ?n; £1.90, £L5£&-Dft £520. CSft 

. £10j55. Trio: £aS0.f*»RtflViar Mafia Man_ 

- fl Bodygumd a b% ques- 
.tkmmaric over Iris chances of 
• graduating to the top dass af- 
tera far firotn convinaug^ victory 
at York yesterday. Hugefy im- 


pressive oh his debut, the son 
of 2,000 Guineas' winner Za- 
fonic bad to work surprisingly 
hard to justify odds of 2-7 in the 
Grosvenor Casino Sheffield 
Stakes: Richard Quinn was 
' forced to get serious hefore 
Bodyguard squeezed through a 
gap on the stends' rail and had 
to roust him along to ensure a 


misled Km into signing. The contract 
rfves Norris, the Worid Bortfng Coundl 
welterweight champion, ‘only iBusory 
cwTvenssflon" for a championship 
match and binds him to King for virtu- 
ally the rest of his career. 

Cricket 

ENGLAND'S SBSB' MiEfMAnOfML PM8- 
MMM Ihw 21 WV ftww M \ 2Zt &*■ 
land y South ASta. flat Taeco Trophy.Onfrday 
taBnwttanai (The OmD. Sat 23 Mto (to mmw* 
d>y£ Er#nd « Stxan Africa, aacond Tmco 


one and three-quarter length 
verdtet.ara: J)ut Lfte Ma^c, 
Hainer Paul Goto rdused.tobe 
downhearted by the jperfbr- 
mafiCe and st^I hopes $ 16 : colt 
wfll ta&le theCGfencyStakes 
at RoyaLAscoL-HesaKt 'When 
be hit the frost, Richard smd he 
waspuffingup with him and toe 
experience will have done him 
good. I'm sore there’s still bet- 
ter to come and he may have 
dill just needed iL Royal Ascot 
remains an the cards,” Quinn 
also struck with Centre Stalls 
who quickened weS to seal a two 
and a half length victory in the 
Grosvenor Casinos Hamble- 
ton Rated Handicap. 


Praston North End have gfven a free 
aarisfertotrefomierB«nDnandBfack- 
bun seAeepei; Bobby Mmms, lhe efub 
captefo lan Boson and the oepenenoed 
foll-back Kevin Gage. 

Jimmy Case, the former Liverpool mld- 
fiekJ player end Brighton and Hove Al- 
bion managBr, has .been named 
pJayeMnanSgar of the Dr Martens 
League dub, Bashley. 

TOUR MATCH: San Jim CM) 1 Mrtwd 44) 
Aston VNb 1 f&*o£J 37], 
nlESDATS LATE RKSOUSc Rnwofl to RsViar 
Pt iMM icStf»ftrirtltABpoaia«lh»- 
Hfal Bwtcfa— (Bi PtN henilly Sabanqai 7 
Lwrt 


VBW0NSC TMMP Cftote* 22pta £38404 -25, 
21 £27540. 20 f-ffiAS. 

2ETTSIS: TMMt ehmiK 2Mts £U3336U 20 
laao. 19 £0.75. Itana £3^0. EJtfrt 
homes £ 1 - 60 . Sh ■ — y» |pMd an fee comcu 
£23.20. 

8fBTTB*8i Treble efraneee 22pta £1. 369 .7a 
21 £27 M. 20 £285. Foot iMmb UifiS. Qtf* 
homes 40a Six eeeys (paid onfce correct) 

mnA 

Rugby Learie 

The St Helens coach, Shaun McRae, is 
ruing the timing of Ireland’s match 
against France after losing Iris rn-fomi 
stand-off Tommy Martyr), for tomorrow's 
game against London Broncos. Martyn 
injured a knee tn the final minutes of 
Irelands 30-30 draw on Tuesday. 

TUESDAY'S LATE RESULTS; M em o Bonal 
match: Fmeee (24) 30 Ireland (l® 30. 
Fiancee Mm Deiecch 2. Gmoa 2. Tefrec Goals 
n*c4. avoM. fraMntfltlHMgrQnZOonp- 
Fbrsiar. Lowei. RtehenJ SmMh: EoateOom- 
mortoid 3. (4,260). 

Ru^yy Uiriou 

SUPER LEAGUE: New South Wales 20 Mew 
Zeafcnd Rasdens 15. 

Sailing 

The number of potential chattengers for 
America’s Cup 2000 was boosted to IS 
from 10 countries as Die deadflnefeH 
in Auckland yesterday On|y one of them 
wil win the right to meet the defend- 
ing team NewZealand ft a bea-of*nhe 
match starting 28 February 2000 . 

Samo 

SUMMER GRAND TOUHfMMEHT fToHyo) 
day of IB: Moo fwen 3, kat U K Mwv 
l-A Kcnrith {2-3) ft ’VftnftD tt-3J: 


Defensive 
problems 
for Brown 


Craig Brown, the Scotland man- 
ager, could suffer another set- 
back lo his defensive options for 
the World Clip Group Four 
meeting with Belarus in Minsk 
next month. 

Brown has already lost the 
regular pairing of Blackburn’s 
Colin Hendiy, who is to have a 
groin operation, and Colin 
Caldeiwood of Tottenham, who 
is suspended. Now the Rangers 
defender Alan McLaren is a 
concern not only for the World 
Cup tie but toe friendlies 
against Wales at Kilmarnock on 
27 May and in Malta on 1 
June. McLaren is to see a spe- 
cialist about the knee injury 
which caused him to miss Euro 
96 last summer. 

Brown already looks set to in- 
clude Christian Dailly of Der- 
by and Brian McAllister of 
Wimbledon in his plans for the 
friendlies. Both are uncapped 
and two other candidates could 
be Steven Pressley of Dundee 
United and David Weir of 
Hearts. The injured midfielder, 
Billy McKinlay of Blackburn, is 
Brawn’s other doubt. The Scot- 
land manager wfll name his 
squad for ail three games to- 
morrow afternoon. 


DESMAN OPBi W0M9TS TOURNAMENT (Bor- * 
Bnf fln tfe e . oooood wue± M i Fawandat 1US) 
MM Sancnac Lonmo ism &4 1-6 S-ssawm- 
nwBlBMttflSUiArttCartvWyi-OpBiUB- 
McCwOw wntKtoefc S Tbsojd (Prt M l Dmenooit 
(US) 7-err-B: ACumrcsA) btKswewM^ 
VMO 60 60; M Piece (R) ht S Una ICs Raw 
6-3 2-6 6-2: a Peacrn 06 M K HabuAMi (Sb- 


nef IMS M L NmOnl OM) 7-6 M{ 1 NftDi (Drai) 
W I Qc«TDC»iatt»* (Aig 6^ 7-5c JMH (C*«ep» 
tc B ROW iGsr) 6-4 2-6 7-5: A Knodrao (Ao) 


League to replace 
transfers by 2000 


The Football League yesterday 
appealed for a unified plan of 
action to help replace Britain’s 
existing transfer system. 

The League is seeking a col- 
lective agreement between ii- 
setf. the Premier League and the 
Professional Footballers' As- 
sociation in a bid to introduce 
much-needed changes in the 
wake of lhe Bosman ruling. 

A special working party from 
the League has made a number 
of recommendations to form 
the basis of an agreement which 
they want to see in operation 
from July 2000. The timescale 
has been suggested to make sure 
lower league clubs, who must 
rely on transfer fees to keep 
afloat, have enough time to 
take the changes into account. 
The Football League chair- 
man, David Sheepshanks, said: 
This transitionary three-year 
period will be a major lifeline 
to a number of smaller clubs.” 

The Football League work- 
ing party recommendations are: 

1) Notice of the demise of the 
current transfer system is need- 
ed. The new provisions should 
come into place from 1 July 
2000. From then, players will be 
free to move at the end of their 
contract (subject to No 3). 

2) A five-year training and de- 
velopment seholarship/appren- 


K A Oe»sJ Hi Fteo) 6-0 6-3. Tt*d nuat S Gra 
H&») K R Drasmr (Item) 6-3 6-2. 

L2A SPRINB SATELLITE MOTS MASTERS (Cwit- 
BF| eeoead meet: R Lauerpie iR) H I Neumufcr 
(Aut)&-1 BA. Qortw-anMRJOwNnfR'tDlD 
SapclMd (63) 6-3 3-6 62. 

WELSH INTTEMUnONAL WOMBTS OPEN 
ICanUR) STn^M. Bret nmbM: R &»nne (It) M K- 
A Gtse (AU6) 7-5 B-2; C TorefB-Vsl » (Sp) tt D 
OMom (C* Ren 6-1; CCtttea (CT/Mpf 

M Y YMMde lloponi 5-7 6-3 &-2: A Dedwume- 
Bate (ft) txL Rfctemva Rep) 7 5 6-0:0 van 


ticeship should be developed lo 
run from age 16 to 21 with toe 
following provisions: 

a) Performance break claus- 
es at two, three and four years 
with compensation payable to 
the player if he is released. 

b) Players able to join the 
scholarship/appremiceship du- 
ring the five-year period pro- 
viding any player is given two 
years before a performance 
break clause is introduced. 

c) Scholarship/apprentice- 
ship yvould not he compulsory. 

3) Existing re-engagement 
rules to continue to apply for 
players moving at the end of 
their contracts up lo age 24. and 
compensation would be payable 
in respect of training and de- 
velopment, to be assessed by tri- 
bunal if dubs unable to agree. 

4) A working party set up to 
develop a central development 
fund to provide for compensa- 
tion for the continued develop- 
ment of players beyond age 24. 
Payments from this fund would 
be assessed at the end of a sea- 
son or a given period and would 
in no way interfere with indi- 
vidual player movement. 

5) A working party set up to 
review current standard players' 
contracts along with the regu- 
lations affecting players to ac- 
commodate the changes. 


Roost (Bed Bl M Tu IUSI6-3&3; PLs^rtM iCt 
ffepi «A GaoUQn (MM 63 63i Pfegww (Gerf 
tt J WBttnaoe (USr. R Zmnxujva iStwatJ U V 
M*9treft(Gefl6-l 7-&SDo«eriAttJttSSr'»9i 
OJKj 6-2 6-2: V Ruano-Pascunl t£p> W A EBKnd 
(Aus) 36 76 7-6: F LuOUn 1)1) K E Ga^att (SiM> 
X-6 6-2 76t A Qossman iUSj bt S CecawH IB) 
64 62; M Orem** iTOetti) to M Marusfca IAu8 
64 26 63; T WTattWrf-Jor»'. (US) H L P«na 

(Spl 6-0 6ft S PtttMHiJ IR) 111 G Let" Ganaa 

iSp) 63 62; A C^itecn <Sire) w J Puirm OIK) 6 
4 62. 
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enU lStade Obbti 9t aumeen BoniA 1 Deal 
D.Nodb«MCeuEleenDedftTieftiTwiil:New- 
casto TOM) 0 Panto L rbnttmlaMa Rreneer 
0Mb(d« WnefWMr WW OgWft 

Pools dMdeods 

UTTLEWOODS: TnMe ofterew SSpte 
£566,723.40, 21 £973.75, 20 £71. 2ft 19 

5l3s. HHw nw) £&28M5. to* 

dmn{34J&. tO home* £3*99, Sbeamwja 
OBJOQipiuontm. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


: Footbaf 

(DvlatoeiM 0(7.30). 

Rugby Learie 

SECOND DWSIONj Bamlfry vPraaeot tfJO}. 

S pa o ibray 

£UIE l£AGUE SSMCti « Poof* £7 J3tH. 
WORLD CHAMPIOTSNR Bfflttli KWi-ftnal 
ISM&eW, T-4S). 

Other spots 

GQUBTBMMM Ro»el WnOsor Hone Shew. 
BOIftEnptoOpan(HartuyP*ncc Hen* WSA 
Ttxr Ptajwf CMc (MecdesMO). 


ft Dvsto KMh KouyD 0-1) IX Kenho ( 2 - 2 >: 
NftkacMeM (2-2) ft Gw tt-% StrWjtoma 
a- 2 ) ft KoonnMkB o-fo: Hftgnounnl (S-1I ft 
rocft&MTtt o-li: rioohazuna &ll btAo/tgh 
me Ll-3): OanoWW (4-0) Mtaancwato B-2); 
Temehasuga (3-1) ft Mnaumi KMk AMnotfio 
(2-2) ft Musoysma (1*3); Tstotoih (3-1) R 
Jtaktffutoi tt-3): K« (4-0> ft KXeneMi U- 
aTi*jssstomeiu (2*2 ) ft flknrttam I1-3K 
Takanonam Q-2) ft Toaanoum (2-8: TMto 
nctane 13-V ft D&rrv (l-3fc AteBflK) &-1) 
ftTocftnoMka (1-3). 

Teonls 

lhe Hopman Cup mixed team tourna- 
ment wU) remaft in Berth for at (east 
anotherffteyeats.foftMfogsnawspon- 
sorshfo (test armounced yesterday^ witfi 
Hyundai, the cor manufacture): 

RUIfUf Opoi IBTSTOUWWfrlKTfltim) 
StatfM, «nt (wmfc T Haas (Go) ft M &» 
ttaoniSM) 3-6 64 7-5; P Mftr (fco) ft F 
Maftto J5S613-864; DSeaNWftDMlHB 
M 84 677-8; G hftta* [CneJ ft-M Vtao6 
teale (Aus) 62 67 64; M Rib (Chid brO 
Cuqnesa OQ 6-3 -7-5; 5 Btiem @p) U H 
GftIV (Ain 61 64: J CoitarTUS) ft 
(Sp) 7-8 62: M Lanacn (See) ttT Johenaaen 
(Swrt 7-6 63; A Conftje (Srt bt A Bod** (ft) 
62 63. 
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King of the ring 

Ken Jones on Muhammad Ali’s 
enduring appeal, page 28 
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Football 


ANDREW MARTIN 


Glenn Hnddie learned yester-" 
day that Manchester United' 
have withdrawn Gary PaJ lister 
from England’s summer sched- 
ule. The" central defender will 
undergo surgery tomorrow af- 
ter results of a scan revealed he 
will need a cartilage removed 
The 31-year-old will now 
miss the friendly with South 
Africa at Old Trafford on 24 
May, the World Cup qualifier 
in Poland a week later and the 
four-nation tournament in 


France iai June. The 22-year-old 
Liverpool defender Dominic 
.Matteo unlikely to take Pallis- 
- tor’s plafc&f " 

SPaHistfafs withdrawal comes 
■ less thah24vhours after the Liv- 
erpool manager, Ray Evans, 
said he wants to pul) Steve 
McManaman and Robbie 
Fowler out of England's forth- 
coming games as both players 


qualifier against Liechtenstein 
at Lansdowne Road, The 33^ 
year-old defender s briublqdfjy- 


a ezoid m 


also require surgery, 
ithc 


Another United player who 
will not be competing for his 
country this s umm er is Denis 
Irwin, who has pulled out of the 
Republic of Ireland squad for 
oext Wednesday’s World Cup 


Britannia still rules for 


’s boy from Brazil 


SIMON TURNBULL 


AJex Ferguson would have loved 
it. just loved it. Down at the 
Riverside Stadium, where the 
Manchester United manager 
celebrated the clinching of the 
Premiership last season, Junin- 
ho suggested that his imminent 
departure from Middlesbrough 
would not necessarily take him 
out of English football. 

For the third time since Mid- 
dlesbrough’s relegation to the 
Nationwide League on Sun- 
day. Juninho made it dear that 
he is not prepared to risk los- 
ing a place in Brazil's World 
Cup squad by spending next sea- 
son as a second-class football 
citizen in England. 

Spain appears to be the most 
likely destination for the man 
who' will be wearing the Mid- 
dlesbrough No 10 shirt against 
Chelsea in the FA Cup final on 
Saturday, though he dismissed 
reports that he is to fly out for 
talks with Atletico Madrid on 


Sunday morning as "simply not 
true". 

But Ferguson, one of the 
many admirers the 24-year-old 
from Sao Paulo has won in his 
1 S months here, will have been 
encouraged by Juninho 's de- 
clared interest'jn staying in the 
Premiership. Asked u he would 
be interested in joining anoth- 
er English club, he replied: 
“Yeah! 1 have adapted to Eng- 
lish football. I know how to play 
here now. 

“I like the way the English 
play. It’s a very fast game, attack 
all the time. The chances come 
faster for you. I think it has 
made rae a' better player. I am 
a more complete player now. I 
have not decided about my fu- 
ture yet. I have to talk with 
Bryan Robson [Middles- 
brough's manager] and with 
Steve Gibson [the dub chair- 
man]. But I have to think of my 
career. It is most important for 
me to be in the Brazil squad. 
And to be in the Brazil squad 
you have to play in good teams.” 


■ news for Ryan Giggs** 
who wSJ be fit for the stag: ttfc. 
next season foUcm^qg ; r 

denary surgery against a hernia 
yesterday. 

Controversy continues to dog 
Alex Ferguson, whose descrip- 
tion of the Premier League as 
a "tiddlywinks league” has in- 
curred the ire of its chief exec- 
utive, Peter Leaver. The United 
manager made the da mning 
assessment after the kick-off of 
Coventx/s vital last march of the 
season at Ibttenham was de- 
layed. He was also critical of the 
League last month when it re- 
fused to alleviate United’s con- 
gested fixture list. 

Leaver said: "It seems that 
Manchester United feel they 
should b4 given consideration 
which cither clubs may not get, 
but 1 have to be even-handed.” 

Blackburn Rovers' next for- 
eign acquisition could be the 
Borussia Dortmund striker 
Sttfphane Oiapuisat. Blackburn 
yesterday offered £4 2m for the 
Swiss international, who is like- 
ly to be sold by the European 
Cup finalists. ' 

Slaven Bilic arrived at Ever- 
ton yesterday following a 
£4.5m transfer from West 
Ham. making him football's 
most expensive defender. The 
28-year-old Croat has signed a 
five-year contract 

The Bradford City manager, 
Chris Kamara, is attempting to 
lure Peter Beardsley from New- 
castle United, with the added 
bait of a coaching role for the 
former England international 

Sol Campbell yesterday com- 
mitted his future to Tottenham 
when he signed a new four-year 
contract, ending speculation 
that the gifted defender may 
leave White Hart Lane. 


ter. trading^! 



JOHN RebE&TS ' S 
ifeports trorri Rotted ; . # 

Scott Draper , couldL scafelj 


Muster, the master c'ol ^gay , ^ 
courts, for nearly three hoursin • 
temperatures of more than 


liwrvju.iuv 

Italian Open yesterday?" ^ 

“I beat a player who’s pi — 
bly recognised as one of thebest , 
players in the world of alltime,". ;J 
the 22-year-old Australian said : J 
after his 7-6, 5-7, 7-5 victory. “The - t 
scary part is that I probably beat 
him physically and mentally.” 

Muster was hardly in. a posi- 
tion to argue. The exhausted 29- 
y ear-old .defending champion 
cancelled his media interview 
and returned to his "hotel to rest 
on the instructions of the torn-- . 
□ament doctor. Having had a .-£?* 





stomach upset before the start ® 




Scott ie Pippen rises to the occasion to help the Chicago Bulls beat the Atlanta Hawks 107-92 on Tuesday to cruise 
through to the Eastern Conference finals. The defemfing NBA champions won the series 4-1 - Photograph: AP 
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23 


26 


10 


11 


ACROSS 

Occasional problems with 
PC's radio fit) 

Cook's undergarment is 
of uncommonly large 
size! (6) 

Is pensioner following 
TV programme? (4) ” 

Head tor Missouri, enter- ' 
mg quickly by railway (10) 23 
Lower Austrian costume 
llOi 

Footplntemen slopping 
short of railway town (4) 2 
Court official admitting 
woman to old city (5) * 

New instances not ecus- 3 
ing to appear (9) 4 

Dreamer quick to defend 
saint nt doubtful aulhen- 5 
licity i'J) 

1° Try amine police to buck 
exercise (?) 


Some do Pushkin's poeti- 
cal work (4) 

Partner going into French- 
man's pad intown (4-1-5) 
Injured goalie a friend of 
Constance? { 10) 

Lily demands a drink (4) 
Stick notice at this point 
( 6 ) 

Particulars given in press, 
etc., as amended (3) 


8 


12 


13 


14 


16 


DOWN 

Fearlessness shown by old 
women featured in the 
papers (7) 

Exhibit on offer (9) 
Difficulty with hospital 
department initially (5j 
Passing ball to central de- 
fender - former highway 
worker (3-7) 


15 


17 


Chocolate cake that is as- 
sociated with Iw League 
establishment (7) 

Old Mexican busy follow- 
ing street guide? (5) 

One who'd make you 
well, operating (7j 
Hertfordshire community 
still in step? (9) 


18 


A parish priest gaining 
iraise (7) 


20 


Archbishop's praise . . 
Overall marked by sauce 
(7) 

Endeavour to obtain em- 


ployment (7) 


'ity investment? (5) 
Land, for instance, anti- 
discrimination group will 
occupy (5) 


Banks' ‘ridiculous’ England plan 


MATT TENCH 


After the crossed fingers, the 
cross foreigners. No sooner had 
Tbny Banks, the new Sports 
Minister, enraged Vfesanmsters 
traditionalists with his unusual 
stance when taking the oath of 
allegiance, than he risked an 
even more extreme reaction 
from the footballing variety with 
his prescription for a successful 
England team. Take a handful of 
Italians, a couple of Frenchman, 
foe odd Dutchman-- and maybe 
even a few Englishmen. 

Within hours of his much- 
criticised Commons perfor- 
mance, foe maverick Minister 
demonstrated that his talent for 
controversy was as developed as 
ever when he suggested to the 
man from the Press Association 
that the rules be changed so that 
overseas footballers playing for 
English clubs become eligible to 
play for Glenn Hoddic’s 
national side. 

This immediately conjured 
the mouth-watering, it far- 
fetched. image of Alan Shear- 


er forming a dynamic World 
Cup partnership with Gian- 
franco Zola, with the two be- 


fog supported by the likes of 
Can 


Eric Cantona and Dennis 
Bergkamp. Banks insisted, 
however, that he was not sim 


ply indulging in fantasy in- 
lal football. 


temation: 

‘'We ought to think about, if 
you play in this country for one 
of the league teams, you can play 
for foe country as well" he said. 
“In other words the right to play 
is not one of birth but one of res- 
idence. Think about it. Freedom 
of movement within the Euro- 
pean Union, able to vote, let’s 
start thinking the unthinkable. 
If people are playing over here 
and want to play for England 
and Scotland, why not play?" 

For good measure Banks 
added that what he was really 
in favour of was a combined 
United Kingdom team, com- 
prising the best of the English, 
Scottish and Northern Irish 
teams - as well presumably, as 
the best foreigners. 

Mr Banks’ extraordinary sug- 
gestions drew a guarded re- 


sponse from the Football As- 
sociation. Graham Kelly, its 
' chief executive, said: “The FA’s 
reaction to such comments 
would be entirely and wholly 
•sceptical. I'm sure the four 
British associations have similar 
views, and indeed I think I 
would say the same for Uefa and 
Fife.” 

Cesarc Maldinl the coach to 
the Italian national side, was 
more forthright. Describing the 
idea as “ridiculous”, he said: “If 
you follow through what this 
maa is saying, then Paul Ince 
ought to play for Italy. 

“This minister has probably 
only been in his post for a 
short period of time and doesn’t 
know anything about sport yet. 
He might be a fan. but obviously 
he hasn't been briefed about the 
football world. On certain sub- 
jects it’s belter to think before 
you speak.” 

Banks admitted his ideas 
were not Government policy, 
but added: “Let's discuss iL Why 
don’t we talk about it? We’re m 
Europe, we’re involved. Tony 
Blair said to me, ‘Get in there 


and liven it up', and I’m going 
to do precisely that. These are 
things worth discussing. It’s no 
good saying it’s rubbish, we 
can’t do it. Why shouldn't we 
discuss it? My role here is to be 
a bit challenging and contro- 
versial and to act as a catalyst.” 

Banks’ capacity to be “a bit 
challenging” has already seen 
him removed by. Downing 
Street from his weekly slot on 
a radio phone-in. on the 
grounds that its was too wide- 
ranging for a Sports Minister. 

His latest outburst, clearly 
within his brief, hardly received 
a ringing endorsement from 
Downing Street yesterday. 
“Picking the England side is a 
matter for Glenn Hoddle. Tony 
Banks is certainly livening tilings 
up,” a spokesman said. 

And if the Prime Minister is 
entertaining any second 
thoughts about his’new Sports 
Minister, the man himself would 
certainly understand. “I know 
one thing," Banks said as he con- 
cluded ties latest controversial in- 
terview. “If I’d been Tony Blair 
I wouldn’t have appointed me.” 


Fear of cigarette withdrawal symptoms 


Sports politics 


Sports bodies in this country re- 
acted swiftly co yesterday's 
Queen’s Speech which made 
clear the Government wants an 
end la cigarette advertising. 

The Sports Minister. Tony 
Banks, said: “We are totally op- 
posed to advertising of lotiacco 
products. We would like to de- 


tach sport from tobacco spon- 
sorship. I’ve never believed spon 
and smoking go together." 

Richard Lillie, corporate af- 
faire manager of the England 
and Wales Cricket Board, said: 
“The problem is wc do not know 
what the legislation is going to 
involve. It may not prevent 
sponsors putting money into the 
sport Benson and Hedges have 
been a tremendous sponsor 


over more than 20 years but if 
legislation dictates that B«&H 
are unable to sponsor cricket 
any more we will have no op- 
tion but to find somebody else." 

Sir Rodney Walker, chairman 
of the Rugby Football League 
and the Sports Council said: “We 
want to see whether existing 
contracts will be allowed to be 
completed. This will have a ma- 
jor effect and we hope the Gov- 


ernment might consider some 
kind of safety net support for 
sports who lose sponsorship." 

A spokesman for the World 
Professional Billiards and 
Snooker Association, whose 
two main events are Lobacco 
sponsored, said: “Tobacco spon- 
sorship in sport docs not en- 
courage people to smoke. We 
feci it encourages existing 
smokers to change brands.” 


of the match. Muster ended is 
in a state of severe dehydration; 

The organisers of foe Italian 
c hamp ionships were nonplussed 
by a chain of results that hasseeu 
them lose the top three seette in _ 
foe opening two rounds- Muster, 
foe No 3. having fallen in thesec-, 
ond round 24 hours 
first-round eliminations of jgfcfc ^ 
.Sampras and Michael Chgig.j «*|p 



Mats WHandez the 
mer world No 1, and foe 
Karel Novacek have 
Kannefl for three months by The ‘Is 
International Tennis Eedcratfe 
after withdrawing appehfi} 
against positive drag teststaki.Ji 
en in 1995. Both players * 
cocaine found m foe tests was 
knowingly consumed, but 
that the urine samples are 
and will take no further action^ 



Richard Krajicek, the fifth! 
was another second-round -vii 
tim. the Wimbledon champit 
losing to Germany's' 'Mr 
Goellner, 7-6, 7-6. 

Draper is one of foe most 
ented young players on thl 
ATP Tbur, a prospect who. du 
ing his formative years, def 
with comparisons to the gr< 

Rod Laver by pointing out 
flattered though be was, the 
similarity he could think of Was ; f- 
that they were both left-handers. - 
Muster is also a left-hander s,. 
which made yesterday’s contest 
all the more fascinating. Even be- 
fore his condition deteriorated, 
he was experiencing difficulty 
dealing with Draper’s brilliant 
shot-making, particularly his 
backhand down the line. * 

Times have changed for 
Muster, whose two titles this 
year have been won on the con- 
crete courts of Dubai and Key 
Biscayne, Florida. His record on 
day-court matches over foe 
previous two .years was 115-5. 
Yesterday's defeat puts him at 
4-5 for the season so far. 

“It’s funny what a week can 
do,” Draper mused. “If you'd 
seen me play last week you’d 
have said: ‘Who is this guy?' Tm 
not even close to being satisfied 
with my consistency. I’vegS to 
work on the mental side oJlmy 
game. Some days I don’t know 
how I’m going to play. I’ve juit 
got to keep working on belfo?- 
ing in myself and my game, and 
playing smart" 

Muster managed to siaveoff 
seven break points in the final 
set. only to double-fault on the 
eighth for 5-6. Draper served 
out the match for the loss of 
only one point raising his arms 
in triumph after Muster netted 
a backhand service return on the 
second match paint. 
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